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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Finance.

—It is proposed to organize an association of
chartered accountants in British Columbia,
Such an organization is a properand necessary
one, and we are glad to see it recommended by
the commercial journal in Vancouver to the
notice of the business men of that province.
It is doubtless true that the increase in the
general commerce of the province and the
number of new joint-stoock enterprises being
organized, demand that the status of those who
play such an important part in the proper
oarrying on of the accounting details and man-
ageraent of the affairs conneoted with both
public companies and private firms, should be
clearly defined. ¢ This can best be attained,”
says our contemporary, ‘‘ by requiring that
any person desiring to practice as an account-
ant should be compelled to show that he has
the requisite technical knowledge.” This is
most convenjently done by the appointment
of & tribnnal before which applicants can ap-
pear and demonstrate their capabilities as well
a8 present their moral claims to confidence.

—The Canadian as well as the American
young man of wealth or leizsure may find food
for thought in the followingextract from ‘* The
Point of View " in the December Scribner :
“ 1f the American young man who loves his
work for his work’s sake, and need not get
his bread by it, should elect to take a hand in
the government of cities, the result might be
ecomforting to that respectable body of citizens
who are tired of being governed by men who
are in that business primarily becanse they
find it & source of income. Of course, when
the man who loves his work for his work’s
sake comes into oompetition in municipal
politics, as elsewhere, with the man who is
working for his dinner, his coat mnst come
off, metaphorically speaking, if he is to ac-
complish anything. That is the beauty of it.
It would be hard work, harder than yacht-
racing or even polo; less vainly amusing, and
less cheaply glorious; and fitter, for those
reasons, to sptisfy the aspirations of an ener-
getic and devoted spirit.”

—Is the world growing any better ? Are
we more honest and more considerate of the
claims of fire underwriters than a former
generation ? Have people begun to realize
that property which goes up in smoke means
loss to the community whether it is insured
or not ? Hear what the New York Shipping
List has to say :  The year which is drawing
to a olose has been one of the most disastrous
for fire insurance underwriters in the history
of the business, nothing approaching it having
been recorded in the past except the years of
the Boston and Chicago conflagrations. The
enormous fire losses of 1891 will foot up not
far from and perhaps over $125,000,000, in the
total for the eleven months ended with
November.”

Borrespondence,
TRANS-ATLANTIC STEAMERS.

Editor MoNeTARY Tives:

S1r,—Regarding tenders for a fast Atlantic
mail service, it is understood that the Govern-
ment have offered $750,000 per annum, on the
assumption that steamers of six thousand
tons can be built for $750,000 each, or three
steamers for a three years’ snbsidy.

In conversation with a prominent railroad
official recently, he outlined a scheme which,
to say the least, is noteworthy for its novelty.
Sa._ld e: “I would run a line of 6.day steam-
ships from Liverpool to Halifax, winter and
summer, in connection with the Intercolonial




