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he(ar uf zhe very big suspeilsiol, to-day, Bucli?7 1 diid moi
lilce tu cîiplay mny ignorance, but at the saine cime had heard
iiothing, and rep1i(ed: 'No, Mr. Wilkie, what is it?' The
popular baniker replied. wvith a broaLd sinile z 'I thought you

kreieerything; didn't you hecar that Riel %vas hung to-day?'
-You gentlemen have% been good enouigh tu followv me xi

miy at.tcmipt te de.scribýe thxe origin of money in coins and
paper, and its equivalent li gold. the standard of value in
all countries, with few exceptions, and you have listened pa-
tiently te what most of you already know, and 1 tlxank you
for your pati ence. Perhaps 1 dwelt at length on the currenicy
of flritraii, thougli 1 f argot te mention tiat the British florin,
oir two-shilling piece, wvhich you occasionally sc, was coined
with the intention of iirtroducing <lie deciml syslem, but was
not foilowed up. There have been recent suggestions of
changes along the saine line, and also of making British
exchange payable in dollars and cents for convenience of
America, but Britain is veTy conservative, and not likely te
malte innovations qulckly."

SWEDISH FOREICN TRADE ASSOCIATION

There was recently brougixt before the Swedish Chanuber
a bill providing for the creation of a corporation with the
abject of promnotîng foreigu trade. l'en million kronor of
goveroniet s per cent. bonds are to be issued, which will be
deposlted as security for bonds issued by the company. The
money raised by the company is te be ixsed to finance foreigu'
purchases ini Sweden, and the project is. dierefore, aimed
at continuing or increasing Sweden's, experts tu foreigri
couritries. It was cons 1düred hardly suitable that thxib credit
should b. provicded directly by the state, and it was decided
tuat the. best course wvould be that arrangements should bo
made through the rnediuin of a private financial institution,
subject te the -oittrol and under the guaramiee ofthrIe btate.
Funds raiscd by th(e gavrrinent loan wlthin tiie country are,
therefore, to be use.td tu promole Swedish industry.

The. capital of the company is ta b. io,ocO,oo kronor, and
lu to be subscribed by the banks, with whom the. preliminary
agrement has beei) concluded. Credit will. be furnished to
foreiga banica and bankers, The yearly dividend to the. share-
bolders lu ot to e!xceed 6 per cent. of the capital. Payrnents
to a reserve funid are also required, and the. romainder is to
bc disiribuîod in such a unanner that two-îhirds shall go ta
the. corrpany and o)ne-thirdl tu the stato. The board of the.
comparny lu to constat of sevcn persans. The govvrnment is
te appoint th& chairman, the Riksbank and the national
debt offce one unember rach, and tht- shareholders the re-
mainlng four. The business (if the conoyisý ta b. con-
cluded not liter tIian the ead of the \-car 192,3.
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FJGHTING LIFE AND PROPERTY FIRE LOSSES

Regulations Recouunended for Muuicipalities, States and

Provinces--Assistance of Public Requîred

Mr. Alcide Chausse, city architect and superintendent oft
buildings of the city of Montreal, and chairman of the corn-
mittee on tire prevention of the Amnerican Society ot Munici-
pal Improvements, recently made his annual report to that

soitnotinog the activities relative to tire protection daning
the past year.

The report noîed the recommendations mnade aI ils last
ax'nual meeting of the National Fire Protection Association
regarding the wartare against the necdlcss sacrifice ot humnan.
lite and proper'ty by tire which wcre as follows:

R.eoommendatiou. of the Asociation.

z. The adoption by nunicipalities of the standard build-
ing c~ode o0f the National Board of Fire Underwritcrs to the.
end thai fire-resistive building construction May be encour-
aged, the use of inflammable roof coverings prohibited,
adequale exil facilities fronu buildings assured, and iu'teriors
:w designed and firestopped as ta mnale easy the extinguish-
ment of lires theroun.

2. Theo adoption by aUi states of minimum building re-
quiremnents for the protectionr of tatem and county hospitals,
asylumas and similar institutions outside city limits~ anido
smmi cpnxmunities in which the establishment anid entorce-
ment of a building code is impracticable.

3. The. enaclment by each state of the fire marshal law
advocated by the Fie Marshals' Association of North Amaerica
to the end that officiai investigatiom înay be made of the.
causes of ail fires. Preventable fines may bc eliminaled by
public education, and the crime of arson staunped out.

4. The adoption of the. associiin's suggested ordinance
providing for the. systematic inspection of ail buildings by
city fire marshmls or local firemen, ta insun. the. vigorous en-
forcement of miles for cleanliness, gond housekeeping and the,
maintenance of safe anid unobstructed exits, fire-flghxting ap-
paratus and otli.r protective devices.

5. The. enactment of ordinances similar tu that of Cleve-
land, Ohio, fixing the cost of extinguisxiug preventable fires
upon citizens disrogarding lire prevontion ordors, mand a more
general legal necogniltion of the cornmon 1mw pnincipleofe
personal llabllity for darnage nesulting tram lires due So
carel.ssness or neglect.

6. The wider general use of the automatic sprinkler as a
fire .xtinguishing agent and lit. saver, mand the more general
adoption of the. fire division wall as an important lite savlng
exit facility.

7. A careful stîxdy of the. technical survoys of cities mad e
by the engineers of the commlitee on lire prevention o etx
National Board of Fire Underwritmr covering the. items of
wa.tor supplies, thein adequacy and reliability, fire depan'tment
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