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veninceb~ d~ignted iIe 1dptiem.- -The total length fte 4 t.
th 'tgtôthé 15àyont'bi xft ý. * ,, 6in. -Thlèiide,- 'rd- 'aaine
unhi tWig ogether, 9 oz. -he lattéèr -*lhéi 'ehmpti« '4 2OZ-,

wheiiled13.0V- Tmagazinie is'constructéd',to carry eigbt -cartridges,
and can be teflléd'. either i'n '-pÔsition or detâ<fhed. TwO 'sets -of sights'
are- provfded,' the oprciinary rear sight- is graduafed upýto« zî;900o yards.
There are 'also éxtreme'range sights, whicb' provide for raniges from iî,8oo
to 1,5Q0 yards«.- -Ibe-breech action is workéd by wbat is technically
undeistood Yas. the bo It principle, .the action 'being protected by a cover
when riot, in', us..e.. The riflermay, at.the will of the soldier, be used as a
magazine or.single loader.

THE.HYTHE MUSKETRY COURSE.

Some seventy officers of volunteers have accepted the offer of the
authorities to attend the Special Volunteer Course-of one month at the.
Scbool of Musketry, Hythe. All grades are representedl, but naturally
the lieutenants formn the bulk of the officers attending, as'it.was mainly
intended for the junior ranks. Our crack -shots, whether with the*
match rifle or the Martini, are well represented. Captain Mellish and
Lie utenant Freemantie are re'..)resentative members of the English eight,
Captaîn Barnett of the. Irish eight; and the Martini champions are ably
represented by Lieut.. Davidson azid Captain Young 9f the Scotch
twenty, and Surgeon Lowe of the English twenty, wbilst one of the lieu-
tenant7instructors is that well known member of the 'English eigbt known
tu ail as Lieut.'Dutton-Hunt. None'of the officers attending are bring-
ing, their own rifles, the rule of the school being that the ordinary rack
rifle be served out to alI:alike, and naturally a certain amount of practice
will take place with these weapons in order to ascertain their peculiarities
and also how they are sighted.

The whole of the.oflicers are unanimous in their appreciation of the
great courtesy and kindness witb which tbey have been received, and, in
fact, the school may be looked upon as one large happy family, whe1re,
afler duty, both instructors and instructed meet on a footing of perfect
equality. The feeling of regard to the staff is in no way lessened by the
fact that they have ail given Up their winter leave to afford the benefit of
their experience to their výolunteer comiades, and, judging by the opinion
expressed by the staff, they,.on their part, by no means regret the leave
tbey bave given up, as they have rarely met such an enthusiastic and
attentive body of officers to instruct.

.,-Up to the end of last week the course of instructiaiï cÔmprised the
following :-Firing exercise : Two lessons of haîf-an-hour each on parade,
morning and afternoon ; judging distance drill and practice, both on men
and objects, and also by sound ; four lectures on care Of arms, etc., and
four on the science of musketry, and on firing at fixed and mnoving
objects; practical lessons -with the Gardner, Nordenfeit, and Maxim
gqns; aiming dril and practice; the new magazine rifle; and blank

-firing, independent and volleys. This is not a* bad programme for five.
days' work, and from, the foregoing it wili be seen that the day's work
from 9.30 tili 12.30 and from 2 tilI 5, is calculated to cover a pretty
considerable extent of subjects.

Colonel Tongue, the Commandant, vacates bis appointment at the
end of the special course, and bis successor will be Colonel Slade of
equipment fame; whilst it is expected that Captain Bagnali, the popular
Captain-Instructor of the Rigbt Wing, will shortly be leaving to take over
the duties of Musketry Inspector of the Dublin District. He is a capital
Martini shot, and altogether a first-rate ail-round man, and the Irish
capital will find a man exactly to their taste. Major Gouldie, the equally
popular .Captain-Instructor ot the Left Wing, has not been long at the
school, but he 91so will. probably ihortly be sent to Cork. Lieutenant
Martin, one of the Lieutenant Iinstructors, bas just started the new
Musketry Scbool at Aldershot, and Lieut. De la Bere, the latest addition
to the staff, bas only recently gone througb a stiff course of signalling, so
he is not letting the grass grow under bis feet. Lieut. Dutton-Hunt we
have already referred to with regard to his shooting, which is not excelled
by his genial good nature and scientific acquirements. As the course
proceeds, we shall continue to gîve details and records of the shots
made. The school is s0 unquestionably a success that there is littie
doubt it wil become an animal course, so that the information afforded
in our columns will doubtless prove.of interest to the force generally in
view of that eventuality.-tUnieted Service G .azette.

A new 3.6-inch B. L. field mortar, the first tif the kind built by the
Ordnance Department of the U: S. army, bas just been tested. Thîr-
teen rounds were fired at Sandy gook, twelve being simply powder
tests. Thet thirteenth w as for accuracy, and, it is reported, gave very
good resuits. Elevated at an angle Of 45 degrees, the sheli was dropped
within the* limit contemplated, and the weapon worked smootbly and
wvell. *The same charge is used in 'this mort4r as that prescribed for the
,3.6-n. B. L field gun.

The. 9uebec .Rifl sqciation.

The annual ýmeeting'of the -Counïcil of. the Province of, Québec% Rifle
4sn. wis feld; at"ýhe2.Érigade offce -lontgal, ou tbe, 27h ult. Lti-CQl-
Mattice, 5thi military district,, presided,.ahd -there..were also present.Lt.-
Coils.. Brosýeai,. 85 th Batalion; Ërgser, Sth.Battalion, Québec ; Majors
Radige9r; Foronto Rifle Club; Campbe lP. W.- R.; Roy,; 6th mitary.
district; Captains- J. S. Hall, B .Btery,ý Quebec ; Hood, 5th Royal
Scots';. Ibbotson,* 43rd Battalion ; Lieutenants. Desbarats,, Metropbitan
Rifle Aâsââition, Ottawa; .and-1thé- secretary, Major.'Blaiklock, f aiid -the
treasurer, Lt-Coi. Martin., The following rifle associations* haci 1 no re-
presenta 1tive -present.!:r-6othi Battal ion,.Victoýria. Ri1âes ,6th .ýusWiers,
Montreal Garrison -Artill ery,'Sherbrooke R-.A., Governo .-Genera1' Foot
Guards.R. A., Victoria. Rifle Club, Hamilton, 54th Battalion, Montréal.
R. A., He mmingford R. A., and 52ad Battalion.

The secretary presented 'the twenty-first annual report, in which the
Council congratulated the Associ atio'n on the success of its operations
during the past year, and thanks Wer'e tendered to the Governor-General,
the Lieutenant.Governo'r, the Dominion 'and. Provincial Govemments
and others who had contributed prizes for the annual competition. The
annual prize meeting was held on the ranges at Cote St. Luc, where
there were at present in 'position twenty second and third class targets,
with the necessary firing points, but no marking dises. There was also
a portion of a long range butt of Soo and 900 yds., with incompiete target
frames and no discs. The drainage of the target pits in the short range
butt, as well as the drainage of the whole range, was still detective. The
programme of ihe matches was drawn up pretty much 'on thé lines of
that of the previous year, with the addition of the nursery series to the
frontier match, and a nursery aggregate team match. It was suggested
that there should be added to the prize Eist a stili further attracti 'on for
the competitors who, while flot nursery men, were still only intermediate
shots. It was also suggested that a battalion teami match for special
prizes might be added to the present active militia match, in which the
teams would be from 15 to 20 men each. The entries were very satis-
factory, there being 33 teams and 1,826 individual entries, as against 33
teani and 1,944 individual in.the preceding year. Ttie largest number
of entries in any regular match was 153 in the frontier, against i52'in
the association match last year, and 503 in the extra series (6oo yards),
as compared with 41j ini the same match in 1888. The marking was
don-, by men brought from Ottawa, no qualifled persons being obtain-
able here at a reasonable rate, but the work was flot done so satisfactor-
ily as it should bave been. Thé Council was of opinion that some
means should be taken up by the Association to train markers during
the season who would be available for the matches. There should be
no difficulty about this, provided the different battalions would co-
operate with the Association. At the annual matches the railway
facilities were ail that could be desired, and thanks were tendered the
C. P. R. Company for the kind manner in which they met the désires of
the Council. At the Dominion matches the province was well repre-
sented, and won a large proportion of the principal prizes, Pte. Burns of
the Victoria Rifles being especially fortunate in obýaining the Governor-
General's medal and $25o. In the provincial contest for the London
Merchants' Cup, Québec only took fifth place, about the worst showing
ever made by the province. The Cou ncil strongly advocate the chanz-
ing of the cast-iron rule which obliged the secretary to choose the team
from the highest agqregate in the Martini matches at Ottawa, and sug-
gested that in future the mode followed by Ontario should be adopted,
and that the secretary wîth those members of Council present in Ottawa
at the matches should pick the teamn which, in their judgment, would
best represent the province. The report was adopted, as was also that
of the treasurer.

The election of oficers was then proceeded with, and resulted thus:
Chairman of Council-Lieut.-Col. Houghton, D.A.G. Treasurer-
Lieut.-Col. Martin. Secretary-Major Blaiklock. Finance Committee
-Lieut.-Cols. Brosseau and Fraser and Major Bond. Auditors-Cap-
tains Fair and Ross.

Represéntatives to the D.R.A.-Lieut.-Col. Brosseau, Majors Bond
and Blaiklock, and Captains Hood and Sims.

Vice-Patrons-The Generat Officer Commandîng the Militia, Lieut.-
Cols. Fletcher, C.M.G., Harwood, Ilutton, Lyman, D'Orsonnens, Hon.
J. A. Chapleau, Sir Geo. Stephen, Sir Donald Smith, Hon. Senator
Thibaudeau, Hon. H. Mercier, Hon. J. Shehyn, Hon. jas. McShane,
Hon. J. J. C. Abbott, ex-Mayor of Montreal, Hon. Geo. A. Drummond,
Messrs. J. J. Curran, Q.C., M.P., A. T. Lépine, M.P., Andrew Allan,
James Stessor, Hartland S. Macdougall, R. B. Angus, A. F. Gault, R.
R. Grindley, Wm. Wier, J. Murray Smith, F. Wolferstan Thomas, Jos.
Hickson, G. W. Stephens, Gilbert Scott, Hector Mackenzie, L. J. Forget,
Duncan McIntyre, H. Montagu Allan, W. J. Buchanan, Geo. Hague,
A. M. Crombie, Jacques. Grenier and Robert Hamilton (Québec.)

Executive Committee-Lieut.-Cols. Martin, Fraser, Miller and Bros-


