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DIVORUE. L ,
We have written about the decline of
marriage and have given a few of the
causes that are leading “p, to & general
mg'ect of that state; but of all the
curses that have come .into the worki
since (ke dawn of Chiristianity, divérce
is une of the moat fearfs] and must
dangerns. It is a pleague that becomes
" econtageons, and is & menace to the moral,
8 wial, national, and abuove all, domesi ie
prospecis of the future. The subject is
s vast that we scarcely know how to
treat it in the limited space at our dis-
posal,

The origin of all society is the family ;
if the domestic ties are severed or rend-
ered insecure, it naturally follows that
peace is a stranger in the home, happi-
nesa deserts the fireside, security aban-
dons the community, and the pillars of
the slate are shaken by a Samson strength

- that brings d-wn, eventually, the whole
fubric in rurius wpom a ruiried people.
The moment the laws of a nation grow
lax concerning marrisge that nation is
doomed. History is there to point with
unerring finger to the desolation of King-
doms, FEmpires and Republics, and to the

" vause of their destruction in the moral
e.rruption and looseness of principles
that permiated their systems, It wasseo
in the days of Grecian splendor, not all
ber arls her sciences, ber literature could
rave Athens from the fate of Troy, of
>1imyra, or of Thebas, the moment the
scurpion of immorality dragged its slimy
length over her social structure ; to-day
the shatter:d columns of the Parthenon

_atunce tell the story of Grecian glory

ardd Grecian degradation.. Not all the
power of her Emperors, the ubiquity of

h r commerce, nor the strength .and

number of her armies could secure to

i me the permanency of her power and

the vecurity of her possessions’ the hour
thit beheld divorce become fashionable,
immorality public and unabashed, like
wise witnessed the crumbling of the
Cieanr's might, the scettering of Roman
ligione, the earthquake of destruction
that brought down in awful crash the
most powerfnl empire the world had ever
known; and todey the stupendous
lebris of the Colosium, the silent relics
of the golden palace, and the disappear-
ing remains of the ancient temples, tell
io e atranger that moral Rome once
f1 mrished, that immoral Ruome has van-
ished forever,

In our modern days the ravages of
divorce amongst the nations of the world
tiwve been most terrific. Long ages did
the pure Church of Christ interpose
between hell and its prey; for-centuries
did the Spouse of Ohrist shield her child-
ren from the world, the devil and the
Hesh; but with the so-called Reformsa.
tion & new spirit came into the souls nf
men and of nations. Luther cried aut
7omn serviam, ‘1 will not obey,” and with
his perjured nun, he trampled under foot
tlie vows he had taken, he desecrated
the'sacrament of Holy Orders, and pol-
futed that of matrimony; he preached
license and he called it liberty. Then
came that man of lawleas lust, the royal
murderer and crowned adulterer, Henry
VIiI. He, too, became the head of »
new religion, and out himself looze from
Rome in order to carry out his vile pur-
pores—immoral and un-Christian, - Such
being the sources from which flow all
sects opposed to Rome, is it to be wond-

. ered at that the-Catholic Church alone
- stands np to protect the family, the state,
" the world, from the corroding influence
of that immoral plague—divorce? From
‘an impure spring no healthy or clean
.'_wa.ter can come; and Pxote-tn.nt.lsm
bemg pouoned at its very source-ixust
- @ver go-on:. dividing into brooks. -and

, stt_'eamle_tn of moral bittétness., . A_}qno of !
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all the- churches the Cathnho onie will | ti bo -
between the families of Walter Wilkinaon .
The familiea'{

have long been connected with the niost |

hold no compromise with the lepisiators
'whio usurp the rights of Gid and dechre
that *what He has _mmed togethver,”
they shallsever. No buman power can
claim the right to sever the marriage
boud, in the sense of divorcing the par-
ties and permitting re-marriage. And

| yet the State claims that privilege—the

Pruteutang not the Catbolic state.

1f divorce is an open dnor to immoral-
ity and misery, the civil marringe is still
worse—for it it is the hallway that leads
into the den of moral corruption, If
civil marriage be sallowed, divorce of
course naturally follows; {or what the
civil magistrate can unite he also can
untié. It isonly what God “joined to-
gether that no man shall put asunder.”
In a word the degradation of marriage
from the dignity of & sacrament—that is
a tource of grace—to the levell of &
‘human contract, is the logical outcome
of every theory upon which Protestant-
ism is based ; and the denial of the sacra-
ment leads to divorce, and divorce is a
crime against the children of another
generation, a cruel wrong to the innceent
beings who must bear through life the
stigma of their parents’ shame, a menace
to the peace of the home, the security of
domestic tranquility, the hope of the
future, the joy of the preseut, the honor
of the past. In other words divorcg is
the embodiment of human defance of
Divine law, and the most dangerons and
ruinous legacy that legisiators could
leave to their families and their country.
To the {family it means distrust, division,
hatred, jealousy, adultery, crime ; to the
country it means degradation, weakness,
insecurity, rottenness, premature decay
and finul destruction. Yebt men calmly
write about & divorce lIaw as if it were a
mere piece of legislation regarding the
sale or exchange, the lease and hire of
animals. We look upon it otherwise
and from our Catholic standpoint do we
purpose speaking of it.

In several of onr leading magazines
have recently appeared articles upon
this important subject, and so varied are
the opinions of the writers and in such
different lighta do they view the question
that we intend anslyzing & few of their
effusions. However, for this week we
will be satisfied with a general statement
that under no circumstance and at no
time does the Catholic Church countan-
ance divorce. So imporiant is the sub-
ject and so much does the Hezd of the
Church depend upon the security of the
marriage bond in the, great warfare be-
tween the powers of corruption and the
kingdom of God that he, Leo XIII. has
ordered & Jesuit Father (we think Father
Brandi) to prepare an article to be print-
ed in the Civilta Cattolica, dealing with
the marrisge question, setting forth the
reasons expressed by the Italian episco-
pate against civil marriage taking prece-
dence over religious ceremony, and also
discussing the law of divorce. The docu-
ment will bring under review the ideas
of thd most noted European writers and
the statistics of concubinage where the
divorce law existsa, An encyclical is also
to be issued by the Pope explaining his
viewa and thoee of the Church on the
subiect of civil marria e.

In order to give our readers an idea of
the abominable length to which the di-
vorce Jaw will permit the unsorupulous
to go, we will close this week’s article

with. the account of a *“legal trade” of
wives: that took plme two weeks ago in
Baltimore, and which is simply a case of
the State legn.hzmg % promiscuous con-
cubinsge in two families. God help the
poor ofispring of these people : - innocent
creatures sacrificed at the shrine of their
pa.rents' unbr;dled conuupmcence. Here
js the. acoount :

“A TomANCa mthout. 8 pu-aunl m ﬁo

and -Charles MaoAllister.

evelusive circles of Baltimore. Mr. and
Mrs. MacAllister were very intimate
with Mr.and M, Wilkinson. - This has
finally resulted in an arrangement by
which there are to be mutual divorces in
each family, and after that cross marri-
ages—that ia to say, Mra. MacAilister is
to marry Mr, Wilkinson, and Mrs, Wil-
kinson is to marry Mr. Ma.cAlluter. The
first marringe will occur in the latter part
of this week and the ex-wife and -ex-
husband will be among the guests. The
affair has come about through a natural
development of affairs and has not been
attended with the slightest scandal. For
this resson, the partiea maintain_their
social positions, and the double weddings
will be attended by the best people. Mr.
MacAllister is one of the wealthiest men
in Baltimore. He is now at his shooting
box in New Jersey, but will come home
this week to attend the nuptials of his
ex-wife to his friend Wilkinson, and also
to prepate for his own nuptials with his
friend Wilkinson’s ex-wife.”
g —

HOME RULE.

The oause of Home Rule steadily ad-
vances, but many are the obstkcles that
have yet to be overcome before the final
teiumph is secured. Even before the
Lords receive the measure for considera-
tion it has yet to be ushered cut of the
Commons after debate upon the Commit-
tee's presentment and the most important
vote yet to be taken. And as if it were
not enough to have the full Tory force,
combined with the Liberal Unionists, op-
posed to Gladstone’s herolc efforts, the
friends of Ireland have another and more
dangerous opposition to contend with in
the menacing Parnellite faction. To any
reasoning and sane wan it is evident
that Mr. Redmond and his followers are
playing into the hands of the Salisbury-
Balfour-Chamberlain-8aunderson-Church
hill combination. What their motives
are for such most inexplioable conduot
is more than we can state; we would not
wish to judge haxshly, and we can only
attribute their actions to want of reflec-
tion. It wonld be too bad to ever have
10 accuse them of worse—of a-deliberate
frustration of Mr. Gladstone’s plans and
a determined opposition to the first, best
and only real attempt to give Ireland
legislative autonomy. We would be long
gorry to say that Mr. Redmond and his
friends wish to help the Tory cause
against that of Jreland’a most succesaful
advocates; nor would we ever wish to
impute insincerity—which would be trea-
son—to them. But deadidedly the burden
of the proof liee upon their -shoulders.
8o compromising has their recent course
‘been that if Ireland fails to secare Home
Rule, and if the work of Gladstone is left
unfinished, they ahall have to bear the
whole weight of the ignominy, unless
they can, in some way jwstify their words
and deeda 3

To say the very least, the applause
and approbation of Lord Churchill
and other Unionist leaders savored
of anything bnt genuine. fidelity on-
the part of the Redmondites to the
Irish cause. And, above sll, the last
move made by ‘these geuntlemen is the
most compromising of all.. On the very
‘eve of the Iast great round in this
struggle of grants, when all the strength,
union and patience of every friend of
Ireland is rcquired, we find the Parnell-
-ites holding & meeling in Dublin, pre-
sided over by -Mr. Redmond, and pnss-
ing resolutions antagonistic to the Home
Rule measure that has just issued from
committee. No matter how honest snd
sincere these men may be, unleas t.hey
are blind or mad, they must perceive
that they are blunting the fine edgeof the
wedge which the Government is driving
into the Act of the Union. - Neither the

pame ‘and " memory. of Parnell nor_of

, -
such ’ eulcldal cnuse.. The Redmondites

grea SGI‘VIGGB were.

ate simply, doiny the wox-k of the Tories"
and doing it -ten times a8 effectively as
the arch-enemies of Ireland could ever
hope to perform it. At this junctore all
cries .of faction, all personal smbition,
all ~dntagonistic opinions should be
orushed under the weight. of important
events and be allowed to bend before
the obvious exigencies of the situation.
If not, the cause is lost, and lost, thanks
to the hot-hesdedness and miserable
egotism of a petty minority.

If the Redmondites do not plead ignor-
ance of the great peril in which the
cause stands, aud of the crurhing conse-
quences of their attitude, they must be
in league with the Tories for the purpose
of making trouble for the Gladstone Go-
vernment. Instead of proving to the
world that the Irish people are capable
of governing themselves, these followers

.of Mr. Redmond and their leader are

giving strong evidence of the contrary :
in fact they are, at every turn and in
every breath, slrengthening the hands of
the enemy.

. And yet these very men send out
their manifesto asking the people of
Canada and the United States to furnish
them with funds to carry on a policy of
national disunjon and self-destraction.
It is not to the Irish Nationrlists of this
continent that they should address them-
selves for money : they have no claim,
moral, national, nor otherwise upon the
Home Rulers of this country.” The
peopls, who look across the Atlantic and
anxionsly watch the struggle going on,
and who have contributed financinlly as
well as morally to the encouragement of
the grand old map in his wonderful
efforts to secure legislative autonamy
for Ireland, have no money to give nor
sympsathy to squander upon faction and
obatruction. If the Redmondites wish
to raise funds they shou'd address them- -
selves to the same constituency that
hailed Mr. T. W. Russell, and sent him
home, with his pockets stuffed withbank
bills and his head stufled with lies about
this ‘Province. It is to the Sault Ste.
Marie Orange Lodge they should apply.
That institution sent funds to the Tory-
Unionists of the North to frustrate the
granting of the present Home Rule Bill.
Decidedly, whether knowingly or not,
the Redmondites are the most powerful
auxiliaries of the Loyal Opposition; and
a3 allies they should eeek encouragement
from those . whose cause they are
helping.

Granting for argument sake, that Mr.
Parnell's plana and ideas were perfec-
tion, that were he alive he would differ
on some points from the present leaders,
and that he should be the head of the
phalanx of Irish Home Rulers who
orm a guard of honor for the Premier

'during this great battle ; even then there

is mo reason for creating a division at
this most critical period. Whatsoever
Mr. Pameli’s plans or ideas would be
under the present circumstances, neither
Mr. Redmond nor any one else can ever
know ; but we do know tbat Parnell
waa too great a statesman and too -con-
summate & leader,organizer and disciplin-
arian to tolerate for one mnment the
game that is beivg played by his so-
called followers and under the safeguard
of hie name. Again, it is A certaio thing
that if Mr. Parnell’'s ability ani-serv-
ices would entitle him to the leader-

ship were he slive,the hand uf deuth s
put an end to that contention. He can-
not return no matter how. warmly called
upon. - Mr, Parnell did.not bequeath his
tu.lent tact, genius, or qualities of stat.es-
‘man - to ‘Mr. Redmond. Because: Mr.

I’arnell wonld bave ‘had’ claimg to the
Jes.dershlp does’ ; ‘ot 1unam1h “thowe

umy ot-hcr leader, no matter what. hil !

clalma to Mr. Redmond who u a self-




