
THE LADIES' J01URNAL

ing tonnis in the gardon behind the cot-
tage. The cost, vas clear, and Sir 'liv-
ian nerved himselt for bi& tanir, which
seemned more than ever odioua as ho
glancod ut bis flance's pallid face and
heavy oye.

'I arn af raid yen have net reoovered
y et tramt your headaclie of yesterday,
Lady Gladys ?"

She raised ber head quickiy. "Lady
Gludys" lie -haçl net called lier since the
accide -it.

"No, 1 ar unnt mucli better, thank
yen," sih. answeired weariedly.

In spite et hie just anger, and muoh
against hie will, Sir Vivian found bun-
self beginning te pity lier, shte looked se
il and sorrowtnl ; but still lier beauty
rose triumphantly above the mark. et
cure and anxiety. Tliey conld net tae
away lier qneenly dower. Sir Vivien
stood before hier, leaning against the
muntelpiece, trylng te harden bis liearb
against lier.

"'North went off this morning," lie oli-
served abruptly.

Lady Gladys knev vliat was coming
then, and lier breatli came short and fast;
ahe liad not been down te breakfast, se
did net heur ef hie departure.

'I arn sorry I vas net up te say good-
bye te-him"-calmly.

III suppose yeu knev that hoe vas net
engaged te Miss Vanel"

"Indeed 1" she roplied, clouung lier
oye., as if thre aubjeet liud ne intereat
for lier.

"You gave me te nnderstund tliat yen
knew ahte would uccept him."

"'Did 11 1 must have made a nis-
take"-carelosaly. 'Il de net remember
suying ne."' I_"Yen told me that she love him "

sternly.
"lBy the way shte encouraged bis at-

tentions, 1 presuined thut ah. meant te
accept liii."

liem vas an injudicions speech, and site
knew it as aoon as ah. had uttered it.
His eyes flashed dangeronsly as lie hourd
hier aneer ut the pure, innocent girl ho
loved.

" You knew 1 loved lier," lio said st.rn-
ly, "and I shonld have asked lier te be
may vite, if yen liud net made me believe
that ah. cared for Nortli 1"

Lady Gludys feit, the bitternesa of
deatli pans over lier as ah. hourd thons
word.. Ail aiong site had deceived lier-
self witi tlie idea that hoe did net realiy
care for Dollie, that it wus only a peu-
îng funcy for a pretty nov face, which
would vanisli as quickly as it liad begun.
She was silent ;the duil moments passed
on alewly. She feit thut the man whom
ahite madly wershipped despised lier,
and what was verse, ah. believed that h.e
lad nover really leved bier. Without a
word, aIe siipped frrnm lier chair and feUl
ut iris feet in a swoen.

florrified, lie gazed de vn at lier as ah.
lay on tlie ground, lier loosenel liair rip-
piing and fleving over lier. His dream
vas realized; lie bad kiiled lier. Ho lifb-
ed lier up -a dead veight ini hie arme.
The beautif ni soft liair tonchedl bis banda
oaresigiy ; there vas no sign ef lite. *In
an agony et remorse lie calied lier by
every fond ioving name et vhich lie conld
tliink ; ho assured lier ef his forgiveness,
of lis love. He kissed lier; but &lhe lay
quiet in bis arms; and it seeme as if
nothing vould over trouble lier again.
Bett.r for lier if huad been se-botter for
lier if %h. might have been placed thon
in lier quiet gra 7e.

Sir Vivien ruised hie liead anddenly-a
man's face vitli a horrible mmii. upon it,
vus looking in at the vindov ; it vanish-
ed, and Sir Vivian rang for assistance,
and, leuving Lady Gladys ini the lieuse-

kepracare, lie vent ont te look for the
irue, but could find ne one. He re-

turned te tlieliouse, and vas met with
the 'joytui int.lligeî.ce that Lady Giadys
was botter, and hid gone te lier room.

Thst aftornoon there vasa leud ring at

the front deor bell ; it vas a visiter for
Laàdy Gludys.

"SI. cannet aee any one ; sie ia indis-
posedl," sauid tire lionsekooper importantly
rusthing inte tire hall in a stiff uc
silk.

Tlie strangor, a short, red-liaired mani,
mnttered sometbing that vas inaud-
ible.

III muet une bier; it i. on business.
Tell lier I carne freni the Waterwif ch. "

The housekeeper departed unvilingiy.
Presently sie roappeared.

"Lady Wurvin viii see yeu in a few
moments. Will yen cornte in ?"

$lie nshered hi into the library. He
mat down by tbe fine and teok np one et
the daily papons and begun te read. In
&bout hall an heur Lidy Gladys came in
and steod at a littie distance front him.
Ho did invoiuntary homage witb his
oyes te bier beauty, vhioli vas nov more
brilliant titan ever. Hon oyes ahane like,
stars, lier dusky clî.eks gleved with cel-
er, lier loosely-confined humr fell ligbtly
ever lier aheulders lik. a golden-brovn
cieud. Sh. did net begin the conversa-
tion, se ie gazed bis ifill ut lier.

"Yen have net lest your good looks in
fretting afaer me, my loving wite, " lie
aaid, vith a sneer.

"I1 tirouglit yen vere dead," aIe ans-
vered slowly. "1Why did yeu net cerne
homo seener 7"

'Il have neyer fiuttered mystîf tirat
yen vonid regret my absence. If I lied
thouglit se-vire knevs ?-I migît have
don. se!1 But, liaving lward from your
own lips that yen hated me, I did net
oxpect a very rupturona volcome homoe."

"I1 neyer said that I Iuted yen. "
"I1 hourd yen murrnuring it te your-

soif one day, after one et the pkcasant lit-
tde altercations 'which ve nsed te indulge
in occasionaliy, years ago."

l'Yen might have vritten."
" Wlîut la the use et talking like that ?"

lie ansvened roughly. 'Il did net; se
thon. is an end et it. I may have vished
te seo hoy yen weuld conduct yeurself
under tire beavy affliction whidli bof .11
yeu. I have aeen ; I arn satisfied."

At the cruel vends Lady Gladys looked
up.

"l1a that ail?" slie ask 'd in a cold
haughty tone. "If yenhava linishîed in-
sulting me, I wili ge"-moving boyards
thedoor.

"Net se fast, my lady; I have net
done vith yen yet. Do yen think I in-
tend letting yen go back te your lover----
yeu-rny vif "-corning close te lier
and hissing the last word. in lier oar.

"What de yen mean te do vitlî me?1"
slue asked cooly and imperturbably, eveny
fibre in lier body revoling againat, his
cloue contact.

He regurded lier vith grudging admir-
ation in hie arnail ferret oye.

1 -By Jeve, yen are a cool hîand 1
If yeu vere net my vite, I slîould adore
Yeu.>P

Hiding lier slîivening disgust et thi.
ides, she said quietly-

"'Yen naed te love me once."
"I1 did for a littie vhile," lie ugreed

"but it vas ail on one aide; se I grew
tired et it."

"'Whose aide V'
"'There cuir be no doulit an that peint.

I vas the fool"-roughly; "but I shaU
nover lie &gain."

"-W. can b. friends, ut ail events."
"I1 suppose se, lie' ansvered. anlkiiy,

aurpriaed ut lier unexpected gentieens.
III mean yen te live vibh me. Ne more
of your aid levers hanging on, my lady.
Yen are engaged te hlm, are yen net 1
Ageood jeke-tlîat !"-und lie laugbed
ieudly.

If lie had cauglit the look et Lady
Giady's eye lire vouid net have boon de-
ceived by lier apparent quietude.

"'Yen de not aeem te see the p oint et
the joke," lie observed vhen hie laughton
had snbsided. "It is tire hast yen vil

lir ave of that kind ; noel advise you
to makeilliemont et lb."

8h. dia net soem te bave hourd hi. ne-
mark@; at all eventa, @ho. did net notice
blis by word or look;- sho stood baside
him, like a qnoon condeaonding te one
et the hoveat et lier subjecta ; but, ini
roatlity. ne slave could be more utterly in
subjoctien te hia mater than aIe, the
venshipped beauty, the, qoen et se
many heurta, vas te the litte red-liuired
nman by lier aide ; and aIe knev it.

"'Hov beautiful yen are !".---taking up
a trois et bier golden-brovn irair and
vinding it round bie fingers. " And yen
are mine, te de vhat 1 like witli I
bonghb yen, yen knev !"----vith a cruel
1angl. "Will th. allier tellov blow Isa
brun ont, I vonder, when lio hemn tIat
I have turned up î"

'Il de net think no,'! she replied
ealuily.

"IWhat vore yen doig tis morning
that mude yen fuink 1" ho inquired cur-
ioualy.

"I1 have been in delicute hali for
soute birne",---- evasively.

"Have you ? I do net believe yen"'-
vibli sudden passion. "Tel me the truth
at once."

"Do net ask me nov, Robert," ah.
ploaded fuintly. III will tell yen somte
ether time."

Ho ieoked hli inclined te farce lier te
confess ; but uoeing that ah. vas white te
the lips, lie refrained ; lie bad ne desire te
maire a scene.

I'Did yen aee me yeaterday in Rains-
forth?"

"Yen !"
"Ah," lie thouglit, "alie vas telling

lier lover that I lad returned " and lie
atored tbis discevery in hae mernory te be
used as un instrument et torturo ut a
more convonient oeason. Thon uloud-
"Wouldn't yen liko te knov my adven-
bures since I hast mav yen Î"

She boved hoe bead in assent.
III suppose yen have gnessed by this

Lime that tb. Wazterwitch whicli vas
found wrecked vas net my yacht. I saw
the report et my auppeaed deubli in the
impers, anrd, for tlase rouons te vhioli I
have ulready rot erred, I succeeded ini
keeping rny nuine secret vitli a litte trou-
ble and a good deal et expenditure. For-
tnnateiy I liad enongli money wibli me for
my expenses. Hevever it ran short ut
hast; se I came buck te Edinbnrgh, stop-
ping ut Ruinsforth. Thero, I met you,
driving on a drag by Sir Vivian' aide. I
madei, fev enquiries i the tovn, and
boe I am. Bad yen botter net ait
dovu ? '-tartled by the look vhicli came
aven lier face ut tle memory lie recalled
et thut happy day whicb mli. had passed
by Sir Vivian'a aide.

Site sunk back on the sofa, and lookod
up ut him.

" ThaI, is ail, " lie said, in unsver te the
mute inquiry on lier face. 'Il carne te
mee yen this mernng, but fixrding that
you vere botter engaged, I rotrained.
By thre vay, I believe your lover lad the
fehicity et seoîng me ut tle windov ; I
disturbed hîim vbile lie vas careasing
yen.1p

"Was hue?"-ber white face fiushing
vith rosy deliglit.

"'Nene et thut 1" b.e muid fiercely. "'R.-
nienîber, yen are my vite."

8h. hid lier face in bier handa and
nuoaned. Thie siglit soemed te madden
him; anrd, grasping ber shoulder pas-
aionutoiy, hoe muid i a 1ev voice-

"'Stop thaI, or it vill b. the verse for
yen ?)y

"Oh, hev you hort t" aIe cried.
His fonrce grsp, lied made greal black

bruins on Ion tender brovir aliuldors.
Ho rotained lis lrold anrd looked quite
capable et carning lis tlireat, vben stepis
vere hourd outaide the. dean; sud hoe
dropped his band us Vivien enberod.
Lady Gadys raisod à desohate face te
hini but muid nething.

"Gladys," said lier lunabaird quietly,
"vwiii 7ru untroduce me te your

~friend it
8h. opened hon pale lips and eaayed

te speak; but no words came. Hor oye.
had the look of a hunted deer's. At lait
éhe speke-

"My husband-Sir Viviin Brani-
hall."j

They bowed ; Sir Robert looked eiger-
ly for nme trace of surprise on Sir
Vivian'a face; but there wau none. Wath
ail the self possesion which a London lite
lied tauglit him, lie subdued ail emotion
and murrnnred a few polit. phrases.

"I1 arn glad te maire your acquaint-
ance," said Sir Robert, srnuling agreeably.
III lîear that you have been very kmnd to
My wife."'

Sir Vivien bowed agaîdi.
"lSue will be no longer a burden upon

yonr hospitality, as 1 shall take her on
board my ya;clit."

" Yes V" said Sir Vivian interrogatiyely.
"Net to-night thougli, eurely; it in
tee late!1 To-morrow or the. noit
day?"

I'Te-morrow vill do," replied tii. oth-
or, after a short pause, during which hie
refiected that it would bo exquisite pain
for theni te aay "'Good-bye" te eacht
other. III hope we shall have the plea.
sure of seeing yeu et our sunmer rosi-
dence in Forfar some tirne this year. "

l'You are very good," returned Sir
Vivian courteously; I sahl b. most
happy."

After a tew more polit. remarks, Sir
Robert bowed himeif ont with the fin-
iahed politens of which ho waa master,
the door closed, and the two wore ale
once more.

"This must have been a great shock
for you. Lcdy Gladys," said Sir Vivian
softly. "Your huisband ought net te have
allowed you to be piaced in such a faise
position."

"eNo," site replied faintly with a cow-
ed , subdued look on lier sad face.

"IWhat has hoe sajd te lier?" wondered
Sir Vivien with deep pity, the deeper be-
cause rf his utter helpessness te aid lier
in any way.

"Say you fürgive me, Vivian 7" she
whipoed "Do not bat. me now."

Hi ye ere dim as hoe st down lie-
ieo hier and wondored what, lie could do

te comfort lier.
'-As I hope for Heave n, " he said sol-

omuly, 'Il sail always think of you as
the dearest friend I have ! And raenm-
ber, Gladys . thal, I saai always watcli
over you ; and if you want me for any
cause vliatever, even if it is at the other
end of the carth, aend for me and 1 will
corne V"

She broke down at iast, aud the hiot
tous feli dowiî alowly and silently.

"'Don't, dear, lie aaid sadly. III cani-
neot boar to see you se unliappy."

She made ne answer, only laid down
lier bead on bis shoulder, veeping quiet-
ly and miserably. Hol put his arma
round hier.

"Peor Gladys," lie said brokenly-
" my poor dariing 1" forgetting everything
but the uwful trouble et the wemun ut
hie aide wlio ioved liim.

lt was midnight. The cottage was
dark and stili ; there was silence i the
hall, up the stairn, and along the pas-
sages. Ail the lightm were ont; every
one vas aaleep, and the weary troubles et
the day gene by weoeblotted ont. Stay!
What was that 1 Could it be a ghost 7
A dark figure liad, noiselessly deacended
the stairs and -oreissed the hall. As its
Pi itehland was on the boit, thogreat
dlock in the cerner wlîirred loudly, and
then stopped. "One 1" Thegreat brok.
on silence settled dowu ugain. "Twe 1"
Under cover of the noisy clang the dark
figure opened the door, turned round,
and listened. "Tbree 1" The face vas
visible thon. It was Lady Gladys', lier
large oyen full of an uwf ni dread. The
long glass opposite reflected ber-a dark
figure, with long hair- fallingf like-a mani.
rie over bier, and bar. feet gleamung
whitely beneath ber black drapeiea.
"Four 1" A chair'rekd s he 0.


