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the greatest difficulties, have proceeded mainly on
the same line as our own, retaining ITipiscopacy as
an Apostolic ordinance.” But this was chicfly
munifested in the treatment of the subject of
Home Reunion, The vory greatest and deepest
desiro for such reunion was expressed, But
the Eneyelical, put forth, it must be remem-
bored, by the unanimous consent of the Bishops
thon nssembled, says, “ We lny down conditions
on which inter-communion is, in our opinion,
and according to our convietions, possible,
Tor, however we may long to embrace those
now alienated from us, so that the ideal of the
one flock may be realised, we must not be un-
faithful stewards of the great deposit entrusted to
us, We cannot desert our position either as to
faith or discipline. 'That concord would, in our
judgmont, be neither true nor desirable which
should bo produced by such a surrender.”

And one of theso conditions on which inter-
comwmunion is stated to be nlono possible is, as
is woll known :

“ The Higtoric Episcopate, locally adapted in
tho mothods of its administration to the vary-
ing necds of the nations and people called of
God into the unity of His Church.”

Could it be possible to declare more emphati-
cally than these words do, hofore the world,
that tho Iipiscopate is one of the things essen-
tial for the truo Church? I know, of course,
that attempts have beon made to distinguish
betwoen tho Episcopate ns an historie fuct and
a8 o doctrine, and it is alleged thut the former
alono is hore meunt. But, if people ave told that
they must nccopt Fpiscopuey as a fact oy
tho manner of the Ordination of their Ministers
before they can be admitted *into the unity of

the Church,” it is surely a mere quibble of

words 10 sny that they need not, with it, pledge
themsolves to any particular doctrine as to
why it is u necossity. The Bishops of the Am-
orican Chureh who first suggesied the four Ar-
ticlos accepted by the Lambeth Conferenco as
tho basis of a possible reunion, while declaring
thoir willingnoss to make all reasonuble conces-
sions on “ all things of human ordering and of hu-
man choice,” named these four, viz, : the Holy
Scriptures, the Creeds, the Two Saucramonts,
and the Histovie Bpiscopate, “as inherent party
of the sacred deposit of Christian faith and order,
committed by Christ and Ilis Apostles to the
Church, and as, therefore, essential lo the restora-
tion of unity.” (Sve Roport ol Committee, Lim-
both Conference,)
It is indeed n matlor of notoriely now, that
thore woro some Bishops who desired that
opiniony, similar to those exprossed by your
Lovdship, should be put forth on this nubject,
but the vory goneral disapproval with which
thoso opinions wore met proved oven more
cloarly and unmistakably the mind of the col-
loctive Kpiscopate us rvepresontative of our
LChureh,

A i\lxch an assortion, then, of the need of Kpis-
copNoy as 4 condition for :ny reunion with
other bodies, outweighs immensurably the
opinion that may bo oxpressed by any one
Bishop.

But, my Lord, I boliove the witness that our
Chureh does consider Ipiscopacy nccessary to
the oxistonco of & Church, is oven deoper nnd
sh'onﬁer than such ovidence as this, I beliove
it to bo enshrined unmistakeably and indelibly
in the formularies thut wo have all continually
to use. When the Article, * One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church,” was inserted in the
Creod, thero can be no doubt whatever that the
Church theroin meant was a duly orranized
visible body, baving a Ministry of ‘Bishops
Priosts and i)oncons; and o interpret that Ar:
ticlo of our Fuith as though it was intendoed to
mean, a8 your Lordship seomed to imply, *the
whole body of Christian mon dispersed
throughout,™ irrespeetivo of their organization
and of thoir ministry, soems to me to be using
most solemn words in & most loose manner, ab-

solutely contrary to the sense in which they
were intended, and are, us I believe, intended
still, since the Church has never declared her
intention that they should be interpreted in any
other sense than that which they had when
they were first used,

But, further, what cun the restriction of the
power to use tho words of Absolution, to Cele-
brate the Holy Communion, and to pronounce
the Blessing, to those who have been admitted
to the Order of the Priesthood mean, but this
same thing ? Can it for a moment be thought
that our Church moans that inside the Church
none but Priests may execute these Offices, but
that outside anyone is at liberty to do so with
cqnal validity and efficacy ?

But the ¢hief witnoss is undoubtedly in the
Ordinal itself. There, in the Prayers, as inthe
mber Collects, it is distinctly asserted that
God, by His * Divine Providence, kas appointed
divers Orders (not one only) in 1lis Chureh.”

Further, no body of Christians that does not
claim to have received the Commission of ils
Ministry in direct Succession from our Lord,
through the Apostles, has ever ventured to use
anything like the solemn terms of Commission
with which you, my Lord, send forth Priests to
minister to Christ’s flock, Those words of the
Ordination of Priests are either a most solemn
reality, conveying with authority a commission
that none but God, whether directly or in-
directly, could possibly give: or they are an
awful mockery, it not blasphemy. When you
use thoso words and commission Priests to
proach the Word and dispense the Sacraments,
are you really doing nothing more than any
little congregation of Christian men that meets
together and chooses to appoint & ministeris as
fully competent to do? If not, whore is tho
line to be drawn betwoen those who may and
those who may not cull and send Ministers?
Your Lordship did not, indeed, say what you
considered necessary for the validity of the
Sacraments, You only said that you did not
consider Episcopal Ordination necossary. But,
if onco the necessity of the Commission being
passed on from genoration to gencration
through individuals who have had power given
them in the Church to call and send others,—and
that i3 the essenco of Episcopacy,—is given up,
I confgss that 1, atleast, cannot see any reason-
ablo standing point between that and the ac-
knowledgment of a power inherent in the
smallest and newost congrogation that may
moet iogether to appoint one of their number
to minister to them. But if such & congrega-
tion may appoint & man to represent it in re-
ligious acts, [ do not see how it can make him,
as you, my Lovd, make tho Priests whom you
ordain, “ Ambassadors for Christ” and *¢ Stew-
ards of the Mysteries of God.”

My Lord, you told us that you ‘“were alivo
to tho evils of Dissent,” and were cager for the
reunion of Christians, and that it was this feel-
ing that took you to Grindelwald. You told us
also that you “ Joved and cherished Episcopacy
with all your heart,” and that you “ believed it
to bo tho best form of Church government,” I
cannot say that we were thanktul for the
avowal.  We took it for granted, or otherwise
you would assuredly not have been where you
wero.

But, my Lord, Thave seen and had cause to
feel the practieal “ ovils of Dissent,” and of our
divided Christendom, far more evidently than
it is possible, I venturoe to suy, for any one to
do in this country. I have seen something of
tho character and temper of Dissent, where
thoro is no excuso of an “ Established” Church
for it to pretend to excuse itself with semi-poli-
tical roasons for its existence, and I can, with-
out tho least hesitation or any fear of contradic-
tion, say this, that it is not because yir Lord-
ship, or anyono olse, declares that yor " cherish
and love” one form of Church gover. ent, or
think it the “best,” that the wound of our

divided Christendom will ever be healed, or the
“ ovils of Dissent” be overcome, The members
of those other bodies ““love and cherish” their
form of Church government, and think it,
whatever it may, ‘“the best.” What reason is
there why we should expect them to come over
to what we “ love and cherish” any more than
why we should not go to what they “love and
cherish,” that so we may be amicably one?
Nor can there be any real unity among Chris-
tians oxcept under one form of government.

The only power that can draw together the
scattered forces of those who “‘love the Lord
Jesus in sincerity” (and I believe that many of
those who have unwittingly separated them-
selves from the unity of the Church do most
earnestly love Him, and are most anxious to
sorve Him truly; I do not regard them as
“lepers,” though 1 believe them to be in most
unfortunate error) is the proclamation of some
way that we can tell men with unhesitating
voice i8 of God's ordaining, The mere prefer-
ences of men are the sure source of endless
schisms, Tho Trath of God can alone be the
rallying point for truc and lusting unity.

It is because I, too, most carnestly desire the
reunion of all who * call themselves Christians,”
and that “ they may be led into the way of
truth,” and becauso I believe that your Lord-
ship’s words, spoken at the Congress, would, if
they were accepted as tho right interpretation
of our Churceh's position, far from making for
union, tend indefinitely to postpone that happy
consummation, if not make it altogether impos-
sible, because tuking away all solid basis for
such reunion, that I have felt it my duty, how-
evor unimportant my voice may bo, to make
this my solemn protest against the words your
Lordship uttered as President of the Congress,

I am, my Lord, yours obediently,
ApELBERT ANsoN, Bishop,
Master of St. John's Hospital, Lichfield ; formerly
Bishop of Qu Appelle, NW.T., Canada.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

NExt year's Church Congress will be held in
Exeter, ngland,

Tuz Bishop of Bedford is ill, and has been
prohibited from working for soveral months

Tur Churech Army has opened a new Train-
ing House for Nurses in Marylebone, London,

AN East End “ Mission” is to be commenced

in the rural deanery of Stepney, London, coni-
mencing- 19th Nov.

A very handsome Cuiorcn INSTITUTE is being

built in Lausanno, Switzerland, on a site ad-
Joining Christ Church.

Mg, Tox Maxny states that the report in the

Times that he had applied for and accepted
nomination as Deacon of the Chureh is untrue.

Tue Bishop of London has contributed a

second sum ot £200 to the Schools Relief Fund,
:C? which the Dean of St. Paul’s also contributes
100.

Tue Bishop of Ripon has been appointdd by

the Board of Theological Studies to be lecturer
in Pastoral Theology at Cambridge for the en-
suing year.

Ar the October meeting of the S.P.C.K.
money grants to the extent of £2,832 and book

grants to £977 123, were made to different
Home and Coloniul objects.

Turovalt a benefaction under the will of the



