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Commemoration of Imaum Houssayn.

. 93, 1841.—This is the first day of the Mus-
Sﬁ,l:,an x’nonth, Moharrum, the first ten days of
which are spent, by all good Mussulmans of the
Sheeah faith, in lamenting the unhappy fortune
of the imaum Houssayn. ~According to our meer-
za, ¢ All Mussulmans a;semble in their mosques
during these days, to listen to t}:e Freacbmg of
the moolahs. All men are clad in black, and ail
spirits, men, and angels weep and mourn for poor

oussayn, whose misfortunes were greater than
those of any man, who ever lived.” .

95.—At an early hour this morning, having
first learned that my presence would not be un-
accepiable, I went fo the house of the beglerbeg,
the former governor of this province, and a very
devout Mussulman, to witness the daily services
of the Moharram, which are -performed there as
well as in the mosques.  Although the sun had
but just risen, a large congregation had assembled,
and were seated on carpets, spread in the yard
and in the adjoining rooms. An elevated plat-
form was standing in the midst of the crowd, for
the convenience of those who took the lead in the
gervices. A company of moolahs opened the

erformances by singing in oriental style. Two

y3, then, who had been trained by the moolahs,
mounted the platform, and recited, with great ef-
fort, a piece, containing many touching strains
relating to Houssayn. Another youth followed
them, when three moolahs, one after the other,
entered the pulpit, and related the incidents in
the last days of the beloved imaum. Their dis-
courses consisted principally of simple narrative,
drawn from the life of the nnfortunate man. The
speakers often manifested the deepest emotion,
nsing from their seats, and throwing all their en-
ergies into their address. The crowd often cried
aloud, sobbing like children.

March 4.—With Mr. Breath, I attended 2 re-
presentation of the closing scene of imaum Hous-
sayn’s life. Before the exhibition began, several
moolahs addressed the assémbled multitude. One
of the principal moolahs took the opportunity to
call upon the people to contribute to the support
of the ecclesiastical order. As an inducement for
them to give, the moolah assured thom that he
would offer up prayerin their behalf. One young
man, whose brother was absent on a distant jonr~
ney, pledged two tomans (five dollars) if the moo~
lah would make prayer for his safe return. When-
ever a pledge was sent in, the moolah would at
once invoke a thousand blessings upon the donor,
and assure him of a place in paradise.

During these preparatory performances, many
little boys were passing to and fro among the
multitude, with a bag of water suspended on their
shoulders, from which they presented a draught,
in a small cup, to whomsocver wished, heing as-
sured, as I was told, that, in return, water would
be given to them in paradise, and also to their
mothers -and friends. One is reminded by this
custom, of our Saviour’s words, ¢« He that giveth
a cup of cold water 1o a disciple, in the name of
a disciple, shall not lose his reward.”

After a while, the trumpet sounded, and the
tepresentation began. The origin of the tragedy
13 briefly this :—

There was a mortal feud between the friends of
Omar and the friends of Aly. The king of Da-
mascus, a Soonce, took Houssayn prisoner, and
condemned him to death. He was subjected to
great indignity, and the sad story of his wrongs,
as related by his friends, is not a little affecting.
His wife and children are in chains, and come
forward, rending the air with their shricks, to
move upon the Bard heart of the king, who had
determined that Houssayn should die.  Their im~
poitunity was unavailing. The king’s order was
executed, and ¢ the good imaum®® was no more.

During the--whole scene the multitude sobbed
aud wept, and at times broke forth into loud la~
mentation.  Never did those affecling incidents
in the history of the Jewish people, as related in
the Seriptures, seem so full of reality, where it
is said, ¢ all the people lifted np their voices and
wept.” I question if it ever occurs in the West
as in the East, that a whole congregation is con~
vulsed with emotion, giving vent to their feelings
in cries and tears. During mast of the represent-
alion, the multitude were beating their breasts,

which dre laid bare during the"month of lament-
ation, and often with great violence.

We long to see this-benighted population thus
mourning on account of their sins, and turning
away from them. They weep easily at the story
of the wrongs of their imawm, but have no tears
to shed on account of their alienation from God.

17.—A Koord, chief of a ncighbouring tribe,
called and spent two hours. He and a large num-
ber of his warriors are remaining in the city to he
in atiendance on the Ameer Nizam. Unlike most
of his race, he is mild and polished in his man-
ners, being quite equal in this respect to any Per-
sian.

20.—Just after sunrise this morning, three wo-
men appeared at my door, sent by the .!])rincc-go-
vernor. One of them was quite ill, and she a ne-
eress, the prince’s slave, brought from Africa.
While she was waiting in the passage for the me-
dicine which I was preparing for her, one of her
attendants, wishing to gratify her curiosity, en-
tercd my room. When she saw all my books, ar-
ranged in view, she exclaimed, ¢ How many Ko-
rans! I think, with so many, you can write &
prayer which will restore the alienated affections
of a husband to his wife.”” Probably most of the
books which she ever saw were Korans, and she
inferred that mine must be the same. There isa
class of men in the country who profess to write
prayers which act as charms in controlling conju-
gal affection.

In a former number, we noticed the ariival of
Dr. GrRANT at Mosul, in Mesopotamia, after a
narrow escape from a band of predatory Arabs.
The following is the Doctor’s own account of the
journey :— .

I reached this city on the 25th ult., (Ang. 1841)
after spending six weeks among the Nestorians
of the mountains, from whom I met with the
same cordial reception which I had experienced
on my former visits. So interesting was the
field, that I would fain have protracted my stay,
and was on my return to the residence of the pa-
triarch, when I received the afllictive intelligence
of the death of Mr. and Mis. Mitchell, and of the
scrious illness of bipther-and sister Hinsdale,
which constrainad me to aller my coise, and
hasten to the relicf of my surviving associates as
speedily as possible, notwithstanding the route
was rendered dangereus by the hostile attitude of
the ncighbouring Koords, In consequenee of
this, the Nestorians were unwilling 10 accompa-
ny me beyond their awn borders,” and many of
them remonstreled against my procceding at’all,
Bat I rezarded the indications of Providence as
clear, and at length prevailed upon the malak of
Lezan to send an escort with me to the horders
of Amadieh. To avoid the intervening Koords,
they chose to make the journey in the nizht; and
after a slow and toilsome ride and walk (for I was
obliged to climb several of the most difficull pas—
ses on foot) of twelve hours, I found myself the
next morning upon the summit of a mountain
which overlooks the impregnable foitress of Ama-
dich, and two or three miles disfant. Here my
Nestorian attendanls, now nine in number, two
having gone out on the way, returned with the
single mule which conveyed myself and my ef-
fects, and left me to pursue my way down the
mountain, attended by asingle Koord, with whom
I could exchange but a few simple phrases, as he
knew neither Syriac nor Turkish, the two lan-
guages with which 1 have been conversant in
these countries. :

As we trudged along down the deep narrow de-
file, which led from the summit to'the base of the
mountain, we suddenly met two lywless Koords,
who manifested some disposition tg ake posses-
sion of my property, which my Kooiilish altend-
ant was carrying upon his back, and which they
might easily have done, as neither myselfnor at-
tendant was armed.  But with some parleying
and inquiry who I was, they passed on'; and of-
®r a tedious walk of nearly two hours, ascending
{0 the fortress, 1 entered the walls of Amadiel.
Here I obtained anothier raule. and proceeded the
same evening on my way fo Mosul.,

As I emerged from the mountains, I was met
hy other perils in a powerful tribe of Arabs, who,
in the absence of the pasha, who had gone witk
his soldiery away to Mardin, were ravaginz the
country around Mosul, and had robbed or taken
possession of several villages on my route, and
driven away the flocks which fcll in their way.

By diverging from the direct voad, and making
careful inquiries, I was enabled to avoid the
Arabs ; and, through the ever walchful care of
Him who in faithful verity hes said, Lo I am
with you alway,” T was hrought in safety to my
anxious, afflicted, and still suffering friends in
Mosul, and at a time when my prolessional scr-
vices were particularly important, as a means of
restoring brother Hinsdale from a relapse of his
fever, which scized him the day after he last
wrote to you, and had brought him so low, that [
had many anxious fears for the result for four or
five days after my arrival.  But, through the
blessing of (God, the means used have been so far
blessed to his improvement, that [ regard him ir
a convalescent state, and wiih a fair prospect of
an entire recovery, though it will be long hefore
he regains his strength.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

HOW TO BRGIN THE DAY.

As soon as ever thou awakest in the morninz,
keep the door of thy heart fast shut, that no earth-
Iy thouzht may enter, before that God come in
first 3 and let him, before all others, have the fint
place therein.  So all cvil thoughis, cither wiil
not dare to come in, or shall the cusier be kept
out; and the heart will more savour of piety and
godliness all the day after. But if thy heart be
not at thy first awaking filled with some medita-
tions of God and hiz Word, and dressed like ti e
lamp in the tabernacle, every morning and even-
ing, with the oil olive of Goi’s Word, and per-
fumed with the sweot incense of prayer, Satan
will attempt to fill it with worldly cares er flesh-
ly desires, so that it will grow unfit for the ser-
vice of God all the day after. Begin, therefore,
evary day’s work with God’s Word and prayer.
Medidate how Almighty God can, in the resur-
rection, as easily raise up the body ont of the
grave, from the slgfp of death, as he hath this
morning wakened®thee in thy bed, ont of the
sleep of nature. At the dawniag of which resur-
rectien day, Christ shall come fo be glorified in
Lis saints, and cvery one of the bodies of the
thousands of his saints. being fashioned like unio
his glorions Lody, shall shinc as bright as the sun.
All the angels shining, likewise, in their glory,
the hody of Christ suvpassing them all in splen-
dour and glory. If the rising of onc sun make
the morning sky so glorious, what a bright, shin-
ing, and glorious morning will that he, when so
inzny. thousand thousands of hodies far brighter
than the sun shall appear, and accempeny Christ
as his glorious train? Let not any transitory
profit, pleasure, or vain glory of this day cause
thee o lose thy part and partion of the cternal
bliss and glory of that day which is properly
termed the Resurrection of the Just—bul endea-
vour thou, with the cyes of liith, to foresce the
elorious light of that day.—Reyly.

TIE POWER OF SIN.

Siv, as Newlon says, first deceives, and then
hardens. In northern clivaes, travellers are so
uvercome by cold, as to sink into the arms of dea!
without feeling the azonices of dissolution,  So it
is with sin. Read the context: <«Who being
past feeling, have given themselves over ta las-
civiousness, o work «!l unelernness with greedi-
ness,””  Beware of trifling with litlle sinz.” Soina
sin themselves into stonis.  We are none of us
safe from this, but in thearerey of God in Chiist
Jesus.  «But ye have not so learned Chsist.”
An eminent man socing one suffer for a hoinous
crime 3 € I see mysell,” said he, ¢ in that man,
but by the grace of Gad.” Jesus teaches us by
the Spirit. ~ Our frequent iu!ls oughtto lead us lo
the covenant office of the Spirit, by which he
teaches his people.—Ree. 1. Howels.

AFFLICTION MAKFES “POLISHIED SIIAFTS.”?
Buxnvax hat not wrilten the ¢Pilzrim?’s Progress®”
if he had not been shut ap twelve years in Bediord
Juil 3 Baxter had not written tie ¢ Saint’s Ever-
lasting Rest,® if sickness has ned brought him to
a near erntemplition of he 2 Blwards? djs-
i te diny leasure at
s 9 frpnipy Jato the
Pl Rrainerd had not
lived ““an the shores of efornity,”” the untutored
fadian ha-l not droppead his tom !
ont or kis ovetwhelming pe
tur adummelt, Galluinm
“Tlave merey upch ime, have smerey upon ma.?
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