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:’ to change their opinions if there were need to change them in order to
ov Ve at the proper decision, if a reporter were sitting by to publish
Siuction. Novabons coming o 1o epumts e e b ol
. 8 CO om the country could not be well in-
f(’"_-“ed of the business beforehgnd ; they had to l?a’.rn the facts when they
:Tived, and they might express opinions which in the course of discus-
Slon they might find it right to change, but it was very difficult to change
82 opinjon after it had been taken down. His opinion was that if re-
T8 were present the debates of the Council would be of much less
Eem"tm&l value. There was another danger. He hoped that in time pub-
i education and other beneficent institutions woulg improve their poli-
d&iq 5 but now they wanted to confine them to their own sphere. They
if not want them in their soup or in their education. He believed that
ey had reporters taking down the debates, and the newspapers com-
Wenting on them afterwards, it would be very’ difficult to keep out poli-
bica, ﬁe did not say this on mere speculation. Not long ago a question
Va8 raised about a debate in the Board on the subject of the Depository
sod if they remembered the comments of the two leading newspapers on
ofat occasion, they would recollect that they both fixed upon the objects
heir political aversion for attack. At present the %oa.rd was not
. Itical. Politics were excluded from it. (Checrs.) It was governed
Tl;] ly—whether it went right or wrong—Dby the interests of education.
a%, he thought, in this political world was a valuable characteristic,
One which he should not like needlessly to endanger. He was as
;?at a friend of publicity as could be, and if there was any ground for
Pgosmg that the Board did not deliberate honestly, or played tricks
With the ublic, by all means let the doors be thrown open and the re-
Porterg 4 itted, but the object was not that it should talk well, but that
%sh(mld work well, and reporting was a great impediment to work.
thh:rl;lo.sﬁ important work the Council had done during the year had been
vision of text books. They were all aware that in that as in ever
e&ua_rhnent of this great and cm)x’xplex system change ought to be ver§
th tious, but the text-books must be kept up to the level of the age, and
® Council could not be responsible for anything else. (Cheers.) He
New there had been a great desire for a new or revised geography (hear,
), and that had been put in hand under good auspices. Then the
Mmar wag considered to need a change. (Hear, hear.) That change
a:id en made, and a grammar introduced the best the Council could
°ct, although he feared it might at first present a rather novel arrange-
ent and nomenclature. It was very difficult to find a good English
the ; BT Most grammars had been written by people who had studied
© Inflected languages and thought English was inflected, though, un-
Onllnately they knew that it was not. People who had studied Greek
all d Latin, ,es cially Greek, looked for theiI:' forms everywhere. The
m‘ﬁ‘Wa.ﬂpi.ar}:a‘i:tly homogeneous, almost perfectly inflected, and in forms
:lld Modes of thought far superiox" to any modern language. ' English was
clusil?zexéti)be{(ng t;(;Jl((ecedingfly heterogeneous 2}::(1 1}110t inﬂe%tet}; AnoTtlllJer
xt-books taken up for revision was the history books. e
m found no really good h[i)story of Canada for the useyof schools. ang
+ Dad to invite the learned men of the Province to turn their attention
bo(:t’ but he doubted if anything very valuable in the way of a text-
of O“r“;?ultdhl?e produ(i;zvd% ]:iln consg(;uenﬁe (1>f }tlhf.disconnecti(ll character
80; a8t history. ith regard to English history, would there was
meoime who with the knowledge of the present da); united the talent
Ay _storglta}i, an';l. would give usff sutc}(xi ab n;;x;:atwe :s his llust}cine; were,
w rical writing was now affected by the question whether history
”ienzes:m“ﬁf’ aﬁd tl::)l be htreafled. as one in the same way as the physical
fieq tha:i; it r. Buckle thought it was, but he (Mr. Smith) was not satis-
heng,.. 1b Was 80, because he had not yet found any cx%)lanntwn of the
tlgq lfnena of conscience and moral responsibility, which seemed to ex-
s eng, ree will, and if they admitted free will there was something in the
ffe Mena of human action, of which history was made up, which was
ucienre.“t from the phenomena of the scientific world, and repelled the
ety odc treatment applicable to it. Still, no doubt scientific habits and
not had told a good deal upon the treatment of history, so that if it
w‘g‘ bect.)me more scientific 1t had at least become more philosophical,
the j; st:)t might be terme(é the ““drum and trumpet history,” and more
Tgg Ty of opinions and institutions. This affected the larger histo-
’[vhe:;lol‘e than the text-books, but it affected all to a certain extent.
any Was, however, one element in history which was not affected by
q:::t‘lon as to its being a scicnce—that was the ethical part, the
Shay Wastion of human character in great persons and great events, and
K adori part most suited to children, and most required in any text-
hag ), °gted by the Council. Another class of books about which he
baby, ard a good deal said in the local associations, and which must pro-
ing {::]’:10 on gome day for inspection, if not for revision, was the read-
%Pathiﬂ' (Hear, hear.) His own inspection .of them led him to
8ting 41 o€ With those who thought a change should be made, but before
h g g
u:ij“m;y must settle some principle on which they should act. Was
®Pecifio ; to be purely literary, simply to teach reading, or to convey
hot; 1, ° Wormation at the same time ? Although the two objects might
&fbook:b.s":lﬁtely incompatible, yet they would frame a very different set
Ty, ley went on one principle or the other, That must be de-
Bﬁ%ﬁg&m by another question as to ‘the *“ programme "—whether
::ophﬂmi;‘ifis nlOW li)pon it should be left there or not. If the scientific
Veq. cal subjects now introduced in the programme were re-
ing here would e an additional reason to introduce themn into the
;'H“S'. oks, and so convey information no longer given in any other
Y turpg dther point to which the attention of the Council was incident-
was the relations between the text-books and religious

teaching, and the conclusion to which the Council came in substance
was, that it would desire all text-books, and books emanating from it,
to be pervaded by the sentiment of a Christian community (cheers), but
it would not introduce into them anything in the way of dogma—any-
thing of a deneminational or sectarian kind. He considered the latter
provision to be sound and valuable. Some said not without plausibility
—“The Roman Catholics have their Separate Schools; the rest
are Protestants; and we may introduce into them all doctrines in
which all Protestants agree, or to which none strongly object.” That,
in the first place, was stereotyping a system which, after all, he hoped
was merely a concession to a temporary need. He thought our Legisla-
ture acted wisely in instibuting Separate Schools. He thought they
must look facts in the face, and must consider how difficult it would
have been to get the Roman Catholic portion of their population to co-
operate in any sort of national system unless they had made that conces-
sion, He did not say the %I:fpriety would be go clear if the aggressive
spirit lately shown by the Ultramontane party were to spread through
t{iis country. He thought then the relations of the Roman Catholics to-
wards the Government and society in general would be open to question.
As things had been, however, he thought it wise, but he did not want to
stereotype it—he did not want to write over all the public schools
¢“This is a school which the Roman Catholic cannot enter.” The address
which he made to them last year had called down some sharp criticisms
from eccleslastical quarters, to which he thought it better not to reply.
They had come from his excellent friend the Archbishop of Toronto, his
excellent friend the Provost of Trinity College, and from a High Church
clergyman of the Church of England, who wrote over his initials in the
Mail. They would see that a1l these criticisms came virtuaily from the
same quartcr—but they would bear him witness that he spoke as strong-
ly as it was;possible to speak on the importance of religious education,
and that he said he looked forward carnestly to the day when not only
would education be religious, but they would be able to rcintrodnce re-
ligion into the teaching of their public schools, instecad of the present
system of secular education in the schools aud religious education at
home and in the Sunday school, which was the result of a time of reli-
gious perplexity and division, when it was impossible to get people to be
all taught the same creed. But what those gentlemen all wanted was
not religious but clerical education—education under the control of the
clergy. The Catholic Archbishop had more than once poured balms
upon his head from the height of his pulpit, but in the Council they met
on the most friendly terms and in the most friendly manner. (Cheers.)
The Provost of Trinity College commenced mildly, but he warmed as he
went on, and the High Church rector was, he might say, personal, but
aseribed that only to his piety. With regard to the Archbishop’s
criticisms, if he thought it quite certain that clerical control over educa-
tion was really conducive to the interests of popular education, he would
only like him to look at Spain and her colonies, Portugal, Brittany,
Ttaly, the Roman Catholic a'{Parts of Belgium, and the other countries
where clerical education had heen most complete, and tell him honestly
what had been the results. The Provost’s principal objection was that
he had underrated the activity of the Established Church of England in
regard to popular education, Let him distinguish the Establishment,
which was a political institution, from the Church. The Church, when
it became political, and political power was placed in its hands, seemed
to him to suffer by what it thought to be an accession of power. The
Provost’s statement that the Church of England had taken up the mat-
ter of popular ecducation before the close of the war against revolutionary
France was literally correct. But that war divided itself into two
parts. The first was the struggle against revolutionary France
and the French Republic, and then the Tory or High Church
reaction in England was very high indced. Afterwards it was
a struggle against Napoleon, and then the reaction became less
violent. After the struggle ceased the liberal or progressive movement
began again, and he contended that it brought with it popular educa-
tion. In support of this statement he quoted a passage from Lord Rus-
gell’s *“ Recollections and Suggestions,” The new High School scheme
was likely, he thought, to fulfil its purpose. They had learnt from the
newspapers that a question had arisen about the Depository. A com-
mittee was appointed to enquire into the Depository, and to consider its
relations to the book trade and its general utility to present circumstan-
ces. He consented to serve on the committee while doubting whether
the Council had, under the Act defining its powers, power to ca

through that enquiry effectually. The (Lnestion was ultimately raised,
and he could not say positively that it had power, after a satisfactory
enquiry, to makea comﬁlete report, and so, instead of voting for the re-
ception of that report, he was very glad to vote for a reference to the
Government, suggestingthat, as the institution was one of an exceptional
kind, and the trade which it affected felt and expressed itself aggrieved
at its interference, it was desirable for the Government from time to
time to enquire into it in order to see that it fulfilled the purposes of its
institution and did not interfere with any established trade. The report
contained an explanation by the Office of the uses of the Depository, and
a defence of it as an institution. He did not mean to say that there was
not a great deal in that defence. His mind was entirely free from pre-
judice on the question, but he thought the institution should be subjected
to occasional enquiry. It was true that Government built ships and
manufacturcd arms 1n its own yards, because they were absolutely ne-
cessary, and private traders could not be relied on to supply them when
wanted, or of the exact description required, but books were sure to be
provided by the trade. The book trade was the natural organ for the




