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. ommerce and Lmagnitude;-dnd ‘that many - yéars had elapséd from the -

- “timeof :jts foundation before any scrious thonghts "had been'entertaitied

-~ masonry, sufficient’only.to overawe: or: prevent.a surprise front thé n

" nation‘a

. muarding themselves against the ofterimeditated surprisés of their én N
“The town -was: thereforé. ordered- to-'be ificlosed- by. the 'Chevaliér ‘de -
Guer de

-‘of Fortifying it. ./ Indeed; during the most part of this perigd, the feelings
- of tlie * Ciinddians. SF il thein

. with.whith théy' hid*accustomed -themselves t C Wh']

| vvery-and: tiilikary skill;s had takeh 50 deép'a oot that it Was almosti

 ‘possible’ o €oniyiiice thein' of the nécessity’ o

“aformidablé :andidurable: defence.* . - They 'w rtair

- -ag they weté not riclisiit may be rea§énably suppostil, that theicourige

" could-be bronglit-iriore readily intd action in defencs of their fandiliés and. -

as we-niay: now-call them—and:the firm - confidence.. "
" place in theiriqwn br

£ enclosiig ' the' town. witli
vete Lcertainly 'bid g

sroperty,; that:their gald-¢ould be levied-to' defray the ‘éxpénce’6f2 fegu-
Jar fortification; "1f* this trait'in the chaiaétel: of the'ingiént Canadians:

- Ve true=<and we-have riot the smallést reiisoii to doubt-it—it iscertainly.
" a'circiimstance highly -Hongurable td theivémdry, -and Wworlhy of being
- jiregerved by their posterity as-d’piece.of Spattan’lieroidi ' :

~1n:thehistory of the'new world, B}it‘peiCei\iirx%‘ the frowing importancé

unéxammple

«of the'place with-its total: exposure;- the natiral jealousy 6f - the. Iroquois

. .promipted them to & degree  of thatred that rendered their incursions not -

f :

. only - hore frequent but-a grent deal’more: artful : and *alarming. ' N

: o
" bravery can withstand the eold -and bloody intrigues of. dh Tridian-§ and -

the people - of *Montréal ' became : at ldst persuaded’of the nécessity :-of

s

Calliers, ‘hrother {0 the celebrated Plénipoténtiary: of Ryswick. - At fivst;

- and nearly for forty years afterwards, :this batrier-only consisted éf slight
- palisades;. surmounted * by ‘a bastion;'and-a defective -tedoubt built on'st
- Jittle~hill'in’the.. centré of; the - town, - which 'served as 2" bulwaik, and

.- dvhich ‘was :terminated by a small square; but so'stmiple 4'defence’ not

- promising-to'the-town" and: its’ inhabitants . that “security. Which “was's¢ -

- “essentially necedsary to their prosperity:and happiness, it was afterwards,

encompassed with the miore powerful safeguard-of a-very slendei wall of
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“serous- tribes - of: Indians- ihose - jealous * attention -had beetr, drawn
:towards it.~ ‘This wall,-however, was fifteen feet -high; With battleidnts]

" having six-or seven gates large and-small,-: The: city thus énclosed ‘and

defended, the inhabitants soon began-to pursuc their different avocations
with-a spirit, a confidence and -glacrity, which conveyed sanguine expect

", tations of thefuture prosperity of. the settlement. i Thesé expectations

were not disappointed. i The fur trade'was the first the Europeans carried

“on‘in,Canada. * It was begun at the -French'. colony, at Tadousac; a' port

situsited ‘thirty-leagues below Quebec. .. In"process: of time all this” tradé”

- centered in-Montreal.” The'skins were brought thither in canges'in™ the'
" ‘month-of June. - The number of Indians who resorted to:this city in-

creased,’ as the fame of - the Trench spread further. The account of the '
reception they had met with, the sight of the things they had received in
-exchange for their goods, :all contributed.toincrease this'traffic.” -Whes
ever therretgi;rnéd with a fresh supply of furs, they always brought a new
ong: with them,Thus-a kind-of: faic:was opened,; to.which:tha.
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‘several tribes of the continént resorted




