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the Loy, Lawrenco ;. you have 1o one to think of |

- oxcept yoursell, unless, indeed,  Mrs, Fvans—'’

¢ Oh, she’s all'right 1" broke in" his cousin

1 believe she has’ taken n funcy to Wikkey."'

" Then I do not see why you should not take

your own _way in the matter, provided always

that the boy's helongings do nut stand jn the

way.  You muat cousider that, Lawrenen ; you

may be Ubringing a swirm abeut you, and

Wikkey's relations may not prove as disinter.
“ested as himself.”

“ But that is just the beauty of it, ho hasn’t

any beloogings, for | asked him ; beyond
- paying a shilling for a bed to some hag ke calls
Cgkimmidg»,' he ‘seems to have no tie to any
living creature.” ‘ g

“That- being 80,” said  Reginald, slowly;
“and il you do unt feel alarmed about your
spoous, 1 don't sce why you should not meake
the little soul happy, and”—he ndded with «
smile—*‘ get a blessing too, old fellow, though

Ldoubt you will bring & sad time on yourself,
fawrenee.”’ . o

Lawrence gave o sort-of self-pitying little
shrug, but did ot look daunted, and. his cousin
went o :

¢t Meauwhile, I think the hag ought to be
made aware of your intentions; she will be
looking eut for her rent.” )

¢ Bother ! I forgot all about that,” exclaimed
Lawrence ; ‘faud 1 haven't a minuts to spare ;
I wust race back to xet the boy's mind at rest,
and it's close upon nine now. What's to be
done T’ . .

*Lwook here, I'll eomne back with you now,
and if you eau get me Mrs. Skimmidge's address
Vil go and scttle matters with her and glean.
any information I can about the boy; she may
possibly - be more communiestive to me than to
you. I know the sart, you see.”

As Lawrence encountersd Wikkey's pere-
trating geze he felt glad that his mind was made
up, and when the quéstion came in a low,
gasping voice—* I say, guvner, are vou going
to send me away V'—he sat down on the end of
the sofa and answered,

“No, Wikkey, yvou are going to stay with
me.”

“ Always 17

Lawrence hesitated, not knowing quite what
to say.

““Always is a long time off ; we needn’t think
about that; vou are going lo stay with me
now,” and then, feeling some compensation
necessary for the weakuess of his comduct, he
added very gravely—-'* that is, Wikkey, if vou
promise to be a gnod lay and to mind what |
and Mrs. Evanssay to you, and always tospeak
the truth.”

“T'H be as good as ever 1 know how,” suid
Wikkey, meckly s *sand T yeckon 1 cha'n't
bhave much eall to tell Hes. o Yes, ' he good,
gavner, if you let me stop,” and sgain the black
eyes were taised o his in dog-like appeal, and
fixed on his fuce with snel intensity that Law-
renee - felt almost embarrassed, and  ghad to
escape after cliciting the “ hag's” address amd
promising to return 1o the vvening.

1 will look in this evening and tell you what
I 'have done,”' Reginall saiil, as they went ont
together ; *“aud also 1o get a peep at - Wikkey,
about whom | am nota little curions.” '

*Yes, do, Reg 1 1 chall want come help, you
know, for 1 suppese I've got a young heathen
to deal with'y anmd if he's going {o die and all
that one must teach him sowething, and Um
sure 1 ean't do it

“He has got the firt element of religion in
him at any rate--he has learned to look up”

Lawrence reddened and gave a short langh,
saying~—

‘] oam not so sure of that:" and the twomen
went on their respeetive ways. ~ '

““The **hag' began by taking up the offen-

v

sive line, uttering dark threats as to ** polive”

aud ' rascals ss made off without paying what

they owed.””  Then she assumed the defensive-—
““lone widows as has to get their living snd
must look sharp after their honest earnings
and finally hecante pathetic over the < motherless
boy” on whom she had apparently Tavished an
almost parental affection, ‘but she could give no
account . of Wikkey's antecedents beyond the
‘fact that his mother died three years since, the
only trace remaining of her being an old Bible,
which Skimmidge made n great merit of not
~having sold when she bad been foreed to take
what ¢“ bits of- thinga” were left by the dead
woman in payment: of back réit,  omitting to
—aoention that no one had been anxious to pur-
Yes, she would part with it to his

chase it,
reverence for the sum of two shillings, und Mr
Trovor, after -settling with ' Mrs. Skimmidge
pocketed the bo

“the inscription—
' - Saran WiLRINS,
i’fom her Sunday School Teacher.
(7;jqn,bwy, 18—

Wilking ! liiiglnt'tlmt not account for Wik-

key's odd name? Wilking,
it did not seem unlikely.
That m'hnin'g, Reginald, ente

Witky, Wikkey

ring lis cousin’

sitting-room, fomkl Lawrence leaning back in

“his nrm-chaic on one side of the fire, aud on th
other his strange little: guest lying propped -
~on the sofa, ‘which had _been drawn up withi
- rench of-the glow. S )
SOWell,” hieosaid,
are you getting on Wikkey. 7’
< The black eyes scanned b
amoment, and then s high: weak. v

ak, ou the fly-leaf of which was

i50 this is Wikkey :-how

is {ace narrowly. for

! 1t wouldn’t warm & chap much fur to look
‘at hin ;- he nin’t much ‘to look at anyhow,” and
Wikkey turned away his head ‘and studied ‘the
cretonne pattern on his sofa ns if there was
nothing more to be said on the subject.
Evidently ‘the fair, almoust fragile face which
possessed such. attraction for Lawrence in hin
strength had none for the weakly boy ; possibly
ke had reen -tag many pale, delicate -faces to
cere much about them:  But Lawrence, nnrea.
sotably nettled, broke out hotly—
* Wikkey, you mustn’t talk like that " while
the curate Jaugheéd and sajd—
‘ANl right, - Wikkey, stick to. Mr. Granby;
Lut I hope yon and I'wili be good friends yet ;"
then drawing another chair up to the fire hie
began fo talk to his cousin.
Presenmily the high voice s
“Why musn't I, guvner?
“Why mustn't you what 1"
”“ Tulk like that of Aim?” pointing to Regin-
ald,
‘! Because it's not civil. - Mr. Trevor is my
fricnd, and 1 am very fond of him.”
¢ Must 1 like evervthink as youlike
“Yes, of course,” said  lLawrence,
antused.
“Then 1 will, guyner—Yut it’s a rum stagt.”’
He ‘lay still after that while the two men
talked, but - Reginald noted how the boy's eves
were searcely ever moved from Lawrence’s face.
:Ls:dha took leave of his cousin in the hall he
said-—
“You will do wmore for him just now than [
could, Lawrence ; you will have to take him in
hand.”
“But ] haven’t the faintest notion what to
do, Reg. -~ T shall have to come to you and get
my leason up.  What am I to begin with 77
“ Time will show ; let it come uaturally. Of
course 1 will give you any help { ean, but yeu
will tackle bim far better than I could. You
have plenty to work upon, for if ever a boy
toved with his whole heart and soul, that hoy
Ioves yon,"
“lLoves me-—yes; but that won't do, you
know.”’
*“ft will do a great deal ; a soul that loves
something better than itself is not far off loving
the best. Good-night, old fellow.”
Lawrence went back to Wikkey, and leant
his - back agninst the mantel-piece, looking
thoughtfully down at the boy.
“ What did the other chap call youi” in-
quired Wikkey.
“ Granby, do vou mean 1
Wikkey nodded.
*“Lawrence Granby, that is my name.  But,
Wikkey, you must not call him “chap,’ you
must.call im Mr. Trevor,” - - :
Oh, my eye! he's aswell, is he? I never
call von anuythink only guvner; I'shall call you
Fawrence’; it's o big name like you, and a great
deal nicer nor guvner.” ‘

poke again—

rather

did not see you do it, there was Some one Who
did—Some vne Who sees everything you do.

Name times ahout.

41t was wicked all the same ; and though 1

Have you ever heard of God, Wikkey !’

‘*Yes, I've heard on Him. I’ve heard the
(*“ How used ¥ wondered
Lawrence.). ¢ Where is He ?” ’ )
' He is everywhere, though you -cannot see
Him, and he sees everything yon do.”

< Is 1a good ¥ g

‘“Very good.” )

“ As good as you 1’ ) }

‘A great deal better.””. Poor Lawrence felt
very uncomfortable, not quite knowing how to
place his instructions on a less familiar footing.
““1 don’t want no one better nor you ; you're
rood  enough . for me,” sail Wikkey, very
decidedly ; aund then Lawrence gaveitup in des-
puir, and mentally resolving that Reg must help
him, he carried Wikkey off to bed.

! ( To be continued. Y

.~ DESOLATION. -

(Translaled from Théophile Gautmf )

Down yonder, by some trees oondealed, = -
A hanch-backed cabin atands alone;

1ts roof {s cracked—its walls have pecled—
And o'erits thresl.iqld moss hath grown.

Athwart the casements boards are nalled,
. But still—as oft a frosty morn . - g
Makes visible warm breath exhaled—
Life from youn cot is upward borve ;

And smoke, with andalatiog roll,
Mounts in the vapoar from the but,
. Reminding God that some poor sonl
Within that mouidering den 16 shut.

Montreal, Gro MurRrar,

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Mapave TREBELLY and our Montreal favour-
ite Mrs. Fi. A, Osgood, are, we aee, makiog a triumpbal
Coreert tour through England at present. York and
Liverpool papers have reached ns, and they give no un-
certain sound as o the effect prodvced by the singing of

HEARTH AND HOME.

SxGLENEss OF PrresurT.—Anabselute single
ness of pursuit almost means a mind always in
one attitude, an eye that regands every object,
however many-sided, from one point of view,
an intellectual dietary beginning and. ending
with one article. Exclusiveness of this kind is
apt to produce sericus evils. It disposes each
man to exaggerate the force and value of his own
particular attainment, and perhaps therewith
his own importance. It deprives the mind of
the refreshment which is healthfully afforded by
alternation of labour, and of the strength, as
well as the activity, to be gained by allowing
varied subjects to evoke and put in exercise
its wonderfully varied powers.

Inproving & HeuspaNp.—Though the dan-
gerous experiment of educating a wife may be
oceasionally accomplished trinmphantly, no
woman need ever liope to improve a man by
marrying him. e seeras to settle in a certain
forin long before he is fiva-and.twenty. There
is no possibility of remodelling him than there
is of remodelling a cast in plaster of Paris.
Women are often of clay or of wax in these par-
ticulars, but as a man comports himself in his
youth, so he will in his age, if indeed his pecu-
liaritiezs are not then exaggerated. In his
opinion, advice from his wife is not only useless
but insnlting, and no woman ever stoeped very
low in the process of putting her head into the
matrimonial noose who did not regret it.

MeNTAL ResT.—As modern European life i3
constituterd, complete mental rest for days and
weeks together, says o contemporary, is neeess-
ary, in periods more or less frequent, for every
brain-worker. " By rtest indeed the writer does

Tawrence gave a little laugh.  Was it his
Tty to inculeate a proper respect for his betters
into this boy 1 If he were going to live it might
be, but when he thought how soon all earthly
distinetions would be over for Wikkey, itseemed
hardly. worth while, ;
* Very well, he said. ¢ By the by, Wikkey,
bave you recollected your own other name ¥
“Yes, I've minded on it ; it's Whisten.” .
* Do you réwember your father and mother 17
1 don't -remember no father ; mother, she
died after I took to the erossing.”’ '
*Do von know what ber name was before she
married ! . : : o
Wikkey® shook his "head.  “Don’t know
nothink,” he said.” - Lawrence showed him the
old Bible, Lut it awoke no recollections in the
bov's mind ; he only repented,; ¢ I don’t kuow
nothink.” : .
“Wikkey,” said Lawrence - again, after a

not mean self-imposed inactivity or banishinent
from all else but ourselvesand our thoughts, for,
‘with Cowper, ke believes that * absence of ocou-
pation is not rest~—amind quite vacant is a mind
distressed.”  Probably this kiud of mental inac.
tion is seldom necessary, or eveu advisable,
But, besides the directly physical benefits of
‘cessation from professional work, change of air,
and other slight chauges, restful elements are to
be sought in the semi-emoticnal, semi-intel-
lectual recreation of music and uart, and of wifa-
miliar scenery ;in such social exercises as acting
and play-going, debating, eard-playing, singing
ami }]:mcing : and above all, in the pleasures of
friendship and social intercourse.

Tug Trre Wire-—~Oftentimes T have seen a
tall ship glide by against the tide as if drawn by
an invisible tow line with a hundred strong
arms pulling it.  Her sails unfurled, her
streamers drooping, “she had neither side wheel

silence, ** what made you take a fancy to wme ¥
S Ddunno, -1 liked. the looks of yer the very
first time as ever you came over, aud after that
Fihought a deal of yer. "I thought that 'if you
was King of England, 1'd have 'listed, and gone
for-a soldier.” 1 don't’ think much of Queens
mysell, but ["d have fought for you and wel-
come: - And | thonght as 1 wouldn't have had
you see me chent Jim of his coppers. 1 ‘dunno
why:" und a look of real perplexity came inte
Wikkey's face as the problem presented itselfto
hix mind. ) ' .

* Did you often cheat Jim

““Scores o' times,” answered the boy,” com-
rosedly. - **We'd play pitch-and-toss, and then
l’dpnhn # ha'penny mn} Jim-he'd vever twig.”
A quick turn of the ‘bouy wrist showed how
doxterously the -trick had bheen doune,  and
Wikkey went off into s shrill cackle at the re-
callection of lis triumphas, ¢* He's the biggest
flat as ever I came across ; why, 1've seen him

{4

?

till 1 thought 1'd bave killed mayself with trying
not to laugh out.” :
The puckersint

i | severity— )
“1can tell'you

]

[
P
n

and you wore a bad boy when you did it.”

s Lwioo mysize.
such a soft.”
peared . perfectly
niwrence,

me iv a jiffy 5 he w
baned 'em ‘¢os he was’
" The explanation’ ap
tory to Wikkey. but. L

n

vice said
a tone of disapprobation— S

‘w desperato effort, and began agnain—

leok up and. down the. gutter for them browns

he thin {ace were so irresistibly |
comical that Lawrence found it hard to prescrve
his own gravity ;. however, he coutrived to com-
pose his features, "and to say. with a touch of

why you wouldu't have liked
me to se¢ yon ; it was becanse ‘you knew vou
were doing wrong.'” - Wikkey's face expressed no
-comprehension,  “C1twas wicked to cheat Jim,

- My stara | why, he could have got’em from
; I only

atisfac-
Aveling that this
whg-an opportunity that should ot bo lost, made

nor stern wheel; still she -moved on stately in
serene trinmpl, as with her own life. But [
XYuew that on the other side of the ship, hidden
beneath the great bulk that swam so majesti-
cally, there was a litile toilsome steam tug, with
a heart of fire andarms of iren, that-was tug-
ging it bravely oni:and T knew that if the
little steam tug untwined ber arms and left the
shir, it would wallow and roll away, and drift

tide. no ‘man_knows where.
known mare than one genius high-decked, full

him so that uo wind ner wave could part them,
he would have gone down with the'stream and
been heard of no more. o s

him above what is petiy and trifling.
thing he ‘will
higher to the i
And this he will do not 50 much from a sonse o

simple love and preferenice for the good.
ful stroke of business and-a truthful statement
Tatter, ns ‘the greater of the ‘twa satislactions
ease und the helping of & neighbourin distress

hix warm -sympathies forbid a moment’s doubt
If he ‘is offered some-.much-prized luxunry. i

_refuses it with scorn.” Such thingsare no temp

‘their:comjmrative nnwort

hiness, . and- his hear

hither and thither, and go off with'the effluent
And so 1 have

freighted, wide-sailed, gay-pennonad, but for the
bare toiling arm.and bmve warm. baating heart
of the Taithfal little wife, that unestied close to

MagxaNivITy, — The moagnanimous “man
‘will be a great: man intrinsically—that is, he
will have something within him that will raise
I every-
orefer the greater to the less, the
‘m’vei‘, the better to the worse.

duty and by self-denving etfort as from a
H, for
iustance, heis called ta choose between a saceess.

he cannot hesitate ; all his impulses teud to the

1t hewust decide betwéen porsanal .comfort or

“uxchange for n-little meanness of conduct, he

tation to him, because his mind at once gauges

both ladies. Atter speaking of Trebelli ansi her double -
recall, ‘the York Herald contiones:—Mrs. Osgood,
who appeared for the first time before a York audience,
at once confirmed the high reputation which bad pre.
eeeded her. Possessed of a sweet, clear volee, the fault-
less style and the genuine expression in which she saog
Spohr’s exquisite air, ** Rose, 50 Softly Blooming,” won
for her the highest opiniovs, and twice did she return to
bow her acknowledgments before the applause subsided.
Her success was fully as greatin Roeckel's song. **That
Traitur. Love,” her loterpretatiocn of which was s0 flae
that she was compelled to accede to the general acclaims,
and gave " Coming through thelRye.” Mrs. Qsgood also
touk partin Verdi's ** Miserere,’”" with Mr. Shakespeare,
and in the terzetto, * Zittl, Zitti,”" from Rossici’s ‘“ Bar-
biere.! It gives ua great pleasure o chronicle this latter
lady’s success. No artiste that weremember bas ever
visited ua, who hasleft behind so pleasantan impression
as to her vuice, her art, and her unpretending wanner, '

LITERARY.

Mgrs. JaMEs, the widow of G, P, R. James, the
novelist, is living at Eaa-Claire, Wisconsin.” She {a
eighty years old and Is cared for by her sona.

Miss AMELIA B. EDWARDS' new novel, pro-
mited some time back for the first week in January, has
been postponed till the first week in Febroary, whben it
will begin and continue weekly in the Graphic under
the title of * Lord Brackenbury.”

Mg, MuRRAY promises a new volume by Dr.
Schliemann, to be entitled *‘1lios; the Country of the
Trojans,” in which the indefatigable explorer will give
un accennt of bis latest researches in the Plain of Troy.
¥Younr nondred plans and itlastrations adorn the work.

Messes. MaeMILLAN & Co. have in the press,
and will publish Abonot the opening of Parliament, a
small volume by the Marquis of Bath, * On the Social
Couditicns and Political Prospects of the Bulgariauns in
their New Principality and in Eastern Roumelis,” the
resalt of his lordship’s recent journey to tbose regiens,
where he bad the fullest' opportunities of observing the
state of thioge. '

Tur Hox. LEwrs WINGFIRLD is at present
engaged ona story snggested by.the condition of the
conviet prison laws, -in which be will: essay to give a
falthful pictare of penal servitude as it is, in contrast to
the tableaur presented in ‘recent publications by ex-coa- -
vicis.  The tale, which will be ready for publication in
about #ix weeks, .will probably be entitled '* Brotber
.\'inepin 3 A& Study of the British Felon, drawn from. the

Life. S : _
Messes., O, "Kecay - Pavr & Co. will
publish iw a few - days, a3 a companion volume to
the © In:Memoriam’' iasued at Christnas, a small edition
of “Poems Selected from Percy Bysshe Shelley, ' printed
on rongh hand-made paper- and bound fu parchment. :
The volume is dedicated to Lady Shelley, and hias a pro.
face by 3Mr, Richard Garaett, of the Britisk Museum.

FASHION NOTES.

TRERE are nine women
board.

TgE Marv
bow.
THE most popu
the Tallien. . . )
Wine ribbon sashes will be
ing the coming season.

SpaAXIsH LACE has been revived in. Paris sines

the Spanish marriage.

THREE-CORNERED
papular for neck wear. -
THE roses most used for flowe
Jacquemont and Marshal Neil. ) g
PrusH collars and -cnfls will be much ™ worn -
on early spring dresses and wraps, - -
Deey gauntlet cuffs, reaching almost ‘to the
elbow, bave ‘hoen revived this season. . S
ToiLe RELIGIEUSE, or nun's cloth, is ounly
another name for white Freuch buntiug. ’
. - N 3 v - s
The fashion of having the corsage of different
material from the skirt will prevail in tha spring.
APPLE-BLOSSOMS . make lovely flower-panels
for the side garniture of yonng girls’ eveuing dresses,
‘PrLaTINUM and gold ure often used'in coine
bination in jewelry and in the setting of diamonds. -
IcE parties, at which skating is the substitute
for dancing, are the fashijouable entertainment in Fny
land this winter.” : :
Tk novelties in gloves for evening wear are
those with kid:lace .tops aud’ those trimmed with real
luce and lace insertion. S L :
WaTER lilies, and oceasionally. ealla lilies,
used sparingly, ate amoug the favourito flowers fur o
pamenting diaphanons ball dresses. : D e
DrsieNs of “hirds wrought with peacock and.
other feathers, in natural colours, on .0ANTASL, KTe AMODR
tha novelties in fancy needlework, - e e

on »tlﬁe‘London School

eilleuse is the latest large lace cravat .

lar overskirt ;akes the name of

much worn dur-.

silk b}:mdke‘rc‘hiéfs ‘are

T garnitures are.

f

. ACARD.
To all who are suffering from
indiscretions’of youth, nervous weakness, " earl;
decay, loss of imanhood, &c., 1 will send.a recape.
that will eure you,  FREE OF CHARGE, ' This
‘great rentedy was discovered by » missionary in
gonth America. Send a self-addressed envelope:
‘to the Rev. Josrwn T. INMAN, Station D, New
York Qity.. . B - g
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