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'CELIBACY OF THE cLixs-"RGY

THFRE is nomm«r in tho Catholic Chur ch
cithor of:dogma or.morals which has
received from outsiders:so fierce  and
concentrated -an opposition: as the celi:
bacy of hor clorgy and ‘religious bodies.
This’ holy practice, which has. indeed
‘nothing atull;to do:with :the- essentials.
of.religion;: and which ig only of counsel
_ forithe" mhmons and.a’wise regulation,
“for the’ clcx-rr) appears, umvntbmrrb 10,
have drawn down upon - itsell the
severest. censures 'xhl\e of Protestant
and- unbeliever. . And .1hts is all the
‘more; unacconntable: bécause evan the
ancient Pagans admitted, 1t3 congt lll(:)
" Tibullug sings: ;
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: “You n!so I connmmd to’ stand '\( ndmtance,
" depart from’ this altar a0

You''whom ‘Venus. \hcld last*® mﬂhi in her
~ooth -embrace, s

', The Gods. love chnsle ,thmgs
S with pure robe, ..
¢, And draw’ wnter irom
72 ¥ ghaste hands.”
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; Demostheneq goos sml im ther. 1f
"the Toatin poot, oxacts ch’xstlty only for:
“acfew days. from’ those ‘who serve hé
{Gireoce's, gy catest:orator demands
it for a \vho'le 11fc tx'mo.{ In hié' ommon
S, he'gays:
Coaf T indeed mqst assv edly Lhmk, thaL
~ he who appt oaches the sacrod altar and
is about to handle tho sacr cd Lhmrrs,.m
q,ml\e ca é’o[‘,wlnt pertaing {o Lhe Gocls
oughb to. be, chas 2ot only Tor

| sho seoks thm o eatg'
| our. P

<

This s sufficiently clear and pmnoun-
(,cd on thé part of our~Athenian orator.

How vastly siperior the Pagan’ to Lhe
Protestant ovinfidel mind,

“Our onémics are unreasonable. 'l‘he
Catholic: Church; far ' from’ commanding
celibacy, forbids any of ‘heérichildren to
enter thereon without a-particular voea- -
Lion-and:without 4’ decided inclination: .
Whire then the!right to” ‘interfore with
stich-a'eall] aind snch fn, inclination'? It
is opposul to nature- you' say.” TWhat
thon 74118 it ever-‘hovnproved - that
Nature ¥s God of this life, mueh less of
the -life to come? * But is it onposed o
natare 7 'On the contrar ¥y ib is follow: -
ing thetaste whxch natare- inspires, as”
‘we hive seen irom the extrdées above.

Tha t;hc Clureh c\ac(xs (ehbf\cy f;om .
“her 77rlﬁsts, we .ldm]L it thes "no
‘wlicre commands men' to become "ie,
‘Not so-the State. Tn~ most Baropean” -
continental con vies ' the ‘State - com-
mands’ colibacy ‘during military service
and! nmdly c\':lcts mlllt.uv service.
What ' have. our -infidel plulosophels
who oxult the State s0 much mbove the 0
Church and’ Who' ciy out. o loudly -
‘against cu,lcsmshm. cellb'lcy to s'ty to. ‘ '
this ? '

~And nob on!y does thc‘Chm ¢h not en~ ,;
{‘m'cq the: Pricsthood upon,any man.but.
she exacts” from. hor - postul.mta ‘the. ;.
strongest proofs of their fitness; she, "
does not admit . them. unhl long, after:
they lmvo.ﬂt.t ained'an”’ ‘age, when they:
will beiu\l_) capable: of Judging of. the
| natare of the things’ thcyu\sk, aud inall”
oi happiness.
d, infidel:: rrflms'wcls




