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ST "PAUL

e I kept bck nothmg that was prnﬁtnbk‘ unto
youw.” ¢ have not shunnnd to declare unto you
< all the counsel of God.”— Acts xx.20, 27. These
pnnnges exhibit the munly and fearless principles
fon which Paul acted as a minister of Jesus Chrst.
The great talents, extetded lenrmm; and ardent

) '&e'\l with which be went forward in the perilons

“*way ‘where duty (.a]led him, give him 4 claim to
the first rank amung the fuspived apostles of our
Saviour., We have no doult that he was em-
inently faithful to his great trust.  We muy re-
ceive his testimony vespecting the character and
office of Jesus Churist, with entire confidence that
it coild not hiave been crroneous or defective in

* ‘uany important respect. -

There are two senses in which- Christ is said

,to be, divine. - One class of Christinus helieve

. that he is the eterual, selt-existent Gol—that he

“¢“whom the Father sanctified and sent into the
world,” 'is the same Being who sent himm—that
he *“who had all power given him in heaven and
on earth,” is the same God who gave him that
‘power.

i Another elass of Christians, called Unitarians,
.. believe in Jesus, not as the Supreme God, but as
one “whom God hath highly exalted and made
‘a Prince und o Saviour—bend over all things to

. the church,”  They call him a divine messenger ;

“but it i3 a divinity derived from God.  His pre-
cepts ‘were the precepts of God—bhis wisdom the
wisdom .of. Gud-=hls power the power of Gad.
“The Unitarian then believes in Jesus Christ asa

. -subordinate ngent or rtepresentative of God, in-
wvested by himn with divine wisdom and power to

. .save and bless maukind,

It is our object to show that Paul's views of

our Suvieur correspond swith this statement—or
* in'other words, thut he was a Unitarian,  And

i for this purpose, -it Is necessary to veview his
. .preaching aud his writings.

L .Let us examine his preaching, as we find
it recorded by Luke, in the actsof the Apostles.
At that time the gospels contuining our Saviour’s

s history- were not written.: It was necessavy
therefure. fov preachers to relate this history, and
inform their hearers distinctly who Jesus was,

" vhat he was, ond what he had done, and taught,
-and suffered tor man's salvation.  Panl professes
‘to disclose the whole truth, and ¢ keep back no-
thing profitable ;'* it therefore the suprene divi-

_ . nity of Jesus Christ is not formally stated in his
preaching, there is a strong preswnption that he
did not belivve it.  But we need not rest on this

- presumption alone; it will be easy to show posi-
.Live evidence that he vegarded -him as a suboedi-
nate agent, - This apostle -says,” he became . all
things to all men; or, in maodern phrase, e ac-

" commodated his instr uctions to the condition and
pre;udu,es of the peopls whom he'addressed, ITa

.+ addressed-the=Jews;: as a' nation aequainted ‘with

e true God.. They had long believed, from

‘their ancient prophets, that God would smnd o

“imissenger “for  their  deliverance, cailed the

: ‘Messinh,’ or ‘Anvinted. But they had mistaken

. .the meaning of the pr omises to which they trusted.
Thuy expected a prince in the pomp of earthly

power, to wear . un c.ulhl) crown, and deliver
“* them, not from moral vain and déath, but from
:the yoke of the Romans, their foreign masters.
., They would gladly -have weleomed Jusuy ns the
- Mgnsiah, ithe had promxsﬂt‘ to drive aut his coun-
' try ] pruud oppressors, vaise the banuer of inde-

pendem.e‘ and re establish the throna of David in
Biit they would not
him who had
and blasted their fondest

~jtgilong departed grandeur.
: Teceive as the messenger of God,
refused to.be thelr king,

hopes- _They. n-_p-cterl with bitter scoru the meek

walworld:
; claimsafter hé had suffered an ignomininus death,
« It was necessary therefore for the apostle, when

he prem.hul to Jews, to accommoedate his argu-
He ex-

- neuts 't their peculiar state of mind.
K plmned te thetn the spiritual unture and design

_-of our -Saviour’s:office,: and' proved from their

. aacn-(_l books, that.this very. Jesus whemn they had

crut fied, Wis no other thun the pl'omlsud Messinh

“ELis first ple.achnw recorded in Acts ix
d‘ruvted -mh.l:, to this point.

(Acts ix, 22,) that is,; the ‘true Messinh whnm
‘thiey expected.

_,,Hw nexy dwcoul'w to the Jews,: of. whmh we
[Te had the
-t gamne” oh]!’ct in"view as before, and the anthor,

Luke, gives an account of* his method and conrse
17—=42.) . After. the
readmnr ul the soriptares, he addresses them as
thP chosen’ peuplr of Gad 3 3 gives o shewh of their

7' huve any recurd was at Antioch,

‘of argument, (sz xiil.

ihlatory); o show his pvuuhm‘ cire of their, nution
down to tlu.. time of Du\'ld : tlwn lm AAYN, - nl
J#7this tnan’s seed’ hath “Gody dce

ing 1t with the aucient seriptures, to prove that
he s the Messiabi 1 . When they: had £ 1filled all
that Was - wiitten of him; they: took liim’ dowi'

.-v:fram thetrep, and laid him ina sepu chrc, batiGod

mzsed

n from: the doad. ] (Acts xiil, 29—37.)

proved und pownrfu]ly urm-d a9, wm,luswe ev
’ ‘\I

e yoq, there-
»fore, ‘men nnd‘bl’athren, ‘that’ through’ thh man
(Jeﬁus Chrlat) Js preached nato }on the fnrglvc-

]

“and loivly Tesus, whose kingdom was not of this
They were still less likely to admit his

“At Damascis, * he
,proached_ Clrist-in: the synugogues, that he is the
Son of God," or-the Dlessiah. (Aets ix-20.)
Aga!n “ he confounded the Jews whieh dwelt
*at Damuscus, proving that this 1s very Christ”—

uu_v to lns pro-=
----- anlse,araiséd unto Iseael 4 Saviour; Jesus.” He:
<+ then proceeds with the lnstury of Jeans, compar-

/l~\ !
" Phe fact that God Tilsed Jesig:from:the dend i is

ness of sins, and by him all that believe are
justified ; *—believe what ? that Christis God -
Nothing like it, but only the dectrine he had been
u-'u,hmg them, which free as it is from Trinita-
l‘llllllsm, he lnmsel(‘ ‘called the ¢ word of sulva-
tion.”’

The term AMessiah or Christ, literally meuns
the anointed. It oviginated in an ancient prac.
tice of anointing with il one who way set nparg
or conseerated to an office.  Now it is perfectly
well known that the Jews supposed that their ex-
pected Deliverer, whom they ealled, by way of
eminence; the Messinh, would receive und fulfil
his high ofice uuder the anthovity of Jehovah,
They looked forward to him as God's mest dis-
tinguished messenger to them.  They invested
him with high titles as the Son of God. But no
Jew ever for n moment supposed thut the Most
High bimself would come down to enrth in bu.
man form as the Messiah.  When the apostle
therefore proved to them, that they were not to
expect a temporal prince, but a spiritual one, and
thut Jesus of Nazareth was the true and long
expected Messiah, they could have received him
only as n messenger or agent of God—not as the
ever-living Jehovah, whom they had wovshipped
in the Holy of Holies, Paunl knew that the
Jewish converts to Christianity must regard onr
Saviour vnly as an agent, deriving his power and
dignity from God, and ke gives them no intima-
tion that they were in error.  Nay, we find hlin
* testifying both to the Jews and to the Greeks”
that he had ** kept nothing back that was profie
table to them, nor shunned to declars all the
connsel of Gode”  But how could this be tene if
he had been'eommissioned to preach the doctrine
of the ‘T'einity 2 Would any riniturian preacher
have thonght that he had * declarved all the coun-
sel of God,” i he had failed to inform his hearers
that Jesus Christ was no ether than God himself'?

But Paul gives no intimation of such a doctrine ;
all he says is directly against it, Fle aims raerely to
establish two points—first, That Jesus, whom they
erucitled was the promised Messiah—and second,
Thut God had raised him fromn the dead by his
own power. e reavons with the Jews on their
own received opinions ; his argument is as fol-
Iows :—You already believe from your sacred
writings, that God will qualify and send for your
deliverance, a personage called the DMessiah, who
will be obedient to his will, and as his represen-
tative accomplish bis purposes of mercy. Now
il" you compure these promises, on which you rely,
with the lit, chavacter, death and rvesurrection
of Jesus, who was erucified at Jerusalem, you
will be convinced that he is the true Messiah.
He was no imposter, for God raised him from
the dead, hie did nut sutfer his ¢ holy one to see
corruption.” "{ Acts xiii, 37.)

Now had the Jews admitted fully all that Paind
had told them, they were obviously as fur as ever
from believing that Jesus was the supreme God :
the Apmtle knew that this must be the case, and
yet-he is-swilling: to leave them in ‘this state of
mind. :; He not:only/does not ‘tell “them of ot
Siviour’s underived divinity ; butall he does say
is adapted to confirm them in the opposite helief,
Tt is then certain, vither that the inspired apostle
did not believe that Jesus was God, or that he
did not cousider it profitable to state it to his
hearers.  If you choose the former alternative,
you will of’ eourse adopt his vpinions, i’ you pre-
fer the latter, we. may ask why many Christian
winisters ure now veviled and denounced for not
preaching a doctrine whnch Paul did not think
profitable ?

As the same remarks may be applied to all his
preaching to the Jews, we will next exatnine his
mode of addressing  Gantiles, or IMeathens. He
had been preaching to the Jesws in Athens, (Acts
xvii.) when his duetrines excited -the attention
amil eariosity of’ some philosophers of that city.
We notice # curious mistake of these idolaters.
They heard Paul preaching to the Jews, and
some of them supposed that e was proclaiming
two new deities, * becanse he preached Josus, and
the resurrection.” ( Acts xvii. 18,19.) To gratify
their love of novilty, they couduvtml himn to
Mars Flill, saying, * May we know what this
new doctrine is,. whereot. thou speakest 27 He
then proceeds to give them a full development
of Christian truth. Indeed, no faithful minister
of the gospel could have neglected an opportunity
so favorable.  We may remirk that his reasoning
differs cousiderably fromn that which he thought
proper to address to. the: Jews. He could not
prave 1o these Neathens, from the seriplures, that
Jesu$ was the Messinh wham God was to sanetity
and send into the world ; for they knew nothing
of the seriptares, nor of the one God whom they
revenlel.  He was obliged to address them on
pvmcnplo.s of natural religion.  He. even quotes
ane of their own poets to bllppm‘t his argument,
(Acts xvii. £8,) “ for we are also his offspring.”

- Having-proved the existence of one Eternal
God, Creator, Ruler, Father of the Universe, he
praceeds to make a4 moral nse of this great trath,
He ]\lu('lmll‘ﬂ the certain ]udf,muw of u future
Tife, as confirmed by the réswerection’ of  Jesus
Christ from the dead. - He dous not tell - these
idolaters thas tha Supruma Deity, whose existerice
be has been proving, assumed a hmman form,
and ‘came into the world to be its Redeemer,
Sovereign and’ .'l'ud‘,w No, his daetrine is's differ-
ent ag possible from this; he tells them that God
overiooked the conduet nf men when in darkness
nnd ignorance, (\' .30,.31,) but:nesw comnmandeth
'\ll men every whete ta.vepent, because he hath
ppmntud a'day ity ‘which he will judge ‘the world
1in righteiusness by that man whom he hath ordained,
J-whereot:the:hath given: u%urunu:, umsmut-h ns he
hath raised.-him from the dead.?’,; !

This discouvss on Mars’, E m mtm hc l.onsl-
dered ns exhihhlng Pool’s” wcw: of the " Jmpor.

tant doctrines of Christianity, because it was de-
livered to the Athenians at their express’ request
for full information. "And he could not fail of
giving them this information without gross un-
fuithinlness to the cause, for which he was ever
veady to encounter peril, suffering, and death,
We shall see what he veally taught on thiz ocea-
sion, and how perlectly it accovds with Unitarian
preaching.
practical truths,  f. That there is one, ouly true
God, Creator and Ruler of all things. 24, That
this Gad now calls all men everywhere to repent.
ance (ov reformation,) because, 3d. ‘There is n
tutare life of retribution, and God has appointed
aday of judgment for the world,  4the Ile kus
ordmned a man, and given him pnwm 'md wis-
doin to judge in righteousness, or justice.  And,

Sthe He has raised this agent {rotn the deéad, to
prove beyond a doubt, that be hiad n divine com.
mission,  These five propositions embedy the
wheole substance of the Apostle’s sermon to the
Athenians.  “The deetrine is pure Unitarianism,
It is obviously impossible that his hearers could
have inferred from this discourse that Jesus,
whowm God had ordained, and swhomm he had
raised from the dead, was that God himself, The
samne remark may be applied to every instanee of
his preaching as recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles.  The whole tenor of his discourse is to
give glory to Jesus Christ as one whom “ God
bath highly exalted,” bat not an intimation is
given, that he believed him to be God himself,

The only apparent exception to this remark is
found in Acts xx. 28, ¢ Fued the church of
Gud, which he hath purchased with his own
blood.””  There is a mistake in the comnmon ver -
sion, By recurring to Greisbach’sG reek Testa-
ment, which is received as the best authority
both by Trinitariansy and Uanitarians, it will be
seen that the word God i not found in the ori-
ginal ;——it. should read, *to feed the church of
the Lord,” a common appellation of our Saviour
as * head of the chuich.”

Iv may perhuaps be suid, that as we have only
a part of Paul’s_preaching handed down to us,
we are not authorised to infer with certainty
that he was a Usitarian preacher- Lo this we
may answer, we can jugde of his sentiments only
by what we have.  What is lust can prove ne
thing. “I'bis is believed to be fair reasoning We
gather the opinions of Dwight or Buckminster
from what remuias of their discourses. Our
Trinitarian brethren call every preachera Unita-
rian, it bhe do not distinetly avew his belief in
the supreme, umlerived divinity of Jesus Christ.
They witl not allow that any faithinl minlstor
could omit this doctrine iu an exhibition of
Christiau truth.  We vesson in the same way
it this case.  We have shown several occusions
in which the inspired Apostle would have fult
himself” obliged to declare that Jesus was. the
living God, bad he believed him to be sn. | We
appeal to his own powerful and impassioned des-
criptious of our Savivur, when it was his olject
to'exalt him in the estimation of his hearers.” He
professes to declare the whole counsel of God, to
fully explain the character and office of Jesus;
u-t his highest praise is, that he Js the I\Iuw.nh,

* whom God hath appainied to judge the world
in rvighteousnvss—~whomn he hath raised from the
dend——made him sit at his vight hand, and erotened
him with glory and honor.”  Now, how is this
reserve to be accounted for? It hedid not preach
Christ’s supramne divinity to Jews, whe had
never thought of him as God, nor to Gentiles,
who had never thought of him at al), to whom
should he bave preached it ? - To whom should
it ever be preached, if so many different times
and occasions could not call it forth from this
bold and powerful champion of the cvoss ?

It is to Gud, the Father of the Universe, and
to him only, that the Apostle ascribes supreme
and underived divinity. It is the reflected lustre
ot this divinity that shines in the fare of his he-
loved Son, in-whom he is well pleased. . ‘T'he
Father reigns on the throne of the universe, un-
rivalled, and alome, and from this eternal and
fathomless fountain emaunations oflight, and wis:
dom,  and power bave descended, *¢ without
measuve” upon this chosen representative : 'so
that in him * dwells the fuluess of the divinity.”

IT. Having shown that Paul wasa Unitarian
in his preaching, we have veason for supposing
that he was so in his writings. ~ To prove this it
will be necessary to-take a brief notice of each
Lpistle. It will not be denied that this isa work
of some difficulty ; .for even Deter says there arg
things in bis brother Paul's writings, havd to be
understood. - The plain unequivocal proofs, how-
ever, that be was a Unitarian, are so very nume.
rous, that'the chiel difliculty -consists in making |
such & sulcctiou as can be redueed within proper
limits.

Tu the scmnd rlnptcx‘ of Romaus, we find the
following pussnges *** In the day when God shall
Judgt. the secrots of men, by Jesus Christ.' *(Rom.
ii. 16.): The Apostle here refers all judgment to
God, through the agency of his Sen. - Compare
this testimony, with that of ear Suvionr himself

—* the Father ]udgeth no man but' katle commit.
ted ull judgment unto the Son.” (Jokin v. 22.) 1T
God hath committed all: judgment to the Son, it
is obvious that the Snm Jhimselt had . ney eternal
und anderived power of judging—thercforé he is
mn the Omunipotent God—* God hus giren lum
nuthurnty to execute 1udg,m|-ntulio, I;ecume lte is.
the Son of man"""(Jobn v, 87.) - ooy

¢ Knowinz that Christ being raised frnm thc
deml dieth no'more 5 . death hath no inore dmn|m~
on-over him, for in: that e diedi he died unto sin
once ; but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God,”
(Ront vii 9.-10.) + The . Apostle here wishes to,
inspire confidence in the Saviour by'showing tl);z;_

his life and divine  commission are beyond the

He enforced the following great)

power of death ; ““ because he liveth' unts God™
—because his lll‘e is devoted to the purposes ‘of
God, or is sustained by .the power of God." He
could not have used thxs argument, if he bad he~
lieved Christ to be the ever-living, self- existcnt
Goil 3 fux' it plainly denies his self-existence.  He
would ‘have said death hath 1o "dowminion pver
him, because he is Jehoval, who. cannot’ die.
Compare this with our Saviow’s own assertion,
“ as the Father hay life in himself, so Iue hath
given to the Son to have life in himself.” (Jnhn
v. 26.) If this assertion does.not meéan that
God only is self-existent, and Christ derived his
In-mg from Gaod, 1see not that any exp]mmtmn
of it can be given. DBut it is not from 2 few
texts only that Paul is proved to have written to
the Romauns as a Unitarian ; evidence of the fact
presents itself on every page of this Epistle. Such
expressions as the following need no comment.
‘¢ I thank my Gud through Jesus Christ,™ (Rom.
. 8) *Chri ist Jesus whom God hath set forth.”
iii, 23. ¢ We have Deace with God through ouvr
Lord Jesus Christ.” v 1.~ The grace of God
+which is by one man, Jesus Christ.” v, 15,
¢« Christ was vaised up from the dead by the glory
of the Futher.” vi. 4. ¢ Alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lovd.” vio 1. The gift of
God is etcl nal life lhrou_qh Jesus Christ our
Lord.” ¥1. 23, “ 1 thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lmd. vii, 25, ¢ God sending. his own
Son,” &e. viii. 3. *¢ He that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies.” viili. 1. ¢ Wea are. . .. heu‘s of Gad,
and joint heirs with Christ,”™ viil. 17. "% Christ
that died, yen rather, that is risen agaln, whe is
oven at the right hand of God » viii. 3%, “ That
ye may. .. A,Iouh' God even the Father of our
Lordt Jesus Christ.” xv. 6. % To God only wise
Ye glovy through Jesus Christ for ever:™ xvi, 27.
In the Epistles to the Corinthiaus, we find the
following testimonies. * Of him are ye in Christ
Jesus, who, of God, s mude unto us wisdom, and
Xléhtl‘oll\'ltiq and sunctifieation, and redempe
tion.” (L Cor. i, 30) ‘““ And ye are Chriat’s
and Christ is God's ™ iii. 22, ¢ And.God bath
both raised up the Iord™ [Jesus,] “ and will also
raise us up at the Jast day by his own power.’”
vi, 14, Is it possible that St. Paul could have
made these assertions, if he hal believed Christ
to be the omnipotent God ?. Here are three pro-
positions, all fulse unless le is o dependent being.
I. God made him wisdom, &e¢ —therefore these
ure not inherent attributes. 2. Christ belungs to
Gad, he is his subject,—~his property—therefore
not himsell supreme. 3. God raised him from
the dead by his owu power, in the same manuer
as he will raise us—therefore Jesus is depehdont
on God for life jtself.
1t further testimonies were necded, we might
quote many such passages us the.following. " % 1
thank. my God always on your behalfy’ for the

1 Cor.i. 4.) 1% 'T'he head of man is Churist, nnd
the head of Chnqt is; God. . xi.: 8:0:2%We have
testified of God that he suised ip Christ,” xv..15.
¢ Blessed be’ God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor, i 3.) ** Thanks be unto
God, which alwags causes us to triumph in
Cheist.” il I3, AN things ure of God, who hath
reconciled us to himselt by Jesus Christ.”?: v, I8.
¢ "Though he was crucitied  through wenknesy,
vet he liveth by the power, of Gud. xiii. 4. Such
is the apostle’s usual mammer of dlstmguhhmg
between God and Jesus Christ.  The following
passage is unpormnt in this unquu ¥ on twone-
counts.  * And theve is none other- God but one.
For though there be that ave enlled gods, whether
in heaven ov on earth, (as there be gods many
and Lords many ;) but unfo us there is bat one:
Gad, the Father, of whom nre all things, mid’ we
in him, and one Lovd, Jusns Christ,” by whom
are all things, and we by him” (U Cor. viii.
4, 5,6.) - This shows that the term God is ap~
plied to beings inferior to- Jehovah. - But this ia
not all, If‘ langnage has any meaning, it proves
thut God Is ene being, and Jesus’ Chn si nnotller
being distinet. from him, It also agsn thut we
ave to regard '‘God as the ultiinate source, from
whom al} things flow ;' and Jesus' Christ' as the
agent or ('h.umel of his. favor, lhrougk whom all
things tlow,

‘T'he next p:\\'ﬂop which I ah'lll quoto is nbso-
lutely decisive of this question.  ©Then cometh
the end,” when he shall’ huve delivered” up. the
kingdom to God, ‘even ' the Father's when he
shall -have put down all rule and:all ‘autherity
and power ;- for he must veign till he :hath put
all enemies under his feet....., But when:be saith
all things are put under him, it is m.miﬁ-st that
He [Goud] is excepted, who did put all- things
under hnn,
diied 'unte him; then shallithe: Son also himself
be subject unto Him that put all things under him,
that God may Le'all in all”™ This can scaveely
require a comment.
assertions, each suflicient to prove that Paul re~
gmdwl our Saviour as a-subordinate agent. I,
Gud pui all things under- him—that - is, “Jedus
acted " with delegnted pm\'el. 2, ']hc time is
coining when' he'is to gl\'c up this'delegated pmvt'l.
‘I aii notaware 'of-any argument which can‘ren-

language to Jehovah, ¢ whose demiuion’ endureth
for ever I.Lt thv I mtm'i:m m.rmuqu usk him-
self lf}m is: not m n gle'\t S

And ;bluhml Mantb ! Ihem Jat llmr (2) ‘Hay.
mmg:ef MGl A‘lrceiy --'Z1ll (:m'nmmm:almi:’;F fo'ba‘ wnt
“Sresof r;rprma. :

grace of God whuh is given you by Jesus Christ.”’

Atid wheii all’ things shall be sub. -

Here are:two plain direet .

der it credible, ‘that the upmtlc shouold- npply‘thn e
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