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the slightest alteration or concession on the part of the nonconfor-
mists.  They still entrenched themselves in the old watchword of
the covenant, and in the substance of the oath thus expresséd in
their own language, ¢ I/ml not a koof nor a lidir of the Scottish mo-
del sheuld be r/lmureri and when, after having submitted to them,
at the close of the lﬂst conference, his propositions in writing, he
received at last, a month afterwards, at the house of Lord Rothes,
this short and dry answer, as he terms it :—** We are not free in
conscicnce to close with the Dishop of Dumblaine, as satisfactory,”
Fe took his leave of them, and of his hopes together, in this pathe-
tic and powerful appeal :— .

N .

¢ 2Ty sale ohject has been ta procure pezee, and to advance the interests of
true vehigion.  In followving up this object, T hav irade «overnd proposals, which
i am fully sensible involved great diminutionsof the just rights of episcopaey,
Yet, since all church power is intended for ediication, and not for destruction, [
thouzht, that, in our present chcumstances, episeapacy might do more for the
prosperity of Christ’s kingdom by velasing soire of its Just pretercions, than it
could by heeping hold of all its vightful authmitv. It is rdt from any mistrust of
the soundness of nur cause, that I have offered these abatements 5 for Tam we'l
convineed that episcopacy las subsisted from the apostolic age of the church
Cerbaps I may have wronged my own order in nml\lng sueh hoge concessions.:
Lut the unernry dseerner e of henets will justife my motives ; und 1 hope ere long
to sterd eveused with my own brethien.  You have thonht it to reject cur over-
tures, without assimirg any reason for the vejection, and witho t supgesting any
healine measurcs in the reom of curs,  The continuarce of the divivons, through
which religion langni-hes, nust consequently lie at your door,  Epelore CGod and
man 1 wash my hunds of whatever evils tiny result ftom the ruptuie of {lis trea-
ty. 1 have done my utmotté repuir the temple of the Vod @ and my corrow
il net be'embittered by compunetiony should v flood of wiseries hervalter yush
in through the gmp you have 1cfused to assist me in closing,” .

It is intercsting to add here the extent of his offers then made,
from his own account of the conference.
! ’

¢ It was dec’ared to them, that the difference Betw'stus shou'd le ficely
referred to the Seriptures first of ally, and nett to the judgment and practice of
the prirutive chareh 5 and to the who'e cathy'ie christiun chw ol in suceceding
ames 5 and tothe n‘nst famous amd mast lmdm;7 persons of the "ute Mefon .xmon,
25 Calving Luther, Metancthon ; vea, and to the veformied churehes abread, even
1o those that ut present have no bichops 3 oud fast of a'l to the  prechytorans of
Euglazad 5 and that if from all thesey orany of there, they cound justify their
coentiniting divided, even after these ofiers made, then ot vhea’d be yielded to
thet s a thivg reasonable. Yea the person that propewrdid this, further of-
fured them, that ify betore the nole and judicions pecsons then pesert at the
tin ¢ of such a confureree, thes should proddnce strong wi elesr +easons for therr
opinicn ard prcuee o this pant of ddlerence, as now it stands qualified, he
saoa'd torthwich rodin I preseat station, and beconre ther proccivte, wod \\:u'u
wate gad act with lhcm.i and if he were called oty wouid sufter withe them,”

This work of the Fichop was now almost closed : and the rest of
hie story may he told ina fow words,  Weariid, discensolate and
almost broken-heatted by this fruitless controversy ; bowed down by



