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CHANUED INTO THE SAME IMAGR,

But we all with open tace, Leholding as in o glass the
GLURY OF THFE ik, afe iabged into Ah:' SBRMO N “““lll
glory ta glory, even as by the Spurit of the Lord
i1k, 18,

Deity,” for he put a veil on when ho spoke to
thoma, DBut tho Lord permits us all with un-
vetled faces to behold His glory as it shines in
tho faco of Jesus. Wo aro told that when Jesus
came unto His own (nation) His own received Him
not, But to as many as did receive Him o gavo
power to becowe the sons of God. (John i:127.)
By recoiving Christ or believing with all tho heart

fo | chat Jesus 18 the Son of God they had power to
|b<-como the sons of God, or, in other words,

Change and growth aro tho ordor of creation, | they are changed into the samo image. In taking

All creatures chango, while tho CUrcator remains
oternally the same. We should not grieve at tlus,
nor strive to avoid chango m oursolves, nor pro-
vont 1t 1n others, both ot which are impossible, but
rather strive to gain such change as shall benefit
all and injure none.

In this chaptor the apostie shows that oven in
divine arrangemonts such changes have occurred
a8 benefit man aud glonfy God; that one of His
lawa was tho iivistration of death to the sinner
and another 1s the mrumstration of lhfe to him.
One law condemns, the other justifies. In ancther
place the apostlo declares that the law of the spirit
of life 1n Christ Jesus had made him free from the
law of sin and death (Rom. vin,, 2.) Hero was
one law of God making him free from another
because the ono bhad the spmrit of hfe and Christ
in it and the other had not, and one had passed
away and tho other romained.

But our present enquury 18, How God changes a
sinful man into the mmage of His dear Son?
Hewho commanded light to shine out of dar-
ness had shined 1nto the aposties’ hearts
to, give; out thepflight to] othors, and as the
light of the sun so shines upon opaque bodies as
to illumine others, so the Lord makes them that
were sometimes darkness the very children of
light and lights to the world.

We will notice—

I. Whatin the New Testament is called *¢ The
glory of the Lord #”

II. That persons by beholding it are changed
into His image,

III.  The change from glory to glory is the work
of the Lord—the Spirit.

1. IntheOld Testament the ark of the covenant
wag called the glory of the Lord because it was the
sign of His presence. Hence the plagnes which
fell on those who unlawfnlly kept it, the fall of
Dagon before it and the death of Tzza, who pre-
sumptuously touched the ark The cloud also
which betokened the divine presence was called
the glory of the Lord. Both of theze were bui
dim signs of the Lord’s presence.

The New Testament points ns to God manifest
in the flesh as the glory of the Lord. Jesus is the
image of the invisible God, the express imago of
Bis person, so that everyone who saw Him saw
the Father, and everyone who honored the Son
honored the Father who sent Him.  God had pre-
pared a body for Him, and in that body He de-
clared Hmn to be His beloved Son in whom He
was woll pleased. Tho glory of the Father shone
w1t nevor did before in the face of Jesus His
anointed. **The Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory——the
glory as of tho orly begotten of the Futher, {u" of
avace and truth.” f{John i-14) The union of
the human with the divine nature is the first
item in the great mystery of godliness (Tim

-1i1:16.) Tt was what God himself was pleased to

proclaim at the Jordan. Tt is the rack en which
Jesus builds His church, and the rock that has
provailed against the gates of hades  The ¢ glorvy
of tho T.oad"* Stephen saw whev he saw the Son
of man at God’s right hand.

II., Persons by beholding the glory of Gnd are
changed into tho same imsge. The Israeclites
wero not permitted to see the Jight that shons on
Moses’ faco after ho had had an *‘audienco with

our nature Jesus umted 1t with the divine, and
grves all who receive Hum power to take tho
divine in umon with the human, When Jesus
prayed to His IFathor for His disciples he said:
“*The glory which thou gavest Mo I havo given
them that they mmay be one even as We are one.”
(John xva:22.) This glory was evidently a union
of the two natures, as Ho had 7eceived it from the
Father and had given it to the disciples. It was
a dorived and a communicative glory.

Without looking to Jesus wo cannot partake of
a divine nature, and it 18 by looking to Him we
becomo ko him. The gospel is the glass in
which wo see Him, and He sent it to all men
that all may see in it the glory of the Lord. It
tells who Jesus is, what He has done for us, and
what he is-auxious to do for and in us. It re-
veale for us a great salvation on which a merciful
Ifather has lavished the wisdom and the love of
cternity. In it we see the Divine Man dying for
onr sins rising a victor over all His and our ene-
mies, and opening the way for us to His Father's
heart and howe. Ho ascends to heaven, and He
and His Fathor send down the Holy Spirit to
dwell with men, to go with the gospel and to
shed the love of God abroad in every heart that
beheves and obeys Him, who is Lord of all.
Men looking into the gospel and beholding the
glory of the Lord as it shines in the face of
Jesus Christ are changed into His image.

IIT. This great change from glory to glory is
the work of the Lord the Spirit. Jesus accom-
plishes it by His Spirit. Some understand the
expression frown glory to glory to mean man's
chango from one degree of glory to another,
that the two glories are two steps in Christian
progress. This view, however, does not seem to
agree with the scope of the passage. It shows that
the looking toa person changes the beholder into
the image of the one he beholds; that he takes a
glorious character from boholding a glorious per-
son. The one glory is represented as producing
another glory; and the wonderful change is made
by the Lord the Spirit.

How apt we are to undervalue that glorious
change which c¢ost the Saviour so much and
does so much for us. Angels are holy and
happy; they were made by Christ and for
His glory; they take a rejoicing interest in every-
thing connected with the glory of the Lord, but
they can never be changed into the same image
from glory to glory. Jesus has a glory peculiar
to Himsclf. When He comes again to earth He
will come in His awn glory and in the glory of the
Father and in the glory of tho holy angels. Can
wo deecribe or imagine the blessedness of having
our life hid with Christ in God so that when
Christ, who is our life, shall appear we shall ap-
pear witm HIv in glory. John, who leaned on
Jesus' breast, whom Jesus loved, when near ono
hundred years old, aftor having seen so much of
the glory of the Lord, and having suffered so
much for the testimony of Jesus, scems startled as if
he had made o new discovery and exclaimed, Behold
what manner of love the Fathor hath hestowed
npor us that we should be called the sons of God !
Therefnre the world knows us not because it
kuow Him not. Beloved now are we tho sons of
God, and it doth not yot appear what wo shall
be, but wo know that whon He shall appuar we

LW e e e e e e —— - e - e

shall be like Him, for we snaLL ser Hin as He
15. It is_this, hope_that purifics oven as He is
pure.

Jesus prayed to His Fathor that His disciples
might be with Him whore He is THAT TOEY MIGHT

veuornd His crory. This, then, is the prospect
of the faithful in Christ Jesus, They will be with

Ohrist, will bohold His glory, see Him as Ho is
and bo like Him.

— —('_)‘rigiim'l' '@hutxihutiuii;._

THE SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL.

And an aighway shall be there, and a way, and it shall he
called the way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over
it, but it shall Le for those: the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therefn.~Isaial xxxv., 8,

God has given to the world & plan of salvation:
He bas marked out the way by which sinful mon
may leave the paths of sin and enter into the king-
dom of God and know they are forgiven, The
teaching of the religious world has mystified the
way by teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men, till sincera souls, seeking for salvation, are
led to believo there is something very mysterious
about the matter, and sometimes weeks, months
aud even years are spent in trying to get an assur-
ance of acceptance. It is my purposo, at this
writing, to show from the Book that the way is
plain and simple; that the wayfaring man, though
a fool, may not err therein.

Mark says that Jesus said to them (His apostles):
Go ye into all the world and preach the guspel to
every creature, Ho that believeth aud is baptized
shall be saved, but he that belioveth not shall be
damned. Paul declares, in his secor.d letter to the
Thessalonians, that the Lord Jesus shall be reo-
vealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking ven-
geance on thom that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And Paul says 2gain, Gal. i,
8, 9: But, though we or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached, lot him bo accursed. As we
said before, 8o say I now again: If any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that yo have re-
ceived, let him be accursed.

Hero we seo that God threatens to damn the
man who does not believe the gospel. He declares
vengeance upon them that do not obey the gospe!,
and He says they shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power. The curse of God is
called down upon any man or an angel from
heaven that should preach any other gospel than
that which Paul preached and they had received.
God, could not consistently damn, punish and
curse men for not belioving, obeying or preaching
the gospel, if the gospel was not plain, simple, easy
to be understood and made known to others.
What God cannot do consistently He cannot do at
all. Therefore, I conclude, and I think every
honest man must also conclude, that the gospel is
plain and simple.

Agaiu, 1 argue that the gospel is pluin and sim-
ple becauso it is the means appointed by the dear
and loving Jesus, whe laid Ris royal robes asida
and came down among men to become a Man of
sorrow and acquaioted with griof, who gave Him-
self for us on tho cross of Calvary. It was ap-
pointed by Him to save men. Rom. i, 16; It
(tho gospel) 18 the power of God unto salvation to
every one who belioves it. 1 Cor. i., 21: It pleased
God by the foolishness of preacking to savo those
who helieved. Certainly He was capable of mak-
ing a gospel that would be adapted to the ond in
viow, that was, to save men, and in order to accom-
plish this work it must be so simple aud plain that
men of crdinary minds could compreliond it so as
to believe it, obey it and teach it to others, ,There-
foro, we conclude that it was thus plain and sim-



