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Pharmacy in England.

Gormr.n Comnpetition in Surgient Instruments-
A Physilan dispenses a tatai dose ot' Stt'ych.
nine for ilmsotl-A Monopoly of the word
" bedicat " Souightt ftor-Now Examniers of
the Pharniaceutical Society-Tea Tablets.

(Fromil Our ownm Cortet-t de.)

There is just now somletling like a flood
of Gerniai instruments anîd sundries being
introduced Io the drug trade in EnMglaid.
Clinical theriioimîeters are being offered
in nickel cases at $4o per dozen, which is
surely " rock botton." Besides this there
are hinaural stethoscopes sellinîg at prices
fully 50 per cent. lower than only a few
years ago. 'hie patent of a well-known
firni of imanufacturers of seanless cne-
nias having expired, there are any numts-
ber of imitations on the market. Most
of these it is quite incorect to describe as

seamless." They ces tainlly appear so on
a cursory inspection, but closer exanina-
tion shows that it is only the icavy enamt-
ellimg on tIe surface thait hides the seans.
In addition to'these, fite aitiseptic era of
suirgery lias proved a fine opening to the
German instrument nanufacturers, and
these goods are being largely mianufac-
tured in one solid piece of steel, or in
such a manner thait they can easily he
taken to pieces and sterilized. All tIe
leading hospitals are adopting sterilizers
or autoclaves. by menis of wlicl instru.
ments, banclages, etc., can he effectually
sterilized Iv hieat. Soie of tliese pieces
of apparatus are very elaborate and very
expensive. 'T'lhe large-sized sterilizers are
fitted with safety valves, tubaltires for
therimomîeters, etc., and frequently cost as
nicl as $5c, to $oo. Simple copper
cases for scalpels, small aseptic knives.
etc., are muade so that tlhey cati he placed
over a iunsen burner and ieated to red-
ness. As the scalpels and knives are
tnmde of solid steel, very effective sterili-
zation cati thus lie assured, whilst nio de-
terioration takes place. One of ic great-
est drawbacks to tie use of anîtisepîtc anid
geriîicidail soitions, such as corrosive
sublimate and sal-alemîbroth. was te cor-
rosion of the instruments. Serilization
by lieat is quite as effective. and without
tlhis serious drawback. With regard Io
the cleap clo:cal thernoieters alliued
to above, it siould he noted thait ese
catch lines are frequently of very in: -rior
qualith. Te inaccuracy of clinicail tler-
iionicters is notorious, and an examîtina-

lion of a numiliber a few years ago mdi-
cated tha. tlie gradutation was bo imcorrect
thait readings werc frequently more tlai
a degree or tawo out. .7/eJw.-e/recently
raised a protest algainst "hainute
cliinical therioieters. These quick read.
ing therioneters are miîisleadintg, accord.
ing to The Lancet, as the iere opening of
the nouth to introduce tie instrument
reduices hie temîperatuîre so much tait, a'
the expiration of half a minute, tie ful
teiperature is îlot rcstored.

l'he accidental deaili of a doctor in
London is reported as being due in his
inadvertently taking In overdose of a
strychnine mixture for neulîralgia. He

was a particularly handsonie mai and al.
ways iîmimaculately dressed, and yet it was
not his first imlistake in dispensing. It is
related that soimie time. ago le was
observed rushing Iatless fron lis surgery
il order to overtake a patient. It tran-
spired that lie had doubled the quantity
of iedicine, but forgottens to alte: ie
dose. Witli regard to lis last fatal error,
by wlich le lost lis life, il is exceedingly
probable thlat hie lad tie wiole of fite
strychnine dissolved in a glass measure
ready to put into hie mîixttre bottle. lie
was called away froml the dispensing
colnter for a moment and on his return
raised the mîîeasure to his lips and draik
hie contents, thinking it was a neasured

dose from the iedicine boule. He lin-
gered for nearly an houîr, and his ieatli
w'as iiost painftil, owing to the contintied
tetanic spasis, whiclh, in spite of iedical
assistance, were uincontrollable. It is
surely hie ir.ny of fate that tie deceased
doctor was the author of an article, pub.
lisled in a iiedical journal only a year or
Iwo ago, advocating hie advantages of a
special and distinctive boule always to be
employed for poisons.

A precious bill has just been iitrodutced
by the British Medical Asso:iation, in
order to secuîre tie muonopoly of hie word

iedical." Thus it is laid down as a
penal offeice for any one, nlot a legally
qualified iiedical mai, to assuie, lise, or
take hie tile iedical practitioner, ièdical
specialist, iiedical dispenser, iedico-
herbalist, nedico-clectrician, and so on.
''ie penalty, therefore, wlich a pharna-
cist would inîctr if lie should dare to caîl
hinself a medical dispenser (wich is just
what lie is), or his phariacy a nedical
hall, is the liability to ipilirisonient for
twelve iiontlis. It need hardly be said
that there is nlot the reiotest chance of
lthe bill ever being passed by Parlianient,
lut it is a fine specinen of the cool
assuiiption of somue of our iotoriety
liutinig iedicos. It mîust be adiiitted
that the iedical profession suiffer con-
siderably froi hie illegitimnate practise of
mlîedcicine hy persons totally unacquaited
with hie subject. But a body tha. cannot
agree to lui nurses be properly examinied
and registered withiout showing a degree
of jcalousy, which has iade it a laughing-
stock, is hardly to be encouraged in tie
endeavor to secure anything further iii the
way of a nonopoly.

The introduction of professional ex
aminîîîers on Uic Exauinuing Board of thie
Pharnaccutical Society lias had no ap.
preciable effect on thc number of passes
anîd failures. It is rumnored that Professor
Green is particularly severe, althotigi it is
îlot stated wvhîetler lis own students at
Bloomlishury Square, witi wloiî le is lim-
iinsely popular, experience lte saie
severity. The character of the examina-
tions canlot fail to lie iiproved by hie
addition of these professors to lte Board,
and tliey are naturally more in toucih wiîth
students, and uiderstand hie requirenents
which a student should be ablle to satisfy
better than pharmêîacists who have left

ticir schooldays long behlind. 'T'lhe iiew
examiners inclide Professor Percy Frank-
land, F. R.S., of Alason's College, Birming.
liamu, and Professor AlcLeod, of Cooper's
ldll College', wlo vill take cheimiistry ai
te i .ondon examinations, and Professor
J. Gibson, of the Heriot Watt College'L', .at
Edinburgh. Professor Greenî, D.Sc.,
l.A., of lie society's schîool, and Mlr.

A. C. Seward, M.A., Lecturer and Ex.
aminer at Cambridge University, will take
botanîv in London, and Professor Patrick
Geddes, of University College, Dundee,
will examiine in lie saie subject in Edinî-
urgh. 'lie Phariaceutical Society is
certainly fortunate in obtaining hie ser-
vices of stchl eminent mien, as ic eiolu-
ment is not large. Travelling expenses
are, of conrse, allowed, but the fees are
only $16 lier dieni, aid tle examiinations
now only runt into somtie twenty days in
tile year.

Soie tiie ago I mîentioned tlie intro-
duction of conpressed tablets of tea by
Messrs. Burrouighus, Velcoie & Co., and
there is no doulit tliat they have '" cauglit
on " witl te public, and particularly
with the travelling section. Special care
is taken Io select the Iea leaves and re-
niove the mîid-rib, after viiclh it is cruslhed
and coipressed. Wh'ien infused in a cup
of boiling water, preferably by mens of a
patent straining.spuoon, a calital cup of tea
is produced in a few moments. I under-
stand tiat Messrs. Burrouglis, Velcone
& Co. have had to have special tabloid
machines erected for ie purpose, and the
deiand for hile tablets is sufficient to keepu
four or five constantly going. T'he latest
idea, introduccd by the lerrauona Com-s
pany, is decidedly novel, and a step in
advance. They have introduced packets
of tea, mnilk, and sugar combiied, and tie
ingredients, suifficient for at least tlhree
cips of tea, are enîclosed in a gelatine
wrapper. he tise of the gelatinue cover-
mig is still further cla-imîed as a novel im-
proveieni, as it is stated to precipitate
the tanning frou tic tea. This latest
novelty is put up in piackets, to retail at
iwo cents each, and supplied Io druggists
at $a. 16 per gross, and il is clainid that
it will prove a booii to tourists and travel-
lers. 'l'ie invention is duly protected by
paient. anîd as an attractive novelty will
doibtless.coiianîd a ready sale.

S.11.uîuîx, a specialty prepared in
Switzcrland and recoinended as a
strong antiseptic and laimostatic, is said
to consist of about :: parts of acetic acid,
25 parts oi acetic cthier, 50 parts of alco-
hol, andl 23 parts of water. It is used as
a dressinig for vounds.

Sumtl.iNloîilF'<No.-HIy bringîing toget.
er equal miolecules of iercuric chloride
and potassium carbolate. and gentlyleîat-
ing tlc solution, a brick.red precipitate,
which passes tlrouglh vellow to white,
foris, consisting of a nixcd chloride and
carbolate of iîercury. This lias been
termiied subliioilenol. WVaselid, driçd,

- and dissolved in boiling nicouhol, it foris,
on cooling, colorless crystals.


