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INTIuonUCTION.

ihnarmîriacy is a branci or ratier an% in-
tegral portion of tihe theory and practice
of ttedicine; so far as it aids the former,
it is professional ; so far as it relates to
the latter, it is more nearly associated
witht trade. Nothing is more difficult
than to set the boundaries of pharnmnacy,
of whicl chemîîistry is the mainspring,
wlile other sciences lend tributary assist.
ane(. There still exists a distinct plot of
ground called Pharnacy, whlicl it iIaty
task one's best energies to cultivate
arig-ht, and he who imagines a knowledge
of certain allied sciences to be alone suf-
ficient, will be nournfully disappointed.

Tihe pharnacist faithiful to his voca.
tion will find himiààself in an honorable po.
sition, and one which he may claim as his
own. There is a visibly increasing wish
on the part of the great niedical profes.
sion to separate itself from the art of
pharmacy, for the union of experience and
discovery lias su widened the sphere of
knowledge that it is impossible to grasp
the whole, and unwise to make the at-
tempt. The physician is only too gld to
confide the operations of pharnacy to a
body of men whon lie can safely trust,
and he will be still are anxious so to do
in proportion as the cducational qualifica-
tions of the pharmnacist reider the latter
worthy of such an alliance. This is tihe
sitnation-the reason for, as well as thte
explanation of, the oflicial Syllabus of the
Minor Examination, with which we, as
far as it relates to pharnacy, arc to-niglht
concerned.

Let me venture to dissociate the sub.
ject for a miiomnant frot its exanination
tranmels, and to give an insight into the
manner in whiclh it is treated as a study.
Ve have first a suuall contingent of hos-

pital students, who desire to learn syste-
mnatically the general principles of the art,
and who wiscly gain their information
fron direct pharnaceutical sources. They
cone therefore to get practical knowledge
which nay serve tie in good stead in
the riglit construction of formllulie, in an
acquaintance with the therapeutic value
of drugs, and with approved methods of
combination. They start fair witht a.
liberal education and consequently make
rapid progress ; while, attending a course
of pharmacy for a definite purpose, their
industry is exceptional. Thiey are more
than welcone in our muidst ; their pres.
ence is esteened an honour, and their ac-
tion is distisctly advantageous to themn-
selves.

Secondly, a small contingent of women
enter upon pharnacy as a study ; a few
intend to comnaence business.on their own
account ; more wish to assist a relative
und these two classes enter for the fuli
Minor work and cone under the examin-
stion system. .Bt far more are already

engaged in IVomnen and Children's !fospi-
tais wherel maie assistance is inadmissible.
Added to these are Sistera, or lay men-
bers of various nursing communities con-
inected with sone philanthropic schieme.
Their attendance at arny public course
tends toward order, ad courtesy iand
good work. Their courage is to be ad-
iiiired in att.acking a subject with whiclh
previously they were not particularly well
acquainted. These are wiso in their gen-
eration, for he eafter they mnay procecd to
acquire legal qualification and take high-
er rank : mlleanwhile they are infinitely
botter prepared to discharge their daily
routine of duty. That they interfere
witl the position of the chemist and
druggist is a fignient. Not even a Per-
eira Medallist could attend with much
success to a ward of infants, or ta the
wants of fenale patients.

Leaving these extra-pharmsacopeiaLl stu-
dents, we coue to our own men, the
thoroughrness of whose work lias to be of-
ficially tested, ani recognized by law.
Our ranks are recruited f rom a renarka-
bly snall numnber of London apprentices
aud assistants, as far as mrny experience
goes ; the najority at least are derived
fron the provinces. They are handi.cap.
ped a good deal by the want of that lib-
eral education which should precede ap.
prenticeship. Thris is the blot which con-
pulsory mneasures should crase. Other-
wise there is nu better training for subse.
quent systeiatic study tihan that which
the country, with its general business and
inultifarious developients of trade phar-
inacy, cani alord. Broadly-the student
reaps the greater benefit fron any public
course of instruction in direct proportion
as the foundations of lis learisrng have
been alrcady laid.

THE OFFICIAL SYLLAIUS.

The Minor Exanination Syllabus be-
gins with Pharnacy because it adllcts
those who aspire to registration under the
Pharmiacy Act, 1868, as Chenists and
Druggists. There are four Sections. 1.
Prescriptions. 2. Practical Dispensing.
3. The theory aud practice of pharmacy.
4. Plharmssacoposial stresrngtls.

It is thouglt necessary for tihe safe
conduct of a cheimist's business that le
should be able to translate prescriptions
coimitted te his care ; shtould have a
general knowledge of posology and ho able
to calculate perceitage quantities.

The reading of autograpl prescriptions
is an art only to be gained by practice.
They should be nounted separately, and
not arranged in book fori when meant
for class instruction ; the gramnatical
construction of the Latin should have
ben lcarnt at school. One rnay as weil
have to teach the rudiments of chemistry
in the Research Labor.ýtory as the agree-
ment of an adjective with a noun in a
tochnical course of pharniacy.

A great help towards correct transla-
tion is the practice of "rendering in good
Latin ordinary prescriptions written in
English," a point on which the syllabus
insists. The average ttude4t is short iu&

hais vocabulary ; words, probably mor
than grammatical construction, are his
failing. fow can lie "spot" words in a
prescription whicl le does net know 7
Practical dispensiîng, which forms the sec-
ond section of the syllabus, in a personal
matter, and so must reinain. Happy is
the youtht who has had an ail round prac-
tice in the art as a preparatioi for syste-
inatic work.

11efore entering a public course lie
slould know how to weiglh and menasure
direct, wrap and finish ; be sure about
general doses, and be able to recognize lis
drugs. Wien familiar with the iechani-
cal operations of lis trade, lie should vena-
ture on dispensing simple foris and grad-
ually be introduced to mlore difficult com.
binatiois, the more the better ; at first
under the strictest supervision, continued
unltil lie may be safely trusted te the ex-
îsrcise of his own discretion. Soon lie is
in% the swiu and under the efficient guid.
ance of a master, lae should have learnt
how te make pills and powders ; nix-
tures, drops and draughts ; liniments and
lotions ; ointments and electuaries ; gar-
gles, embrocations and fancy remedies.
Shall we who have the interests of phiar-
naey at heart, let that be the beginning
and the end of that young nan's knowl-
edge of dispensing ? Siail we let hit
grope lis way as our fathers did, througs
interminable formule, till long experience
hras revealed to him those principles,
chemical, physical, and pharmaceutical,ons
whsich lis work depends t "Understanîd-
est thou what thou readest 1" is an old
question ; "understandest thou what
thou doest " is anotiher, whici systemsatic
training and instruction have alone the
power to answer.

SsTEMATIC DISPENSING.

I cannot be expected, nor would you
wisht ie, ta concentrate a dispensing
course into the limited- space at ny dis-
posal, and inorcover, didatic teachirng oi
this subject is useless unlaccomnpaaicdd by
manipulation.

Systeiatic dispensing aims at setting
a student f ree from the fear of an " un-
read " formula by deionstrating the prins-
ciples on whiclh it is based. With a few
exceptions (strictly galenical) e-acia pre-
scription will be found to belong te soine
distinct group or famfily in which sone
distinct priniciple which creates a nethod
of dispensing ls involved. On tlhreeformn-
er occasions I have had the honour of
bringing before the notice of the Associa-
tion certain sections of dispensing the
prosaic but utilitarian subject, PillS; the
preparation of Emnulsions, and Misturæe.

I endeavored to show that not one of
these was to be compounded at hapha-
ard, but following Etty's dictuit they
were ta be mixed with brains. Now,
while no system of classification can ever
be a substitute for personal work, ad-
vanced dispensing as required for te
phariacy of the Minor Syllabus niay
with advanatage be studied suder two as-

pects.
I. A classified galenical arangement
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