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wine ilidieinaly, but not as an ordinary bcveragc. Titmothy was thus a
total abstainer. In viciv of ail ibis, we hold that thcre is no evidence that
our Lôrd used intoxicating ,vine. He certainly did not at Cana, or ait the
Passover-or the Lord's Supper. The charge that hoe îvs a winebibber,
wvas mado by the samne encmies who deciarcd that ho had a1 dcvii, and was
equaily untrue. But besides, the fermentud wincs of Syria had flot mure
than ton per cent. of alcohiol, whereas brandy and runi have over fifty-
thre, whiskey over fifty-four, and cvcn pure port vine, twCflty-two per
cent. The common wvîne of Syria wvas scarccly intoxicating, unlcss used in
large quantities, and w~hen druggcd for excitement, which is aiways for-
bidden in the Scripturcs. It is uscd as a part of the daily food in Pales-
tine, as in France, and is practtcally unintoxicating. Sober men use a
botie of it at dinner without thc. !lightcst ifltuxic.at.fg effClt. It lj>peals
then, that the blessing of which the Bible speaks is tu be fuund- nul .n
inîoxicating wrne, but in nourishing food, cither grapes, or freshly oxpressed
juice of the grape, usuaily associated with corn or bread. (Gen. 28, 28,
Is. 36, 16, 17.) The mcdicated wine of the drunkard in ancient times, as
well as the brandied and drugged wines of the present day, are not food,
but more stimulants, wherca the -,vine at the institution of the Lord's
Supper mnust have possesscd the proper quality flttcd to nourish thc body,
as il is an embiem of the blood of Christ, the joy and nourishmenî of our
souls. Great injustice is donc to the Bible, when the wiflC of which it
speaks is identified with the port wine of the prescrnt day, wvhich lias often
over hirty per cent, of alcohol, and with other modern liquors, wvhich have
sometimes fîve limes as much alcohiol as the fermenîcd wine of Palestine,
besides ailier poisons and dangerous drugs. The case of drunkcenness
among the Corinîhians proves nothing against the view vre have set forth.
They were newly converîted hecathens aclustomed tu the use of intoxicating
winc at their heathen festivals, and no doubt under the influence of their
former customs dranik inîoxicaîing wine even 10 drunkenness on that occa-
sion ; but because of this th judgment of Heaven came upon them, even
as upon the two sons of Aaron, when they came before the Lord
under the influence of drugged wine or strong drink, and as a
wamning to the Church of Gud to the end of time. Strange foliy
to argue the propriety of using wvine from such a case as that
where the displeasure of Jehovah wvas manifested because of the
use of intoxicating wine. We have reason to believe that flot more
than a fifth part of the grapes of Palestine were ever niade into fermenîed
wine, and that there wvas not more than the twentieth part of the drunken-
ness among the Jews in our Lord's day that there is now among the Anglo.
Saxons. The pious Jews drank only unintoxicaîing wines, or mild ivines
which were virîualiy such; and few, but openiy wicked persons ever got
dmunk and tbat g.-nerally on druggel wine-tbe use of wvhich wvas always
forbidden, and is associated with idolatry and aduitery. (Is. 5. 11, 12 ; -Prov.
2-3. 31; 1 Cor. 6. 9,10.) Even granting then (which we do flot) that our
Lord used the ferniented wine of Syria, w-c hold tbat if our Lord were now
on earth Hie would enjoin on His disciples entire abstinence from ail
intoxicants, since drunkenness,-promoted as it is by whiskey, brandy and
beer, modern inventions, as well as manufactured and ordinary wines,-lias
become the great vice of the age and one of the greatest hindrances to the
conversion of the womld and salvation of men; a vice vrhich destroys more
persons than famine, wvar and pestilence, as the Hon. WVm. E. Gladstone has
deciared; yca, il is a vice wbich is the chief soqrce of ail the other great
crimes that eXist. Theme is a legend which involves an important truth and
an important warning, of a inan to, whomn the dcvii is said to have "offered the
alternative of a choice betwcen tlirce smns on-, or the other of wvhichi, as the
nieans of meeting sorte evil or obtaining some good, ho was bound to commit.
The three sins were atURDER, INcEST, DRUNKENNMES, the m-an made choice
of the last, as in his estimation, inconipirably the leist. T1his wvas the devii's
device for when hoe %vas under the influence of it hc was easily beguiled
int both the other two. The saloon is the purveyor of tbe brothel. In-
deed wve believe but for the intoxicating cup thehbouses of ilI-faiiie could flot
be sustained. The drunkard becomes insensible to ail feelings of citîmor
right or decorum ; hoe is ready to commit the most shaniecss indecencies as
wvol as the inost cruel barbaricies and eveti to glory in bis shaine; it is theme-
fore the parent of ail the other vices and crimes, and if we would rid society
of ail these we nmust strike at this the tap root of ail the vices. If our Lord
were onî earîh, no doubt Hc wvould denounce the liquor traffic wvhich has

made a standing army of probabiy 8oo,ooo drunkards, and which bias
dcstmoyed mainy millions of precious souis during the last 400 Ye-irs, at
traffic %vhi-.b deslroys at least x8o,ooo souis yearl) in Chriitcndoni, becsides
bringing urtittcrabIe.suffcring on iwives and cidren, ihuts catusing illere
mitery than any other evil of our d.t>. Can any Christian doubt that lie
wvho laie «" tu save the lust," 15 tulîcil> upî,ubed tu buJh a trafih.- tàs tià and
would denounice il if le iverc nuw un earthi? I fur one can no mure dijubt
it than can I dubt that two and tw%î niake four. Indeed the wvhule spirit ùf
the New Testament requiros total tbstincn(.c front tuat wvbicb is tlsbu(i.ited
with so nîuch sin and sulfering. We are connandcd to "labstaim fromn
evcry appeamance of f_ il," 10, bc Ilnot confornmcd to the world ,' to ktcp
ourselves "' pure " 10 remienber that vic are temnples of the Holy Glîost, and
to do ail to the glomy of God. Now I asli (ant 'e confornm to thicse reluire-
nielt %%hile ive use or seli tht"ýi vlii-h Icads su mari) 10, cemnal ruin? Abuve
ail the Iaw of love and Chri tian expediency wbich, is anoîher naine for
Christian duty, as set forth b -Paul in ROM. 14. 12 2 1 and 1 Cor. 8. 4-9 13,
requireb ail Christians to ab..iin froiii that wvbich becomes a snare to others,
and therefome fromi intoxicati i- drinks, becatise of the evils thoy inflict on
socicty. If by our niodema o drinking we encourage others who cannot
c.onim.id theminseives, bu' induige to, excess, ive violate this Iaw of the
Kiiigduin, "Destroy flot lim wit tby nîcat for wvm Clii ist died.' The
hw% of love requires us to, do to others as « e wouid that they in iike
circunistalices shouid do lu us, therefome we shiould riot put lemiptation be-
fore a weak brother, nom use tlîat which is flot essential for us, and which is
Iikeiy-to ensnare and destmoy hiîn. Iii the spirit of Hini who Ilpleased not
H iself," nom soughit his owvn case or gratification, wve should do what we
can to rescue others froin this great cvii. Anid * we can do thiq by ourselves
bucorning abstainers froin ail intox >icants, anîd thus practicably sa)ing to,
others, Corne with us and we wi! do you good. This is the noble Christ-
like principle on which many Christians act, and »eel it to bc their duîy to
abstain themsclves, and on whicli total abstinence societies are founded ;
and it is oniy ccrrying out this principle to ils legitiniate resulg.s, wlien we
seck to have a Iaw enacîed 10 prohibit tbe manufacture cnd sale of
intoxicaîing liquors because of the greal and cruel evils which îboey
are inflicling on society. Titus boîli the exp>ress comnmand of God
in the Old Testament "Lo>ok flot upon the winc," and the prin.
cipies set forth in the New Testament, requime us tc, abstain froin
the use of intoxicating liquors. In those passages in Romans and
Corinthians God expects the full free use of our exaitipio to be uscd in ad-
vancing the weli.being of our brother; and tue spirit of God warrns ail
Christians not 10 do that wliich would be ac u for thieni, if il woufd mis-
lead or injure others. Influence and responsibiliîy go together, and the
Christian vho, is known by precept or example 10 br an advocate of the use
of the inloxicating cup takes upon hiniseif a fearful responsibiliy-the
higlier the position of tue mari, the ivider ivill bc the influence of bis worcl
and deed, anîd il is almost impossible to use liquors as a beverage without
it being knoîn 10 some one who may bc nîisled by it. A young wonian,
the amiable and edueated daugliler of a leading inerchant in the Uniteci
States, wvent down 10 a drunkard's grave declaming tuat it was bier falbher's
example--a moderate drinker, wbJo used wine at bis table, tbat ]ed 10, hem
muin. And many such *cases have occurmed.

Another principle that applies t0 tbis subject is the deveIopmnent of
truth within the church. Aitbough divine mevelation 'vas given perfect and
complote, ycî the undemsîanding of it by mon bas becn graduai. More cor-
rct viens of divine truth baye been aruivud at during the course utlie.
Tue dc,ýclopmnent of doctrine nithin the r-hur.b bias biucn gaing via hum
age t0 age. 'It took centuries before there %vas a genteral cunsensu,: or
agmeement oni evangelicai doctrines as non heid by Christendomn in regard
t0 the Trinity, the divinity of Christ and the Holy Spirit, justification by
faith, regenteration and sanctification. Tlie liime w~as, and that flot lonîg
sitIO, whien slave-holding nas defunded fruii lthe liuipits of Orîhodox
Christians. Now, umider tic influence of increasing iigbî, and the quick-
cncd conscience ti Clîristians, good mon have universailly corne to beliove
tlîat such a practice is eiitirely contrary to, thc Mîind of Christ, and 10 tic
golden mule ivhich lit lias givcn to lus p.cople. in lîke aner a very great
change lins corne over public opinion ini Chriîstiani lands in regard to tie
liquor traffic. Sixly ycars ago the làIqour îraflký va.i looked on ab reptitable
as. well as profitable, and niany gued mzen ivcre en- iged in thit traffic. But
during that period the liglit of Scripture, reason and experionce lias been
let in on ils dark and uncliristian character and results.

(7T, e confintued.)


