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And God divided the light ‘from the darkness.”—Gen. i., 4.

“The works of the Lord are great;
Bought out of all them that have pleasure
erein.”  And those works are not merely
Creative, but restorative,—works of salva-
tion and of regeneration: great in their
- O%ign—great in their accomplishment—
Breat in their results. Such were his
Works of creation, as set forth in the chap-
containing our text,—the visible hea-
Vens—the earth—the waters under the
Carth—the light—the darkness; these
15play his wisdom, power, and goodness,
8 of a very small but distinet portion
of his doings "in the stupendous work of
Creation that we purpose to speak; not,
“Properly speaking, a creative act, but an
Ugement of tbat which had already
0 created. “God divided the light
from the darkness.” What Jehovah then
94, in the exercise of his wisdom and
Power, he still performs thronghout all his
T any Jrangements. I form the light,
Create darkness; I the Lord do all
u.'e?ﬁ things.” It is his ceaseless act to
divide the light frown the darkness.
Vl T\ls consider,—~— .
.and:‘he things spoken of in the text;

2. What is affirmed concerning them.,

K 1.—The things spoken of in the text,
8t and darkness, To each of these
T there are different significations.—
bere i what we term natural light; there

~ 880 mental and moral light (the illu-
;lm'“ltlon of the understanding and of the
Sart); there are also providential, spiritual,
-8ud Sternal light: each of these has its
:pp"‘“ﬂ state of darkness. It is true that
a:r t speaks only of light uatural; yet,
t t.he works of God in nature are often
Ypical of 1q works of grace, we may fol-
éxample of Secripture, and in trac-

which we could not well exist; yet, per-
haps, we have never been sufficiently sensi-
ble of its value; perhaps we have not received
it, walked i it, enjoyed it, and rejoiced in ;
it as the gift of Him who gives us richly
all things to enjoy. Like all the gifts of
our Heavenly Father, it is beautiful, and
that beyond description. It cheers the
heart of the prisoner when it shines through
the grating of his solitary cell. It glitters
in the frozen skies of Lapland, and sheds
it golden lustre on the inhabitants of the
torrid zone. It makes manifest, “ for what-
ever doth make manifest is light.” It en-
ables us to avoid dangers aud obstacles,
and to travel safely in the most intricate
paths. It frustrates the designs of wicked-
ness: without it no profitable or useful oe-
cupations could be pursued; all would bae
confusion and danger; creation would be
one viewless, cheerless, colourless,unvarying
blank, and our lives would terminate in
despair; for no ground could be cultivated
—no harvest reaped—ro comnierce-carried
on—no word of God perused,~no knowled

of God conveyed to heathen lands. But
Jehovah raid, «Let light be, and there
.was light”  The lovely transparent fluid
sprang from nothing.into existence—glit-
tered amidst the darkness—shone in the
firmament—was treasured up in the sun,
and for thousands of years hasflowed thence
as waters from a fouatain, unceasing in its
emanations, free to all and without dimin-
ishing in quantity or lustre. It is true the
revolution of our earth around the sun and
on her own axis gives us various gradations
of light—the twilight, the morning, and
the meridian day; but the sun is ever the
same, like that Saviour whom he feably
shadows forth,—always glorious—always

OW the

:;g Ut the truths it teaches, may endeavour

ta Prove, that in the whole economy of na-
' h::' Providence, and grace, it is the prac-

bigh and prerogative of God to divide the
t from‘ the darkness. . 1

Light i creaturs of God, without

& blessing to mankind, « Truly the light
is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is to behold
the sun.”  But light is also pure; though
it dwell in the most poliuted places and
shine on the filthiest dunghills it coutracts
no pollution,—it cannot be defiled. Such

is light upon earth; what must it be in



