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class of tho people, but as a gcucral thing thcy are hoacut.
Their routes, liko our jtost-roads, are fixeti by tha govarn-
ment, and nt proper distances there arc cotiectors or offcecrs
who receive te letters vltelstUe tappal runners bring.

Tho tappal runners aro cxposed to many dangers. During
the rainy scasous tha travelling is heavy and dungerous.
Thcy have not ouly toe neounter swettlcu streamns, but ve-
nomous serpents and the ferocious tvîld beasts chat inhabit
the junglcs.

Armed with a long pole, nt osa end of which are suspend-
ed tito seated bags, ivhile the otiter is cncirclcd vrith a numa-
ber cf brass rings, wthiat, ttakling togather, serve to intimi-
date serpents and other unnclcome naighbsurs, these tappat
runners, usually two or threc in nunuber, set out at ail hours
of tse niglit, and face somatimes thc most appalling hurri-
canes. Titis, in a dlense jungle, is anytlting but asn enviabli
position ; for, aithougi tltey are iavariably accotnpanied by
torch-baarers, ona preccding sud the other followiag tltem,
and although tha wholo compaay nstist in raisiog a con-
tinssad stri 'ng of meut appallissg and uneart.bly yells, which
arc intcnded te tarrify the fierca danizens cf the forest, it
net uafrcquently happonss titat soe suddeu tvindiug aosong
the mountain-gorges brings thesa poor tappat runnars upon
scanas quita sufficient te frece tho blood within their veins.
Only fancy corming along the vergeofet a preeilie, soe-
wherc about twe heurs after midttight, nut a star to ha seen
ta tha teavaes, aud a campeat uuceeping svitb fury ttsrocsgt
the danseand gigantia trees ef an impenet.ablo forest. Ever
sud anon thara is a fearfully civid flash of ligttning, suc-
caeded by deafening peuls cf bunder. Then comae torrents
oif rain sivaeping averything befora tltcs,-the torches, cf
course, meanwhile buroing dimly ; wttile, loudar titan tha
thunder itseif, is achaed fram hill te bill the funerat lincit cf
semae buga glane of tha forest that has been prostrated by
the gala t To this suecds tec tcrrificd rcoacng cf friglît-
aned tigers, tha trumpeting cf elephants, tha bellowing cf
balf-rabid bisons, and, amid aIl, the dismat screasttng cf
the peacoek. Whita btîrrying on as rapidly as our legsb wil
carry us, tha torch-bearer wlto is ahead cf us is stiddealy
brotsght te a stand-still by the bideous appearanca of a toge
cobra de capelle, that has rsiscd its envenomcd head right
in tha cante cf ttc pattway, toc fearful cf tha bright blaza
of the torah te, advanta, snd -yet apparently un'tcilling te
ratra.


