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STATIONERY NOVELTIES IN EUROPE. i
Froui_____ an ltrinCrjI>ndnr

l'A RI %.

P OKEIZ work as casd ta be ppuar
with amateurs, says The Stationcry

Trades journal correspondent, 1 iîmagine

because it was like the litile girl in the

nursery rhyme, *1When it was good, it was

very good indeed. and %%hen it was bzid at
was hortid" and, unfurtunatcly. in tht
hands af tht inexpcrienced amateur i was
more oftcn bad ahan gooti. No daubt, this
avas parti> owing ta tht pencil. which bad a
long india rubber tube iastened ta its top
extîeînity. Nerves ait naturally flervaus,
and requtre ta be wcll schoolcd before they
wlll consent ta v6ork uaîdcr unusual candi
%ions. Anvune may eabily convince fi-
self of this by t>ing a piece ai string te the
top os his petîholdier. and holding the basbe
extrenisty af tht string in bis leit band. lit
will find thax bis wising is by ne means
improî'ed. his rigbt hand being alwaysairaid
that the left is going ta play a jake upon it.
liesides. in pokcr work, the brain being
interestcd mainiy in what the uiglit hanti
was doing, did net sec that the left hand
kept up a stcady draught. A recent inven-
Lion bas remioved these dlibadvantages b>'
doing away with tht long iradia rubber tube,
and makiaig tht pencil a franc! of portable
gas Iarnp. la calatains a reser-vair ambach is
fillled milh sulîîhutic ether, a huiti tai> or
stop.cac k ait he boti ai .ht resta vair
lieing firsi turneti off. 'fli pençiu as tirer
held for a few nioments In thc ilanie of a
sp.rit iamp ta warnm tht ether. tiien the tap
is tutncd on. the valior of tht ether wtiich
etcapes througb the neizne is lighted. and i l
continues ta burn with a tan>' but poweiul
fiait for a cansideraolc lime. Tire alit
can bc regulated tu any degte. or it can bt
tumneti off altogether andi a fiesh jet tubsti-
tuted andi relighled in a few seconds. Tht
leit band bring fret. tht woik can bc htld
or turned in any direction.

lait cards have become a verrtabît
plague. Il is flot tee unuch te say tbat
scores ai new designs are biought eut every
ay. They are adorned with evezy sort ai
subject. (rani the masterpieces of ancienu
and modern art te photographs of yaung
wenien, whosc costume begins to0 laie andi
leaves off too carly. Evcry known pracess
af engravini bas been employed. and icsla.
gion. hisa ry. art, and tht araima. te Say
nothing oi :nustc. heraldry, caricature, andi
other arts and sciences. have ail been
pressed Inte the service ofthOe orrnipresena

past card. 1 would utidertake te find at
Icast 3.000 différent designs lin a square
hall mile of P>aris. Ont ai tht latesi stries
is tht flags of thte nations--or rather, those
nations whose flig is simple, as France,
Itay. liclgium, and other tricolors, with a
iew bars ai tie national air printeti in gold
aiong tht top.

i is curieus ta note that tht posa card bas
quite knecked eut the poster. Only a few
months ago. it was customary ta sec a
notice an santie posters that they were îlot
ta be solti, andi anybody founti witlî a« copy
in bis possession wauid be prosecuteti. At
tirt shops, where posters wcre solti, it ivas
flot unusuial ta ask leur or five francs for a
cop),, anti now tbey are te be hati for as
inany pence. Tht reason ai this is said ta
bc tht difriculty ai knowing wbat te do witb
a collection. They are tao big ta put in a
portfolio. are not Coud enough te go on the
walis. andi, if they were, they wauld bide ail
tht picaure.q, ta say notbing ai getting dirty.
A stand miade af hingeti bars prajecting
firm a centrai pule is about the besa thing.
but that i apt te give your Mîendis tht idea
that yau arc about ta stant a1 patent iaundry.

There is absaiutely notbing new in sta.
tionery. and in iancy gootis tht only thing
te record is thte appearance of a new sort ef
china ai faience, wbich is a tolerably (air
imitation ai Wedgtwood. It cannot, ai
course. bc conipareti ta tht real article, but
it has tht nit of being very cheap. and an
asb tray or bonbonaîicre cani bc bougbt for
a fewv pence.

There is notbing particuiarly striking
among aur lattit novelties an netepaper.

Haglt llost- is tht silvery inscription on
a box covereti with dove grey crînkieti
paper. Tht sheets andi envelopes it con-
tains are ai plain white. but. ai course. very
superior niaterial, andi tht envelopes are
secureti against indiscretion by a colored
backing. -1Vulcan' a s the namt we read
on tht liti ai a box which i a splendid
enlarged imitation ai a saieay.niatch box.
Tht contents aie tht saite as ahose ai the

-1 agle Post.- A box ai greater than tht
usual dimensions bears tht inscription

Mo*Nidem ." -1n it we tinti an assarinient af
shetts and envelopes in four différent
fashionabie tints, and decorateti with preaty
fieraI designas. Bluteirtes embellish tht
natepaper af tht - Butterfly Post,- anti tht

box in which it is sol.I. %vith its envelopes
also, contains a number of tasteiuily
designed and executed pictarial post cards.

1a s a wcllIknawn fact that people wlw
have ta write a great deal, frequently, but
quite involuntarily, change their position
and that of the paper they write oin. The
consequence is a certain irreguiarity of their
handwriting. This can be avoidcd by a
new kind af pad, which consists of a thin
but rigid board, mcasuring twa feet by one.
A rail.' wbich extends acraîs it and can be
mnoved up and dlown. sliding in grooves
aiang either edge af the board. holds the
sheet by means of spring action. The board
itseli can bc fixed ta the writing-tabie in
any desired angle. la caasists oi scveral
layers ai veneer, and is made t o ld up.

Although many substitutzs for the aid.
fashioned blackboird ai the schoalroomn
have been introduccd aifaat. inventars
cannat rest, and the consequence is a
novelty which we might call a venter siate.
It laoks like an enlarged edition of the
ordinaty slate of aur earliest schooldays,
for il bas a trame in whicb totur layers ai
thin venter, strangly and crassways glutd
tageaher, are stretched. The greatest
advantage af this contrivance seems ta be
its lightness. but it is also less irigid than the
aid board. and therefare prescrnts a much
more agiecable %vriting surface than the
latter.

1 have jiait read that a large concern has
been staited in the United States fer the
manufacture ai envelapes, with a wire for
apening the saine running alang ane ai the
edges. This ltind ai envelape has been
tried lcng aga in Cermany, but was iaund
imptacticable for ont rcason or anoiher. In
the mieantime, another envelape witb apener
has been patented, which niight have a
more successful carter befare it. A little
corner ai catico. or saime such niateriai.
sticks through a horizontal slit irn the cloting
a1ap. The continuation af the same wc find
stuck on the inside of that flap, ai which it
(orms the lining. The gummed strips.
therefare, are ta bc found on that lining. 1
need hardly add that when operaing a letter
enclosed in such an envelope, it as only
necessary ta tear il open by pulling the
protruding cornier of the calice in the down-
ward direction.

A very useful and, at the saine tant-e,
ornamental clip, particularly suitabie for
the display ai cards, etc.. in shop windows,
bas the shape af a star made af metai. Two
stars are stamped out ai somne sheet rnetal,
then cmbosstd. and finally jo*tned togtther
b>- an eye.rivet being draven through the
centre af tht twa. A card or sheet pushed
between the sanie will bc tîgbtly held, and
can bc hung up by ane of the top points


