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PRACTICAL MEDICINE

ON CZREBRAL RHEUMATISM.
By Dr. Corxruius Brack.

In acate articular rheumatism, and :especially
when rheumatic pericarditis or endocarditis, or
both, coexist, cerebral rheumatism is not an un-
frequent accompaniment in the more urgent pe-
tiod of the articular disease. It is manifested
by a busy, talkative delirinm, occasional disposi-
tion to leave the bed, finshed face, not unfre-

_quently bathed in perspiration, restless, spark-
Iing eyes, and slight contraction of the pupils.
‘With this form of cerebral rheumatism every
medical practitioner is familar. There is, how-|a
ever, another form of cerebral rheumatism which
is probably of not less frequent occurrence, but
which is not generally recognized, or if recog-
nired, it has not, so far as I know, been described
either in medical books or in the medical periodi-
cals.

A case of this latter kind has very recently
been under my care. The subject of it was a
gentleman of middle life, of nervo-sanguine am-
perament, and of regular and temperate habita
From the 2ge of fourteen to that of thirty-nine
be passed through five attacks ¢f acute articalar

rtheamsatism. In none of these attacke did the
heart suffr. As in such subjects, so in him,
migratory rheumatism was of froquent occur-
rence. _In one such attack he suffered for some
_days from rheumatic pains in the ankles loins,
thoulders, arms, neck, and scalp, with no more
marked disturbance of the health than a little
indigestion. The urine was natural in quantity,
deepish-yellow in oclcur, had a specific gravity of
1028, a strongly acid reaction, and deposited on
. cooling & large quantity of cayenne-pepper-colour
ed crystals of uric acid. About nine o'cloc}: Gne

" morning, after expressing his freodom from rkeu-
matic pains, he somewhat suddenly began to feol
giddy and to complain of a sensation of weight
and hiaviness in the head generally and of & ten-
dency to fali in whatever direction the head

_ might be inclined. . Occasionally the sensation of
o whiz passed with electric rapidity through the
brain from back to front. At other times 11 ver
tiginous sensation was referred to the vertex,
when the gait became somewhat unsteady. His
intollect was unclouded, he could indite letters as
befom.bntthohdto thmk.huxdmnoonbe-

" came & little confused.

There was no increased heat of the head or of
thonhn‘enunﬂy,nommorvommng,nom-
jection of the sclerotion, no contraction or elters-
tion of the pupils, no “twitchings of the muscles
of the face or of those of any of the extremities.
In onewr two previous attacks slight twitchings
ofthomusé!uoftheeheehmdoftbabmh&d
occurred, & common result of mlg'rawry rhouma-

“tism. Tho breathing was easy, rogular, “and ‘the
number of mpuahons seventoon per minute.

The tongue was quite moist, but slighily furred,
there was no thirst, the appetite for food was not
sensidly altered, the bowels were regular. The
hear; and kidneys were healthy. The pulse,
ususlly 70 in bealth, presented the peculiarity of
now numbering only fifty-four per minute, a com-
mon result of depressed functional energy of the
brain. It was regular, equal, soft, and rose be-
nesth the finger witha slow, steady, measured
beat. 'The quantity of urine voided within the
first twelve hours was thirty-five onnces, but
afterwards this proportionate ratio decreased, so
that the urine did not exceod fifty ounces alto-
gether for the first twenty-four hours, It was of

deep yellow colonr, of acid reaction, specific
gravity 1026, and was quite free fmm deposit
after it had stood two daye

Perfect quietnde wasenjoined. Two pills con-
taining two grains of calomel and eight of the
compound extract of colocynth were administered,
and their action was favoured by an effervescing
draught containing tartrate of soda.  Five liquid
evacuations were produced. The general heavi-
ness and giddiness of the head now merged into
a sensation of diminished pressure over the left
brow and an aching soreness confined to the left
temple. This feeling shortly afterwards passed
in suocession to the muscles of the back of the
neck, producing stiffness and more or less pain
on motion—to the shoulders, wrists, back, thighs,
and ankles, manifesting in each locality its usual
character of rheumatism. With this transfer
from the head the pulse rose to 63, 66, 70, 72;
and the next quantity of urine voided let fall, on
cooling, a somewhat copious scdiment of wurates,
deeply coloured with the purpuraies of Proat—
the murexid of Liebig. For twenty-four hours
this excrotion of the urates continued, after which
it gave place to an excess of both the alkaline
and earthy phosphates, which continued for near-
ly two daye During this time the urine was
natural in quantity, of a rich straw colour, specific
gravity 1026, deposited on cooling a white woolly-
looking eediment, sad manifested an acid reac-
tion, which was not at all influenced by the food
taken. By heat the phosphate of lime was de-
posited in copious small balls and flakes, which
were immeodiately dissolved on the addition of
two drops of nitric acid, rendering the urine,
&4 it is wont in such cages, brilliantly clear and of
o faintly bistre light.

Here, then, was & czse of migratory ctheums-
tizm affocting the brain-substance and giving rise
to symptoms simulsting some of those premoni-
tory of apoplexy. Its real character, however,
was shown by the immodiate supervention of
cerebral symptoms on the subsidence of the rheu-
matic paing'in the ankles, and the dieappearance
oforysbahofnncmdfmmthemne,mdb"
the retwrn of these pains to the nock, back, and
limbe, and the deposit of urates and purpurates

immediately after the head-symptoms had been

relisved. That the whole cerebral mass suffered
iz rendered ‘probable by the general feeling of
heaviness over the head, by the giddihess and ths
sensation of s disposition fo fall in whatever di-
recﬁonthebeadminclined,bythemahihtyto
think without causing confnmonof idess, and by
the slowness of the pulse. - :

For sach cases I have generally found a smart’
purgation by calomel, colocynth, and tartrats of
soda the most effectual treatment.- Colocynth
exerts a wonderful power in causing the elimins-
tion of urio acid by theliver. To this effect. the
tartrate of soda contributes; but it, like all the
alkalies, also favours therexcretion of uris acid by
the kidneya. Calomel with colocynth, the alkalies,
perfect quietude of both body and mind, and a
spare diet, are consequently remediea to be adops-
ed in all such easen.®

SURGERY.

THE ANTISEPTIC SYSTEM AT EDINBURGH.

Ricesax J. Goorzr, B.S,, 8 cnlkeg;utnru
By’ University Collegu E::‘;hl.

(Concluded.)

During my attendance in Lister’s wards, be
sides o primary of a hipjoint, only four major
amputations were perforined, three of which beal-
ed wiihont a drop of pus or the slightest coastitu-
tional distwhance. I subjoin the dates at
which the dressings were changed in es< of them.
These facts speak for_ themselves, and show, not
only how rapid is the cure in successful cases, but
how much trouble is saved to the surgeon’ nn.:l
his assistauts,

W. B——, an sdult man, Ampnhhonofarm
for ununited fracture of old standing. Opers.
tion Jan, 13th. Dressings changed Jan. 14th,
16th, 19th, 23rd, and 30th,and removed Feb.‘th. .
It was really hesled by Jan. 30th.

3. B——, an adult man. Syme’s amputation

for injury (primary). Feb. O9th.’
Dreasings changed Feb. 10ib, 12th, 15th, 20th,
27th, and March 6th and 15th.

W. W—eee, an sdult man. Ampnﬁtmnof
the forearm for disease of the wristjoint, which
had been"previously cauterised and antiseptically
incised, but, though painless and discharging anly
a very moall quantity of serum, was rapidly re-
ducing the patient's strength, He was also suf-
fering from incipient phthiris ; and immediately
after the operation bis apputite returned and he
began to gain weight Operstion Feb 1lth
Dressing changed Fob. 12th, 1685, 32nd, and re-
moved Feb, 20th. It mmﬂyhededonl’ob.
22nd.

The other amputation was the anklomJ W‘
——, 8 youth of cighteert years, for sdvanced
Jdiscano of the synovial membrene. I, like the -
oﬂlem,haddmosthededttﬂmcndof&fortmght
withont a trace of suppuration, and se. the only
qswtylcﬁv—-athatoempiedbythedmagowba




