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30 THE CANADA LANCET.

| afitictions of remote ancestry, to have from,;
__ tTuke the followirg information as to the unpls
I turbed mentality of our cavernous progenitors, . f’fﬁes, long p
Insanrry ANC'E?‘TPA““D MoDERN g;“’ Ei,)‘:"?’_:l “To religious perplexities, commercial specuiFand 1f b
i,lﬂ,\m:i::s 1\?..\;).’11;l{f{(l:-,.\ﬁxll}fj;‘;onto): ‘\'{I:]il:-g} tiox'l, :mc? political excuemcrllt, the" man of %:}::fdies were
& Williamson. i Drift period was certamly a stranger.” We hear@ztheir atten

) . . | concur in this belief; yet we are by no means p_-.~§‘§*‘,’mbmy of

To the rcader who is versed in the history of pared to think that the consociates of the ddd Dr. Luk.
modern psychiatry, the mere appearance of the hyana, the wolf, and the gnzzly bear, were aavomen m
patronyme Tuke can hardly fail to stand as an | exposed to perplexities quite as trying on the gr Q{ ough he
ample guarantee of the practical sounduess of any | nerve centres, as have been in our later days I!é??means teel
work. on Insanity, coming from lhl? pen of any one; . ost angriiy disputed problems of theology, %,g’,{vine to the
bearing that vcne'r:ue(l name. That the writer of! most disasirous commercial crises, or the meifIndeed ¢
the above ‘named little treatise is a worthy deSf:elld-| sanguinary political contests. At all events &hsxgnd o ha
ant of the founder of the world-famed * Frlends" must, for our own part, say, that we much [)re}%i‘;‘iain trut
Retreat” at York, England, every intelligent reader, | living in the present age of steamships, rail\\'avt;’t%'){acl,mlent
who has any familiarity with the literature of insan- | ocean te'sgraphs, and nifled cannon, even “;:ngry of th
ity, will cheerfully admit.  For our own part, WE | it unavoidable adjuncts of collisions, sto¥§ “ The n
feel bound to say, that we l\;\'e but rarely fallen knaveries, and territorial robberies. If Dr. Tv&%vaiting-ruu
upon a book which embodies in so few pages (226 ;114 pyt assure us that none of the old Diffadies who
octavo) so Yaluab}c an amount of condensed prac-| o e were ever burned as wicches, we shqm:;i‘lary, and
tical, and highly interesting matter. I have a clearer conception of the comparative p.»;ifgmcunc of
Dr. Tuke’s discussion of that most important, | valence of lunacy in the days of stone hatch.%lj‘esmctable
and certainly not least beclouded question,—#%¢)and chisels, and our appreciation of the m .:i_Sﬁhamc, she
causes of insanily—is handled with discretion, and | status of the peoples would certainly be mL;%blc Lngl
consequently is free from much of that bold as-|enhanced; but for the present, our faith in p’;}%hat the n

Books wnd  Lamphlets.

sumption which too often characterizes prepoeregard is somewhat shaky. E%NPW and
. . . . I

sessed or incautious writers. Fe has very pro-1  Afier disposing of the cave factors of ]umjééélcuda, Al

perly considered this part of the work under two! Dr. Tuke enters upon enquiries of later dnglgiad been

distinct heads, the first of which he dcsignateshhough hardly of more promising elucidaty ;lt not be tl

“The prevalence of the causes of Insanity among ! The annals of the Egyptians and the Jews aff ggrsP We

the nations of antiquity,” and the second, ¢ Insan- [ but very meagre material for the guidance 0,4;%011 of his

I'writer on morbid mentality; but as in modggountrywo
'vtfleir lony :

T4

ity in relation to modern life.”
The first chapter of the former is bestowed upon times, especially in England, the close relal ;
that Zerra incognita of humanity which has been between drunkenness and insanity has become S We wish
honored with the respectable title of * Prehistoric admitted, if not an established fact, and as%%g thef)d'e
Times.” How far this period should be carried | Bible tells us that Noah was a pretty deep indulgf;;}ﬁgte"amm
back in our planet’s revolutions, must, so long as it is no very disallowable inference that, amlég%e excerg
* the missing link” remains unfound, continue to I both the ante and the post diluvians, madness tr_‘?%}g‘l’lcs- 1
be a problem no less perplexing in the inquisition ' have been frequently encountered ; but althe "59,30 Same 4
than profitless in the solution. To wiite or to|Noah built a very large asylum for the preserva E}Qey “"l” h
read the history of the historiless, is an enterprise | of numerous (both clean and unclean) animals, %—g their co
demanding too severe a tension of the imaginative | have not the smallest scrap of information ag I
faculty, to be congenial to the lovers of plain |the provision made by either his ancestors o_r_ég;‘l”empg
matter-of-fact. We cannot therefore but express!posterity for lunatics. If drunkenness was, a%«lé’gDr L
our surprise, that our amiable Quaker-enlightener | must have been, one of the heinous sins wEiEQted al
has devoted even the limited space of his first | necessitated the destruction of all but eight of fgf one vic

fcountry ap

twenty pages, to an exposition of the probable | race, it would still appear that Noah had very$iszg 1
3 _Eassociate

prehistoric causes of insanity. It is however rather | broken his pledge. Ly
comforting, to all who sympathize largely with the| Dr Tuke treats us to a passage from a ver)'.gga' score, of
3




