Foreign Body in the Orbit. 1

day aftor hisroturn, aod had not folt any subscquent incon-
vonionce from his injury. Tho cut soon healed, and the normal
mobility of tho lid gradually roturned.

Remarks.  Injury of tho orbit or tho presonco in itofa
foreign body is always a sourco of istorest, and ofton of great
aunxicty to the surgeon, for grave results sometimes follow ap-
parently trifling injuries of this rogion, whilo maoy seomingly
mortal wounds ultimatoly proving comparatively hermless. As
immediato offects tho oyo may be dostroged for visual purposes
by dircct violenco to the ball or to thy optic nerve, or tho roof of
tho orbit may bo ponetrated or fractured, and tho cranial cavity
dircetly implicated. Sccondary results moro or less serious or
fatal may superveno, as, orln('\l cellulitiy, abscess, neerosis of
tho orbital wally, meningitis, cerobral 1bsce\-x, or tolanic con-
vulsions.

The protracted and localized pain, and the suspicious charac-
ter of the cieatrix, apsrt from the uso of the probe, &e, would in
apy case, ag in the instanco just givon, matorially assist in form-
ing a correct dingnosis.

The immunity of the eyeball from injury is romarkable, and
only to be accounted for on tho supposition that tho stick pursu-
ed an oblique courso, and that-tho larger fragment took its posi
tion rolative to tho globe when breaking, afier its point had be-
come fixed in tho bone. Tho tolorance with which tho orbital
tissues sometimes suffer tho intrusion of foroign budics is hore
protty fairly shewn, for the incision sxtid to havo been made in
tho chemotic conjunctiva two weoks after the accident, scoms to
havo been intended to reliove socondary cedoma, rathov than to
give exittoa pointing abscoss. The splinters wero rather sharply
pointed, and theroforo, iujured but a smah surface of tho peri-
osteum at the poiats of impuction. Thoy were not very deoply®
placed, and do not appear tv have perforated tho orbital walls
though 1" vy were firmly nailed in it. Theso facts seem  to 0x-
plain the wapid subsidoneo uf the subjective symptoms after the
removal oftho source of irritation, Tho caso horo presented may
appear hardly worthy of record, but in a very simular ono of Mr.
Hulke’s, as rogards the size, character, and rolatve situation of
the foreign body, death occurred in cleven days. The almost
constant pain in the part injured, tho floor of the anterior cerobral
lobo and the sovero astendant hemicrania leave little room to

.




