
Foreign Body in the Orbit. il

day after his roturn, and had not filt any suslîequent incon-
venience from his injury. The eut soon healed, and the normal
mobility of the lid gradually returned.

Reairks. Injury of the orbit or the preseonce in it ofa
foreigin body is always a sourco of intorest, and ofton or great
anxicty to th surgeon, for grave results sometimes follow ap-
parontly trifling injuries of this region, whilo many seemingly
mortal wounds ultimaeîly proving comparatively lirmlcss, As
imniediato effects the oye may be destroyed for visual purposes
by direct violence to the hall or to th optie nerve, or the roof of
the orbit may ho peiotrated or fractured, and the cranial cavity
directly inplicated. Secondary resuits moro or less secrious or
fatal may supervenc, as, orbital cellulitis, abscess, necrosis of
the orbital walls, meningitis, cerobral abscess, or totanie con-
vulsions.

The protracted and localized pain, and the suspicious charae-
ter of the cictrix, apart fromt the use of the probe, &c, would in
any case, as in the instanco just givon, materinlly assist in forci-
ng a correct, diagnosis.

The iinmunity of the eyeball froi injury is rinarkable, and
only to br accounted for on thi stipposition that the stick pursu-
cd an oblique course, aid that.the larger fragment took its posi-
tien relative te the globe wiei brealiig, after its point had be-
come fixed in the bouc. The tolerance with wrhich the orbital
tissues soectimes suirer the intrusion of foreign bodies is hîcre
pretty fairly shcwn, for the incision said te have becu made in
th chemotic ecnjunctiva twco weoks after the accident, scoms to
have becn intended to reliore socondary odoma, rather than to
give exit to a pointing abeos. Thesplititers wvore rather sharply
pointed, aud therefore, iojuîred bet a smali surface of the peri-
osteum at the point impaction. They wer not very deeply'
plarced, nnd do not appear tu have perforated cth orbital Walls
thougl i 'y were firiilyî nailed in it. Theso facts see te el-
plain the apid subtideneo cf the cubjective symptoms after the
remus-l ofthe source of irritation. The caseo lre prosented moay
appear hardly wvorthy of record, but in a very similar one of Mr.
Hulke's, as regards the izc, character, and relative situation of
the foreign body, death oecurred in cleven days. Tho almost
constant pain in the part injured, the floor of the anterior cerebrat
lobe and the severo attendant hoicrania leavc httle room to


