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110W TO PREVENT OUTBREAKS 0F INFECTIOUS DISEASE5
AflONGST 5CI-OOL CIIILDREN AND) THE BEST

flETIIODS TO ADOPT TENDINO TO LItUT
AND SUPPRESS TIIESE DISEASES.

BY CHARLES SHEARD, 31.D.,
Mledical Health Officer, Toronto.

BAcTERIOLOGIcAI. investigations into the cause of diplitheria
have eontr-ibuted considerable to elucidate the meth.ods by which
infection mnay be brouglit about, and the nature of thiat infection
per se. This disease, as most of you know, has been demon-
strated by IProfeeors Klebs and Loefller tu be due to a special
micro>-orgaism coxnmonly called the Klebs-toeffler bacius. Lt
is a low foi'm of vegetable life capable of reproducing itself -witbi
great rapidity under favorable conditions, demanding, however,
cèrtain special forma of food for its sustenance and growing
upon a soul or medium very similar in conditions to those favor-
able to low forms of vegetable life; and whilst the contagion ini
other infections «dseases lias flot been so exhaustively studied
there are fairly good reasons for -assuming that in the majority
of instances thley -are governed by the 'same physiological laws.

As an intr,>dweltîpon -to -the suibj eet it would be important to
consider somne of the , r easons. Wvhicoh render children more suscep-
tible to'contagions disegÉes,:suoli as scarlet lever and diphthevia,
than adulte. -The -èonditioIiý of child life and the hiabits of chil-
dren largely accûýxtt, for'- this. ' It is certainly true that outbreaks
of these contagio.là&diseases'a-re inuch more prevalent during
sehool terns tUa* '1dig vsc<mtion and seasonal in-flnence, so
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