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inhaled by suscepnble mdmduah and then cause the c'hsea~c to- be de-i‘
ve]oped The communication of ‘the ‘germ- of the dlaeme is, however,
less.obseuré to us in its process and far more easily gualded against,
than the contagion arising from’ such ialadies as diphtheria, scarlet
fever, or smallpox. What has just been said concerning the absolute
security from infection in a w cll kept sanatorium can not very well be
said of a smallpox. hospital, no matter how well directed the hygienic
precautions. Against the danger from coniracting smallpox we have
thus {ar no other means than preventive vaccination, and in case of
an outbreak of the discase the most rigid isolation. It is entirely
difterent with tuberculosis. The simple contact of a smallpox patient
may suffice to convey the discase.. This is never possible with a con-
sumptive,’ with whomw, even should he be carveless or nnclean, a pro-
‘longed contact is necessary to transmit the discase. Terein lies the
ditTerence between communicable and contagious. ‘ o

Ii seems to me cssential that those of us who labor not only with
{uberculosis patients, but -also with their friends and relaiives, and a
large portion of the community, whose sympathy we desire to enlist in-
our cause, should know the true status of a con~umptw ‘Whether we
work under the name of socicty for the prevention of tubereulosis, or

sanatorium association, or an anti-tubereulosis movement. of any kind,
we musi never, never he considered as an anti-consumptives sociely.
- The eonsumptive must know that every member of an anti-tuberculosis
society is his friend, that we labor for him and not against him, that
we 'try to. Icssen his - burdcnb, and that we are the last to make him-
feel as it he were an outcast from society. To do the work in this
“spirit will be the first and most essential duly in the mission which a
society for the prevention of tuberculosis should fulfill. '

Infused then with this spirit of deepest sympathy for our fellow

creature who may be afflicted with consumption, what can we do for
him to protect him from reinfection? What can ‘we do for him that
he may not transmit the discase? " What can we do for the community
at large to protect it against the invasion of the tubercle bacillus and
the subscquent inroads of the *“ great white plague ? What can we
do to hetler the condition of the comsumptive poor and those of med-
erate means?

The first question, what can such societies as yours do to proteet the
consumptive from reinfecling himself or infecting others, must be
answered by the single word “ education.” The Pennsvlvania Society
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, of which I have had the honor to
be Vice-president for a nmumber of vears, has issued a series of very
interesting and instructive pamphlets with this end in view. Permit
me to give here the titles of a few of them: “How persons suffering



