s STEWART—MEDICAL TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER.

the great endemic discase of the present epoch of our .vilization, at
least seven wore lives than by any other plan.”  (J. C. Wilson, American
"Text-Book of Applied Therapentics.) Since the opening of the Royal
Victoria llospital on the 2nd of January, 1894, this method has been
the routine trecatment of typhoid fever. In the following table the
number of cases admitted each year, with the number of deathe and the
perceniage mortality are recorded. -

TABLE 1. ‘
CASES OF TYPHOID FEVER ADMITTED INTO THE ROX AL, VICTORIA

HOSPITAL DURING THE FIVE YEARS EXDING DEC. 31sr, 185, ’

Number Number Percenta,ge'
Year. ' e of cases. of deaths. Mortality. '
18940t ene cenren cienee eene aees beaneries 84 3 35 .
1805 . el : 84 4 47
1896.... .. 72 0 070
180T eiiee ceeene eee e 5 7 © 93
I808.... 93 4 4.3
TOIS. .o errn eer ee e e e 408 18 ]

The bath ireatment was carried out in every case where the tempera-
ture rosc above 102.2¢ F., except where there was some especial
complication, as haemorrhage, or symptoms pointing to perforation.

The following table shows the cause of death in the cighteen fatal :
cases, with the percentage mortality from each cause :—

. TABLE IL o

CAUSES OF DEATH IN EIGHTEEN CASES.

. S Percentage '

: . 1894 . 1895, 1996 1897. 1898. Mortality..
Perforation... cor Teereaenes’ eeva 3 .. -2 .1 1.47
Intoxication...... .... .l o . wee .1 w0 L 22 12
Haemorrhage...... .... P L o1 o 1 Chy T3
Septico-Pyaemia.. ... ... .. .... . 1 .. e 24
Suppurative Choleeytxtis.... e O 24
Broncho-Pneumonia... .. .. .. ... 1 e . DR 7
Abdominal Distension.. .... .. ... . . . 1 .. 24

In our 408 cases we have nine deaths
- haemorrhage, heing exactly one-half.

If a large series of cases of typhoid fever treated by measures other
than by hailh treatment are taken, it is found that perforation and
haemorrhage taken together cause only about one-fourth of the total
dcaths, while under the bath treatment the mortality from these two
causes amounts to onc-half of the total mortality.

The following {able, prepared by Dr. I'. E. Hare, late resident Medical
Officer of the Brisbane Hospital, shows the modification which has been.

from perforation and



