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culating blood.  The pus is cither the result of a transfor
mation of & portiou of the latter, or it obtains entranee iuio
the circulation through veins accidentally opened.

The conscquence of the admixture alinost always, though
not necessarily, Is stasis in the capillaries and the conver
sion of the blood of these iuto pus, with the formation of
abscesses ; and in this manner the Jatier may originate in
greater or lesser namber in the liver, spleen, kidueys, luugs,
hrain, and more rarely in other vrgans, as beneath the ski,
in the mucles, and in the joints.”  This transformation of
the blood into pus, is most frequently induced by the
spontaneous conversion of coagulated blood inte that
walterial.

"The defiuition above given ol pywinia js not the usual
one, but I hope the following explanation will justify its
adoption.

On cxamining cases which have died alter extensive
surgical operations, and more especially where suppurating
wounnds have existed, frequently abscesses are found in the
lungs, liver, sometimes in the kidueys, spleen, other or
imernal or some cxtemal organ. This fact, long kuown,
since the last century, has been the subjeet of numerous
theorctical and experimental rescarches to determine its
character. Thesc invesligations, which have always bonie
the impress of the times, and the id2as of the prevailing
school, evidently are not only of scientific interest, hut ac
of practical importance, as uporn the exactness of our know-
fedge of the production of such abscesses, we can alone
depend for precautionary measures to diminish the greal
mortality which still follows amputations.

The first idea which oburuded itself as an explanation
was that the pus of a suppurating wound became absorbed,
and was deposited in the organs above indicated, const-
tating the so-called metastatic abscesses.  This view was
supported by the usual diminution of suppuration in the
wound, the absence of evident inlkummatory symptoms i
the organs which had beeome the seat of the metastatit
abscesses in o short a period, and the presence of pus i
the veins and lympatcs, frequenily themsclves wmt
flamed.

But to this explanation, latterly, the objcction has bect
advanced, that as pns consists of a liquid with solid co
puscles, which cannot be resorbed through capillary walis

# ¢ Perhap e time is 10l far off when we <hall voturn to the siew of Do H.\l%"};
ernsidered that, under certain vircumstances, pus could ferm 1 the e, a2 doss W ¥
the physiolegical condition.”—.indral.



