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invalid, and that, consequently, King Edward VII. is not the King ofEngland!
Mr. Verrail is to be congratulated on the completion of the secondvolume of the magnificent series planned by him. Such work is flot ofmerely local or even national value, but affects entomology throughout

the world. It sets a higher standard for us al].
J.M. ALDRICH, MNOSCOW. Ida.

SECRETION 0F HYDROCYA ZIC ACII) BY LEPTODESMUS
HAYDENIANUS, WOOD).

A num ber of instances of secret ions of free hydrocyanic acid in theMyriapoda of the family Polydesuîida have been recorded, and it is qtiiteprobable that this power is possessed by aIl the members of the family.In r88 2 Egeling* discovered that Parad.smus graci/is, Koch, t secretedbesides benzaldehyde free hydrocyanic acid. WVeber (Archiv. f. Mikr. Anat.,V. 2s , 1882) showed that this secretion was diffused only front certainsegments, asid that the repugnatory glands, which produce the secretion,open near the middle dorsal lie. Haase <Sitzungs. b. dl. Gesell. naturf.Freunde zum Berlin, Jahrgang, p. 97, 1889) again refera to this curionssecretion. In i890 W. M. Wheeler reported (Psyche, V. 5, P. 442) thissecretion in Poiydesmu.e (.Faitaria) virginitnsis, Drury, an abundantspecies in the middle western States. Early last February, in tihe (bohilîsnear Palo Alto, 1 collected froin beneath atones and logs a number ofspecimena of Leladesmus (Poydesnsus) Haydenass, Wood, a commonand variable Myriapod in this vicinity, and ranging northward to Oregon.I hey were collected alive, and when the houtIe in which they were containedwas opened, the strong and pungent odour of pruasic acid waa almostoverpowering. A chemist friend of mine applied the test, and the resultshowed free hydrocyanic acid. TIhis test, as given by NVhetîer, is quisesimple :"A few of the Potydesmi wrre ground up in a morsar with aamaîl quantity of water. A few dropa of potassium hydrate and ferroau,suiphate were then added to the solution obtained by fllsering the mass.On the application of gentle heat, and the further addition of a littîeferric chîoride to dissolve the precipitated ferroua and ferric hydrates, th!faint but distinct Singe of Prussiait blue attested ihe presence of fre-hydrocyanic acid."-K. R. COOLIDCE, Palo Alto, Caîf
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