
Mr. ClaypoIe said it had a bleaching effect.I

'Y1tu CANAIAN ENi'Ol1tOLOG1ST.

Mr. Fletchier spoke of his experience %ith the acetie acid mixtuire,
'recommended by Mr. Siniih at Chanipaigii Iast year. H{e fouind the ixi-
ture of equai parts, alcohiol and acetie acid, not the best proportion, and
hiad added 25 pier cent. distilled ivater wvithi good resuits. Hc exhibited
a number of specimiens in this liiuid, perfect in colouir and shape. For
Wvhite larvae hie finds it especiaily good, preserving forrn and colouir pet--
fectly. In response to a question by Mkr. Dorai), lie saicI the mnixtutre -%vas
cheaper than alcohiol alone.

iMr. 'Marlatt asked whether the mnixtuire wvas not corrosive to the skin
whiere it %'as freely uised.

Mr. Smith replied that îvhere the niixtuire contained less titan 50 per
icent. of acid it ivas harmIess. Whiere the skini ias broken it catused an
itching or buiring ; but clear water readily cured that.

Ini answver to a quiestion by _Mr. lai, e stated that the evaporation
-vas flot so great as with alcohiol alone ; but that tiiere wvas a tendency to
attack cork stopples. It does not touich rubber. l'le advantage ini the
acid ivas its effect iii preserving form, preventing the shrivelling effect of
the alcohiol. Thie insects were jusi. as good for study and the internai
organs preserved as wvell as in alcohio). in reply to a question b>' Miss
CIlaypole, lie said that for spiders it was excellent.

Mr. Fletcher asked whether anyone hiad used Carbolic Acid as a pre-
servative. He had been asked to collect buitterfly eggs and to preserve
"them ini strong carbolic acid.

Mr. Matin lias tised a ,verY wveak §olution, satisfactorily, and lias founci
that there is very littie or no evaporaition of thie liquid.

Mr. Howard asked whetlîer thie acid hiad any staining effect, and Mr.
Osborn whiether it did not shirivel niaterial.

Mr. Smith had neyer noticed any stailliting effect. He uses thie acid to
clear specimens previous to mouinting ini balsani, and soine niaterial gets
nîo otiier treatnîent save a soaking ini the acid. He finds thiat it renders
tissue transparent, and tlîat a katydid piaced ini the strong acîd became
-tniforrnly glassy so that it couild be alinost seeti througlî. It srained no
part of the internai struictures. Renioved fromî the acid and placed in
--alcohiol the insect graditally becanie opaque as before. It does not seem
-to shrivel anîd does not destroy very rapidiy as far as his experience goes.


