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various prophets. This was the history lesson. As their geography and
literature are also chiefly found in God’s Word, one may gather what a
sound religious education these little lads obtain so long as they have a
holy familiarity not only with the letter that killeth, but also with the
spirit which giveth life,

In another class a pupil teacher was instructing some younger boys in
the various prophecies, which were fulfilled in person, of our Saviour, and,
all things considered, the youngsters bid fair to have a more robust faith
than most Gentiles. The headmaster of the school created a little diver-
sion in their work by making the boys sing to me, and the performance
was most creditable.

Being interested in entomology, I was permitted to have half a dozen
or so of these lads for two afternoons to render me assistance in hunting
for butterflies, scorpions, and vipers. Thus I was brought into the closest
contact with them, and very willing and clever helpers I found them.
They were, indeed, model boys, full of fun, yet in every respect refined,
speaking English perfectly, with thé exception of a few Jerusalem idioms.

It was warm work running through the fields of standing barley afier
the rich varieties of butterflies ; so that when our specimen boxes were
filled we were glad to sit down under an olive tree in a field a little oft the
rough, rocky road leading from Jerusalem to Mizpeh, and enjoy a feast on
an Arabic sweetmeat called dukloui, and some miskmish, or apricots, with
clear, cool water to refresh us. The lads without exception had Seripture
names ; and if I remember rightly, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Eli
were among the number. Before we parted I gave them some leaflet
extracts from Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons, which they received eagerly, for
they were quite familiar with the name of the great preacher.

The school authorities speak with joy of the Christian virtues the
scholars exhibit, and their generosity may be illustrated by the fact that,
when one Sunday morning it was announced in church that the emigrant
Jews in Jaffa were suffering from terrible poverty on account of their being
unable to obtain work, the boys spontaneously proposed and unanimously
agreed to go without fruit (a very important item in the menu of a hot
country like Palestine) for a week, in order to raise a little money for their
less fortunate brethren. The anxiety of the children to be baptized is
most marked, and though their desire may be perfectly sincere, yet fre-
quently they are not allowed by their parents to make this open profession,
for if permission were granted by the father it would often mean the loss
of his occupation, so great is the bigotry of the rabbis.

Some, perhaps many, of the boys in this school, when they are old
enough, will go either to the medical and religious training collegesat
Beirfit, or come to England to get additional education, or enter the House
of Industry in Jerusalem, where they can learn various trades.

Bishop Gobat’s school, now in the hands of the Church Missionary
Society, where Arab boys are trained, situated well outside the Jerusslen




