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shown. The internccine strife of the tribes of Africa, the devastations
of the slave-hunt and other causes may have lessened the aggregate in
the last hundred years, and that would affect the total sum. India
comes more nearly within the range of statistical compurisons, specially
within a few decades, but it lacks anything like exact figures for a
century ago. Even within the latest decade covered by the Britich
census, territory has been brought for the first time into the census
tables, and the prejudice against the census-taking was so great oven
twenty years ago, as to limit accuracy. It is impossible to prove what
part of the increase in the tables is due to greater accuracy in the
returns. But as the people under the British #aj are saved from
much internecine strife, and measurably from infanticide, and sub-
jected to hygienic and other regulations calculated to afford peace and
to increase longevity,—notwithstanding two, and even four millions
have been swept off within sixty days by famine in a single province,—
it is probable there has been an actual increase in the population,
though it is variously estimated in the aggregate, all the way from
three to ten per cent.

We have thus hastily sketched the probabilities as they will appear
to the ordinary reader of establishing either increase or decrease by
birth-rate among perhaps four-fifths of the total non-Christian popula-
tion of the globe.

0f course we write all this merely as indicating the problem which
Mr. Johnston promises to deal with and the difficuities surrounding its
solution, and as justification of suspense of judgment in the premises
till the promised evidence is furnished. But we must think it scarcely
fair for Mr. Johnston to malze bold assertions in the text, while in the
preface to the sccond edition he starts off at a tangent to say, ¢ Even
if the increase of the heathen were not so great as asserted, it would
only prove that the death-rate from war, infanticide, pestilence and
famine was greater than my estimate for these sad calamities, and
would only furnish fresh arguments for sending the gospel,” ete.,
which is very much like saying, If I cannot prove what I promise, I
can prove something else. It is not with something else that he asks
us to deal, but with this; and whatever allowance must be made ve-
cause of the brevity of the treatise, it is long enough for us to under-
stand the unvarnished statement which is offered to our faith, and
which we are asked to take merely as the announcement of a fact.
But as many will decline so to do, the influence of the alleged fact
will be paralyzed till the evidence is furnished.

The author would have broadened his discussion if not made it
more fair, if instead of comparing the increase by birth-rate with in-
crease by conversion, he had compared birth-rate with birth-rate
among Christian and non-Christian peoples, in order to show what the
probabilitics are, of the total Christian population of the world geining
on that which is not Christian. But he gives promise of dealing with



