
MISSIONARY 'toNEY-Q,1ALITY AND QUANTITY.

On frirtiier inquiry it appeared that the saine ciiuriîi gave less than thr-ce
hutndred dollars that, ycar for foreign missions. U-pon a recent Easter Suin-
dav it wvas estoinatedl that the ehuirches of New York cxpended one hundred
tlîonsand, dollars on floral dccorations for their sanctuaries. And ail this in
the face of a perishinig world, wvith its thousand millions wîo, have flot yet
lieard the gylad tidingrs that Christ is risen froin the dend ; and in Sound of
the cry wiinlh cornes up, froin the faintting laborers on cvery rnissionarv field
for immediate rein forcenîceuts, and flhc reinforcenients flot sent for lack of
inoney te support thei. Worship, is this ? We have an altar and a sanctu-
ar y. "Know ye not that ye arc the temple of God, and that thic Spirit of
God dwellcth in you V" writes the Apostle te, the Chiîrch of Christ. Btt
wvhat, are the sacrifices preseribed for this temple ? *"I beseecli yotî there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that yc prescrnt your bodie3 a livinq
sacrifice, holy, acceptable ulîto God, which is your rearonable service."1
Does this seem te, enjoin the s«'eet odors of rose, heliotrope, and lily, floral
displays of wrcaths and crosses, and garlands proeurcd at extravagant cost
te minister to our camnai senses ? As for thic eclesiastical music, hear the
Seripture agrain :"'By Iii, therefore, let us offer M/e sacrifice of praise tu
God, coiinially-tliat is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks t, lis naine.',
Can the sacrifice of praise bc interpreted te mean costly musienil delicacies,
dainties of song and sound in whicli art lias the first place and the tluougflit of
whst, is plea.sing to, God the lasti? We trow not. On tie contrary, ifit be truc
-as %vise commentaters suppose te be in-ýpiiedl in 1 Cor. Il :lO-that the

angrels are invisible spectators te the worship of the Chureh, wcv are constraiued
te, wonder Iîow they m-.st be impressed by our -zanetuary self-indulgences.

we nt csil imgine them shutting their cars tLo these voluptuous setzains
of scredsou, and hol ding their n oses at these siekening odors. of Eastcr

flowers, and cagerly searching tlîrough the whole elaborate scene for the
covcted opportunity of rejoicing " over one sinner that repenteth more thaiî
over ninety-and-nine just persons tliat nced no repentance?!" Ifas sone are
t.clling us, tiiere is a lamentable decline in the giving of eur Ainerican church-
eS, considcriuig the vast and rapid increase in nun.bers, aaîd in wealth, the
secret of the falling off is not diffleuit to discover. Ecclr.siastical luxury is
rapidly throttiinr nhissienary scîf-denial. It lias corne te, be s0 gcnerally se-
ccpted, for example, tlîat paid singing of the highcst quality within reach is
absolutely indispensable te the success of a churcTh, tlîat many congregations
have te lift, to tbeir utniost te incet this tax, sud bave comparatively liti
left for sending tile Gospel te the hleathen ; and we prediet that, just 'ni
proportion as tîuis costly style of worship inereases, our inissionary resourcer.
wvill d1ry wp. In thse beginwing it was 'net s(%. The lRcformed Sects, as
they are callcd-Pres-byterir.n, Congrcegationalist, Mothodist, and Baptiqt--
ail startcd. eut on thue lineocf plainness and godly simplicity of Clhristian life
and worship. But as wcalth bas increas2d, tbey bave, one after ancîther,
yielded, tQ thec temptation cf ccclesisistical extravagance, suinptuoiis
churches, sumptueus furniture, suniptuous inîssie, till tlîeir original Puritan-


