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EXTRACT
From an Address at the Annual Mecting of the St. Andruio’s Tatal
Abstinence Society, 21s¢ Marck, 1839.

We give an abridgement of the excellent Address, becauss we
think it ought to b delivered to all the Socleties to which we have
access, We omit some parts of it. in which the speaker has noticed
this periodical in very flattering terms.

That the Advocate is au interesting and useful paper, must be
evident to all that peruse its pages.  The fact of its having reached
the fifth volume, putwithstending the fears of some, and the wishes
of others, that it would fall, is decisive evidence of ity character.
Tolt, I consider, we are indebted, under Providence, for the present
favourable prospects ~f temperance in this country.

The grand inveation of printing, discovered in the fifteenth cen-
tury, has supplied a most powerful agent in the dissemination of
knowledge, and when employed in the cause of truth,. and eunlisted
on the side of philanthropy, it becomes a blessing not easjly esti-
mated, How could the benevolent oljects of the fouunders and
supporters of the British and Foreign Bible Soclety—of the Beligious
Tract Soclety—or of the vapions Missionsry and other benevolent
Societies, be -accomplished without the aid of the press. With
what prospect of success could the advocates of emancipatien In the
‘West Indies, have engaged in their arduous lubeurs without the
amlstanes-of printing.  Among these worthies, whose names will

~qeitind to pouterity, adorndd ¥ith: the gloty of their own great:

actions, were some whife eloquehce awakened the sympathy of
thousends; and tens of thousands more' felt the furce of the same
eloquence, by its being conveyed by the fiens of ready writers, to
the press; and. passing from ong press to gnother, it entered every

house, and appeared before every individunl of the reading popu- |

lation. Thus it was that the general fecling of the nation became
<nlisted on behalf of justice, mercy, and liberty.

By the help of the same art, the friends of Temperance have been
able to spread the knowledge of a stmple, but infuliible remedy for
an evil, terrible as it was universale~intemperance, [ neced refir to
0o ather proof of this, than a fact which occurred once tn our oyyn
neighbonrhood. A wsingle tract, published in the United Stites,
sowed the seeds of temperance here.  Gf the benefit, confort, and
aatisfoction that have fullowed, many present can testify.  Of the
smount of misery and wretchedness that have been prevented, none
can pretend to judge, Hay the seed that was thus sown increase,
and bear seed, until it spread on Iigh »ides of our river, and all the
iuhabitants en its banks become decided friends of our cause. With
this wish I aw certain very many Join; but wishing will not effect
our puint, We must art; and pext to censistency in our awn
practice, perhaps ins no better way can we forward the work, than
by suppurting and cicculuting the Canada Temperance Advocate.

This leads-ma to notice the second idea expressed in the motion,

ly, the obligation of the filends of temmperance te do so.
 Freely ye have received, frecly :give,” is an injanction from the
highest authority.  Are wenot indebted to the liberality and labour
of othery for the light and information we enjoy on the subject ?
Then let us refund this debt, by‘ﬁ:iphrtﬁrg to ethers the means of
similar biesings. The Addrocate 14 the anly paper, devoted to tem-
peoance, in the Canadas,  Without its friendly visits te our howmes,
there is reason to fear we would be still more indifferent than we
are. It is not improbable that, but for the sticring matter contained
.. in its puges recontly, the preseiit meeting would not have been
helil; and no doubt many huve been areused basides ourselves.

The Committee in Montreal desive only to dw good; and, in !

D maaking to du this, thes tax the packels of theie flon-w ochors ue

- ————

Netle napossible.  Notice, for instance, the reductlons that have
been masdde in the price of the ddrocate : fram six shilllngs and
upwards per single copy, it has been gradunlly brought down to ong
shilling and eightpence ; and facther reductions are made when
taken in quautities,  Over 10, and up to 100 only one shilling and
sixpence—which comes to but three hulfpennies per month | and
few indecil will honestly consider themselves so puer as te be unnbis
to reach thls. Iow cheaply can the adherents of temperance sup-
port thelt system, compared with those who coutinue fo take a drop !
T wo half pints of ardent spirits will drain the purse, as much as a
year's subscription to the temperance puper; but did the evil rest
here, the darkest shades of the picture would vanish.  What & vast
difference in the result! In the one instance you oltain a rational
enjoyment for months; in the other, an animal gratitication for a
day. Inthe one case you are turning your back on destruction;
in the other, going directly Into it.

This Is no imaginary statement—to multiply proofs would' bo
endless: suffice it to remind you of one fact that eccurred but a
few months ago, and but a short distance from this place. Soma
present will readily call to mind their feelings, when on o drenry
afternoon, last fall, they heard the cries of distress from an indi-
vidual stretched on the bottom of an upset canoe, in the middle of
the river, benumbed and insensible ;—they will further recollect
the incrensed agitation of their feclings, when they learned that
there had bean two persons io the canoe; but one had sunk, a
drunkard, sud drunk ! Lubappy fate§ fearful conclusipn of life!
and yet of how frequent bosurrence.  Very many will aflgy tiys
the above quoted case was one of self-murder, as the fuehrinted
condition of the unfortunate men swos the cause of the upsetting of
the canoe; and perhaps the respectable tatern keeper whe sold
the man the means of his destraction, will 4ay so tva. * Qut of
theie own mouths will they be judsed.” TFearful is the fespons-
bility of such men ; aad not much less {3 the responsibility of bim,
who uses Intoxicating liquors & moderation, as it is termed,  Al-
thouzh his erhne is not equal in degree with that of the'vander, is
is of the same nature. He lends his countenance to the wprst of
evils; and counteracts, as far as bis influence goes, the measuresin
pragress for its removal.

There Is every thing against using Intoxleating drinks, nnd every
thing in favour of abstaining from then. Few present, that huave
reached manhood, can clear themselves from the charge of guilt,
in having less or more encournged intemperauce; an additionad
and powerful reason wh:. all should now zealously ndvance the
cause of reform ; and let such as have not yet tried the new way
be persuaded to make the experiment. The old read has been
travelled long enough, and the more it is used, the more muddy it
becomes; be persuaded to set foot on the temprrance turopike.
‘There are no sloughs ‘tn it, but firm footing ; enly turz ot aside
to the right hand or the Ieft.  And if you wish o §e entirely safe,
keep no company either with Mr. Beer or Mz, Cider.)” ¥ cannot
pretend to say but the latter gentleman may be innocentin himself,
Lut the evil is, he sometimes introduces wrangers to the company,
of the ardent apirit family; and 2} the world kngws, or ~hould
kuow, that they ought to have beeu hung a c»md_r‘;v ago, They
have been tried and condemned a thousand Guies of lute years; but,
by paying nunually to Gevernment o tempting bribe, judguent iz
prverted, and their unworthy lives prolunged, to be a scourge to

the land, and a most deadly destroyer of the lives of men.  There.
fore, svoid their campauy, and the company of all that awechuta
with them:  Acquaint yourselves swith Me. Coldwater ; beis aman
| of pefined mind—aof regular habits-—frequents the het compan, -
fis a< old as crestion, and yet ae cigorou- as when e made.  ifi
i soviety was courivd by the ancients, gnd his seravdes achuowled 3ol



