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ont in its nature and in God's design, it
is viewed in diifferent, liglits, n hence
bas arisen a corrcsponding variety of
tneaiigs.

The word church sometimes meansthc
invisible, sometimes the churcli visible,
and eacli o? these expressions bas diffier-
cnttmeanings. When the invisible chu rchi
is spoken of in its most compreliensive
sense, it means "cthc wholc number of
the xeduemed, or whole number of real
believers or Christians,whether in heav-
en or carth, that have been, are, or shall
be." The whole number wvhom the nil-
seeing God, wvho atone sees the throng,
knows are to be savcd. Sometimes it
means Il die number of truc believers
ini heaven"-sometimes "1the nuniber of
true believers on carth." Agan we
the 'visible church is spolien o?, - the
whole number o? professing Christians
in the world," is somectimes meant,
and somnetimes Il nny particular bo-
dy of' professing Christians who hold
the ramie doctrines, as the churcli of
Scotland or the churcli o? llolland'-
and sometimes is meant, b>' the terni
church, whichi is the sense with which,
the question no-%v before us is more loi-
mediatel>' concerncd, "eany body of
prof'cssing Christians who worship to-
getiier in the saine place." It is no
doubt truc that whe:i a churchi is spoken
of, this loose and general nicaning is
sometimes attachcd to it-Il« ail wvho are
in an>' way connected, wiuhotlier Morm-
bers or general hparers, in a particular
Congrregation."' But it la further truc,
and sad es truc, that iii the bcst regu-
lated church that ever existed, God's
ail-scing eyc niay discover even a-
niong those wvho arc niembers and have
nmade a solemn profession of their faith
in Christ, some who are neot truc Chrîs-
tins. IlThcy are not ail Israel who,
arc of' Israel."

It niit bc shewn that in evcxy seT-ne

in which thc word church is employed,
the !dea, o? its beîng a societ>' compos-
cd of members of a distinctive char-
acter, is involved. But supposing, the
word were farther transferred froni
its right and original meaning than it
is, it wvould on!>' atcr ail be sharing the
comnion fate o? man>' other words-
and as to the thing rcafly meant, we
have God's book to tell us that his
design, in a churcb, is to call a soci-
et>' out of the worid to Hiniself.

It is common to hear it saidthat the
persons wtho have not formally joined
the chu rch are oftcn better Christian@
than the>' who bave. This is surely a
very loose way of speaking: and unies.
it.be meant b>' it that there should be
no such thing as inembers in a church,
that is, persons wiltin as distinguisheà
frorn those without, it bas no bcaring
upon the present question.

It is a niclanchol>' fact that professora
of the ?aith, or niembers o? the churcb,
but too often dishonour their profession.
But is the niaintaining the distinction
betveen the wvorld and the church the
cause of this evil? or would thc destro>'-
ing or confounding. ai! distinctions be-
tNween one class o? persons and another
connected with a church cure it? The
ivhlole histor>' o? the church gives a
testimny> quite the reverse.-that the
purity of a church is 'ikely to be in
proportion to the pains talken in the
admission of memnbers-the inipurit>' to
the negligence.

But it is miot supposed tlat those Who
are for giving- equal rights in the elec-
tien of tbe minister, to ail in an>' way
conoected With a particular church or
congregation, nican to dispute the pro-
priet>' of nienbership, or to do away
ivith al] distinctions between one clasu
and another. Al, it is supposed, the>'
mean to niaintain is that the act of vot-
ing in the election o? ininister, is xiot 80


