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À. Committee was appointed, which presented the following report :-" The Com-
initteo appointed by tlîeGenernl Asseînbly te, confer with MIr. Brownle-w North
report, that tbey have, as instructed, met witb biim, and lieard from hitn a cleai' and
detailed itccount of his view8 on, the. great essential truthe of salvation, as well. as a
irnrrative of the way ia -wbich he wvas led te engage at first in evaugelistie -Nvork,
and of the stops ef bis subsequent progroos thçrein. The Committee have great
pleasure in reporting to the General Assembly their eritire satisfaction with Mr'.
North's staternonts on both hieads, and their persui>n that ho lins heen, in a
remrnakable way, conducted into bis presont course by the band of God, as well as
that lie bas boas inuch eountenauced in bis work They thereore earnestly recoin-
niend te the Genoral Asremhly to welcorne Mr. North as a friend of the Saviour,
*wber He has ernantly qualified for addressing his fellow-sinners on the things
-which belong te thoeir everlastirig peace, and through whom, by the grace ef the
Holy Spirit, mnueh spiritual benefit nma y h expected te corne on the floeks wbose
ministers inay invite hirn tu preacli to 1h cm the word of the great salvation."1

After eoine remarks by. -meinbers, the Moderator said :-" Mr'. North, I ba;ve
great pleasure and boiu',tfelt satisfaction in anneuncing te, you that I have been
called, by the unanimous deoision of tis Houso, te, welcome vou asa servant of
Jesus Christ who bas received unusual gi fts for preaching the iad tidings of great
jey, and -whose work in this departmnt the Lord bas greatly honoured. The
General Assembly bas corne te this decision, 1 beliove, on fuit knowledge, and on
great consideration. I concur heartiiy in the grounds on whicb this judgînent bas
been adopted. It is proper, in the way of explanation, for me te say that I have
adopted the resolution of declining te, take any active part in p-otn*oting,, cases of
deviation frein our ordinary rule in regard te, the licensingP Of Prohationers. 1
think that a prudent; step in my circurnstances, and 1 have iesoivoil te nct upon it
as a genoral prudeutial res3ol'.tion. But altheugh I thought it prudent iii my cir-
cumstances te adopt sucli a resolution, it did net aise in the ieast frein any jeatousy
as te tho perfect warrantableness and oxpediency of occasional deviations frein
our ordinary ai-rangements. 1 have had a streng and growng convictlion that the
Church ought te make provision for occasionally deviating freinlher erdinary ar-
rangements. 1 nover could see the warrantabieaess ef nny Churcli of Christ, how.
ever doeply impressed with its irnp'ortai ce in erdinary circumstances, vonturing te
lay down as a resolution tbat she wvould net see. and 'would net recognise gifts for
preaching or for the ministry, oxcopt in mon -%vho hal gene through the whoie of
the erdinary curriculum. No Clhureh lias a right te lay down that rule. This
Church bas not laid down that ruit', an 'd I ti ust nover will. The Church muust lay
berseif open te consider exceptional cases, mark God's baud, and make a fair use

and pplcaton t wat o hs bon oiu. Everybody adinit this in tiîeory, ind
1 have sornetirnos thuuglit there was tee mnuch ef unwiliingness te0 apply it; and I
miust say 1 have been ef late very desirous te see two or three very geod cases of
exception of that kind-uot enly becauso 1 woutd like te, see the Churcli practically
rocognisingy the principios te whicli 1 bave roferred, but fur tlîis additional. reapon,
that 1 have a 8trong impression that iii the actual position of the Chtireb we shall
find cousiderabte difllcutty ia keepiug up a high standard in regard te the mass of
our studenta,,unless we have an open way for oecaional exceptions. I believe if
we lea, e such an oening, it will be of far more importance in enaibiing us to
maintain a high standard and full compliauce with our strict regul'ations in regard
te iiieteen-twentietbs of oui' studotL, than by atteîapting tu carry eut the ane
rule te the wvhoie twenty-twentieths, and thereby rubning the risk of lowering the
standard of the wbole body, and losing.besides, the benefit of the exceptions. 1
bave gr.oat p!ezsure in saying that, although I have net. h eard Mr. Nor-th pre.ach.
iog, y.et I arn thuroughly satisfied, on the testimiony of most' cempotentjudges,
that the Lord bas given hlm great gift for this werk. And 1 cannet but regard the
-very strong feelings9 called forth by Mr'. North's preaching in the hearti of mny

-Of qur be8t men-ot the- mon rnost desirous te prumote the work ef the holy minis-
.try among us-I cannot but regard, further, tat very cordial and airneat unani-


