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EXTRÂCT 0F A& LETTER FR031 REV. DR. STEEL,

or SYDNE, 28rui FESIRUARY, 1878.

~' HERE has been a fearlful hurricane in
the islandin. 11ev. J. W. McKenzie
irrites me that it has caused great de-

struction ofproperty. The Mission preiiiises
in some places bave been greatly dam"ged.
There is a native famine, as thue sea:son had
been very dry, and yanis were poor. The
destruction of bananas and other fruits lias
followed, by the hurricane. Mr. Robertson,
Who je withuts in Sydney, is in fear about
hie prenulses. Re and MIrs. Robertson and
children are profiting by their change to
this colony for a ime.

We have not heard froni the other Mis-
sionaries, and fear that they may have eut-
fered froni the hurricane. One of Her
Majesty's gun-schooners sailed yesterday
for the Newr febrides. 1 duly received the
iminutea of the General Aesembly, as ireil
as the RECORDS. 1 r.sj ilce to eee the progres
of the work of the Lord aniong you.

ROBER STEEL.

MZ HE following brief but coniprehensive
'eàetatenient iras printed for circulation

in Trinidad.-
To TUE PATRNoeS &N.D FRuxnNn.s oF TuE Mis

SION TO INDIfl IM311GRKI;Ts, TRiNiDAD).

AT the beginning,, of the Second decade of
our Mission, ire beg re8pecttully to sulimit
the following Report.

Ten years ago the firet MissioDary began
to acquire the language, and opened a
School in Jere Village. Sevea years ago
the Fecond Misesionary begun his irori 1r.
San Fernando, and four years ago a third
settled in Couva.

At the outset, stern persistent opposition
iras offered to our workl, both anuong the
young and eld. Noir prejudices have soft-
ened, and opposition greatly broken down,
even arnong those ivho have noS. a-ccepx.ed
the truth.

For 3j years not a Convert mas baptized,
and during the next few years coniparatively
feir; but the nuniber h as bc-en increaeing
from, year to, year, and during the year juet
closed 70 adulte and 25 cb*ldren have been
baptized. These have been gathered out of
every caste. Here it may be right to re-
una'k that many more, both adulte and
chuldren, miht have beeni bapt-zed but for

the care which wve feel it necessary to exer-
Cise ini the niatter of Christian instruction
and in taking heed that those Beekin- bap-
tisai have no hiopes for worldly gain tor
theinselves or their cbildren.

Five of Our Converts now devote ail their
tinte as Catechista to preaching to the
adults, and a nuniber are engaged ia Our
Schoois, Etcessfully teaching the young.
Most of thetn eitler rend or are learning to,
read the Bible in their own laxiguage.
They attend Chiurcli regularly, abstain from
stroDg drink, opium, and Indian hemp, and
endeavour, by their industry, to Support
theniselves and familles. Durin gthe year
their Church oirerings aioutedé to $600
which, with a bequest of $150, make their
total contributions $750. Twenty-four
couples bave been rnarried during tLeyear.

I 8not preteDded that ail theste couverts
from itathenieni have proved sincere, nor
can this lie as-rerted of Christians in any
land. But there bas been no epEcial, dis-
cruragenient whatever on this account.

lIn 1877 ire iniported $200 xvorth of Bibles
anci other books froni Iudia, a large part of
vhîch has already been sold.

SCUO0OL9.
Fifteen Schoole have heen in operation:

naniely, San Fernando, Marabeila, Concord
(north), Picton and Wellington, Canaan,
La Fortuné, Jordan Hill, 3fount Stewart,
The Mission, Fairûeld; Bepayaxiza, Sevilla,
Exchange, Perseverance, and Sprz-ng, xvith
694 on th e Roll and an average daily atten-
dance of 441. Englishiistaughtin ailthese
Schoole, except one--as English muet lie
the future language of those who remain in
Triraidad; but iuiean are takea to tescli
them to read al*bo in their niother toDgue,
rio that a fair proportion of theni ean read
Hinduetani freely.

We have to acknowledge, wîth thankful.
ness, the interest taken in our work by the
proprietors of Estates, and by the plantera
and public generally.

The following are Annual contributions
t'O the work. of tii Mission-

Hou. A. P. Marrynt ...... £35 06f
John Cumrning. Esq............. 1550o
Wn, Burnley. Esq........15000
G. Turnbull, E-q.........15000
John Spicrs. Esq ................ 50168
John Jtamieint Ecr.......75 O O
Louis Prcnau,1i-ý Iq........2000

zinnia.E~i ~ S 2500

0f this £300 if, coDtributed for the sup-
port of a Missionary in Couva, and the ba-
lance for Suhoole.

Though not on the list of Annual contri-
butors, ire have to ruake special mention of


