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WRITING ON A BED OF SICKNESS.

My fesh and my heart fajleth , but God is the strength
of my hcart, and my portion forever.”

o

T

ey of lifc. its cares, its palos,
gy faining spirit craves reposc;
I faln would lay mv burden doxn,
Gladly in -leath mine oyclids close.
Lifc to my thoughts has lost fts charm,
So wearily [tread lts wayr;
Clouds scttle dowe npon my soal,
And scarce 1 see of bope ouc ray.
Thus secmcells life while here Irest
AUy aching cye, vor gaze abore,
A heart and flesh doth faint and fall,
Sadaess and dauht my spirit move.
Earth{s a drears spot, and dask,
Whenlizghitd not by heaven’s oo IRy
Afftictions press with ncary welght.
Turnlog to mildnight every day.
Tat thou, O Lond, my porien an,
Thouart the s:rength of feeble souls,
In thee my weary splris rests,
Aund on thy love it burden rolls.
Thoz knowest tho frame which thon hsst mmada,
‘orgenting pot it fs but dust:
‘sen still my Pather's tove I'll praise,
st own this fearfol-trisd just.
hy hand doth chasten mo for good,
‘rom eanbly dross to parife;
fat yet through all, O ey I seo
icaming & Father's pitving cye.
“hen tho' thishody wastie away,
My walting soul beaeath thy shads
3hall hide sccurc. and gather sizength,
Waile in thy presence grief shiall fade.
Catierixs LiSpRsaY.

Ktlfgwus sMistcllanp.
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A CALL TO PRAYER.

By vax Rev. J. C. Rvig, B. A. Curist Cnurcy,
Oxrorp, Recror oF Hewaxeiay, SvrroLx.
(Concluded.)

T commend {o youin the next place, the import-
ance of thankjulness in prayer. I know well that
asking God is ons thing, and praising God isanother.
Bat I sce 20 close a connection between prayer and

in tho Bible, that I dare not call that true
prayer, in which thankfalocss basno part. It is aot
for nothing that Paul says, * By proyer and supplica-
tion, with thankegiving, let your reguests be made
koown unto God.” (Philis. 6.) * Continue in
prayer, and watch in the sume with thagkegiving,”
(Coless. iv. 5.) It is¢f mesey that weare not in
hell. Tt isof merey thet wohave the hops of heaven.
It isof wmovey that we live fnxland of spinteal light.
Tt 3s of meny that w2 have been cxlicd by ths Spirit
sod net et to reap tho it of car own ways. It
i3 of merer that we still live end Tnve epportuities
of glonfying God selively or pessisely.  Surely
thes thoughts sheuld erowd on o m'nds whenever
wo speak with God.  8zredy, wo should never
our Lips in prayer without bessing God for that freo
grace by whica we liv2, and for that loving kindness
th=t endareth for ever  Never was there zn cmincat
sint that was mot full of thankfulness, & Paul
bardly ever wiites an Epistlo without begicning with
thankfulness.  3len liko WhitGeld in the Jast een-
tory, and Bickersteth in cur own time, wero ever
TonRing over with thankfclaess. Oh! resder, if wo

-

would Lo bnght and shmmg lxglnts in out dny. we
wust cherish a spitit of praise. And above all, let
our prayers be thenkful prayers.

T commend to you in the last p]nco, tho importance
of tcatelifuulitess over your prayers. Prayer is that
point of all others iu religiop at which you must be
on your guard. Horo it is that truo religion begins;
—here it flourishes, and here it deeays. Tell ino
what a man’s prayers are, and I will tell you the
state of his soul. Prayer is tho spiriteal pulse. By
this the epiritual health may always Do tested. Pray-
cris the spiritunl weather-glass, By this we may al-
ways know whether it is fair or foul with our hearts.
Oh ! 12t us keep an pye continually upon our private
devotions. Here is the pithand marrow, and buck-
bono of our practical Christianity. Secrinons, and
books, and tracts, and committeo mectings, and tho
company of good men, 2o all good in theit way, but
they will never make up for the negleet of private
prayers. Mark well tho place and society, und the
companions that unhinge your hearts for communion
with God, and make your prayers drive heavity.
There b¢ on your guard. Qbseric narrowly what
friends, and what employments Jeave your soul in the
most spiritual frame, and most ready to speak with
God. To these cleave and stick fast. Reader, if
you will only take care of your prayers, I will en-
gego that nothing will go very. wrong with your soul.

Ticader, I offer theso points for your private con-
sideretion. I do it in all bumility. 1 know no ono
who needs to be reminded of them moro than I do
mysclf. Bat I believe thénrta bo God’s own truth,
and X would like mysclfand all T lovo fo feel them
more.

I want the times we livedn to be praying times.
I'want tho Christiaus of our day to be praying Chris-
tians. I want the Charch of our age to be a pray-
ing Church. My heart’s desire in sending fosth this
tract, is to promote a spirit of prayerfulness. I want
those wha never prayed yet, to arisa and ¢all upon
God, and I want those who do pray, to sce that they
are not praying amiss. And row if any ene should
begin to pray more carnestly in consequence of read-
ing this tract, I will ask bim to do the writer of it
one single favor, and that is, fo remember Aim in his

prayers.
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INTERRTUPTIONS TO THE WORK OF THE
MINISTRY.

—

Ir scems to me then, that in this case as in many
others, there arc antazonisticand almost equally mis-
chicvous errors.  Thero is on the ono hand 00 muca
impatience of such breaks and interruplions, aed on
tho other too great indifference to them.

In the first olace, I have seen cases in which there
appears ta bo a faulty tmpatience of such interrap-
tions. A ministir feels, and feels justly, that ho is
occupicd in one of the most importznt offices which
can cmploy the labourer in a fallen world,  XMe bas,
23 the messenger of God, to launsh the thuncer of
eicrnal wrath, and 9 reveal the vions of uncheng-
ing glery to the oppedte classes of seciety.  Ho s
10 walch, {0 pray,_to rebake, ¢ eatrest, to exhort.
If he isanan of an ardent spieRk, he 1s tempted to
sy, - What cught tostop me fur s woment?  How
can work such as mire bear amoment’s dehy ? ‘For-
ward’ is the true word ; and who or whatis to put a
drog on the whrelsof the charior 17

Now, may I catreat this zealous friend to remem:
ber tka!, however Lo may theorize on tha subjecs,
many of tke olstacles and interraptions of which ho
compleins arise, distinetly and aliogether, from the
appointment of God ; snd therofero canndt, by any
possibility, be ineszsistont with tho great parpoess of

A

A
lun prov: ndencc. Tho ministar has proparcd two. ad-
mirablo sermons for the upproaching Sunday ; bus
on Suturday he is struck dumb by 8 cold, or f
over tho hiead of bis pony, and eannot limp tc<uareh.
Or, if no discaso or aceident to bimyolf overlake and
silence him, perhaps some event happens to ‘his. fes
wily which renders his sacred ministrations next. to
impossible.  Or perhaps some secular business
arises fu his parish as to make his deep and constang
attention to it imperative. In great cities, and in.
deed not unfrequently in towns and villages, large
portions of time are sliced off by such occurrences.
Nov, it will be scen that every ono of those various
interruptions are not his own avork, but Yho eppoint
ments of Divine Previdence, of that all-wiso and
all-merciful Being who has given us tho Gospel, asd
has called the minister to his holy occupation. No
contrivance cou'd shelter bim from sowe of them.—
They are thoe conditions of bumasity, and he must
oczupy somo other planct or spbere of existenco, if
ho is to cscape from them. Bat the person to whom
I refer fails to discover this, sud ho deals with =uch
circumstances as ohstacles over which & zealous man
is to ride, and to go on bis way with all the calmneis
an] determination with which a star scems 10 mos
in the heavens. He forgets that cven thess very
stars meet with those disturbing forces ‘which, for a
time, interrupt, although in tha end they no doult
socuro the harmony and perfoction of the -present
system of things. In this'frameof mind, the mad
sometimes betrays painfal Iafirmitics of teinper.—
The visit of a parishjoner frets bim. Even tho tex-
der partaer of 2l his bopes:and fears, 2nd trisls and
Joys, receives now dnd then it may be, a short, ifnos
a sharp answer.  Some trifling question of his child
is met a little roughly. And, in the end, his house
perhaps assumes rather more the zir of a workshop
than a parsonage. The hammer is always gomg,
and rest, calmness, quict cnjoyment, are almost la-
nished from it. Now, thissort of impatience urder
interruption may be forgiven in worldly mieds. Tke
little, crooked, irritable poct of Qucen Anno’s days
wight perhaps be allowed to cry out, under the an-
noyance of perpetual visitors, **Tie up the knocker;
say I'm sick—I'm dead.”  But I like far better the
spinit of Jobn Newtoen, when much tried, at his com-
ing from Olney to London, by similar visitations,
ho =aid, T was at first tried by continual visitors,
almost beyond endarance ; but I resolved, at last, {o
regard every visit oS 2 message sent from  God, by
which I wasintcnded to et good or to do good, and
to deal with it accordingly.”

Oar somewhat impaticnt friend would also do well
10 remember that his blessed Master, though indefs-
tigable in His own high and boly work, and pursuing
it by day in the busy market, and by night upon the
sides of the cold mountain, did not excluce tho ides
of cessotion and rest for himsIf or others  Even
when the ministry of the word was confined to twelve
poor Jaborers, Iis langaage to them, and thisin the
idst of their work, was, * Come ye into tho desort
and re:t awhile”” Indeed, nothing can be more
striking than tho intorpositton of olstacles in the
great duties of life, and the neeessary oceapation of
the loborers in what scems to be of lasy importance.
A 1etle rickely child is bom into the world. It
struzzles on through 2 fow months of painful and
uncertaia existencs. During these fow monthsit
occupics the methicr, the nurse, the medical atten-
dant, and partidly tae fatker and other members of
the fumily, 208 then dies.  Why, it may bo askad,
this foterraption in the great business of lilo?  Why
is o Jittle unpreftablo infant {o absorb tho time-of so-
veral peoplo-well qualified, perbaps for higber ooca-
patisas? Beeauss Qod soes whot you do vot e,



