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HOW SORROW MAKES HAPPY,

A state of happiness is not always the
state of highest biessedness. Ou~ real-
1y best days, when we learu the moat and

row the most, are not always uor usual-
y our gisddest days. It was our lovd
buneelt who said. **Blessed are they that
mouru ; for they shall be comforted.”
The beautitudo s uot for those who
Juugh, but tor thuse who wevp. ‘I'hie
moaming maust be thar God has b essiugs
which he cau give ouly when the heart 13
in sotiow or puln ; sul that God’s oo
fort, which wakes the beatitadle, is such
8 precious sud vuriching expeiience thae
it 18 quite worth while to mourn that we
may gsiu that beautitude.  ‘fhe comfort
far moie thau compens tes for the grief,
aud we caunot get the comfort unless we
bave the grief. Oue might dread the
cumnng of night; but he would uaver
kuow of the glory of the heavens, with
their siarry spleandors, if night did not
some. Aad we should never see the
giorivus divine prowmises, nor realize the
?wciouo joys and hopes of Christian
uith,it thesbadow of sorrow never deep
ensd aveut us, ‘The child never fully
uudergiands the swe.tuess and gentle-
vexs of the mother's love, until the child
is aick oreutfering; aud we can never
exnerisnce the hlessvduess of beiug drawn
closs to God's heart and comforted by
him, ‘‘as oue whom his mother comfort
eth,” if we do not have paiu or griet.
8o 1t is & bleesert thing to mourn, just to
have God comfort us.~ &. S. Zmes.

A FORMOSAN EXECUTION.

Dr. MacKay our missionary in For-
mosa, thus describes a Chineso execu-
tion : .

Un the 26th ult., I wrote to you about
a mau who was stabbed here in Tamsui.
A fow days afterwarus he died, and the
m.litary Mandarin seized the murderer,
imprisoned kimg, and ordered five hun-
dred blows on “the bips with a bamboo
stick. After one night three bhundred
more were administered, and he was
¢ ndemned to death. I went to see the
mseravle criminal. It was pamful to
seo his indufference. Toauny question
asked he sitnply replied. *‘in cixteen
years more 1 will be as la aslam
pow.” Here is the Buddhistic idea of
the transmigration of souls. Ou the
moruing of his excoution opium waa giv-
en him to smoke, also vernicelli to eat.
Then bis hauds were tied behind his
back and- the provession was formed—
soldiors in frout.then the oriminal with

three executioners close to him, then
the Mandarin on horseback,and behind »
great crow!l. ¥ went to the spot and
waited. The procession walked about a
mile. Soon guns were fired and yuick-
1y the criminal appeared. In the midat
of groans, etc., he was pushed off the
road ; ina moment he was on his knees.
lbe next moment one executicner wield-
ed a long aword and with one b'ow sev.
ered the head from the body. Then all
ran away groaning, being asfraid of his
soul, which at once became a devil, [
went to ree purxoael.v, to know for my

self tho inns and outs of Cbinese life. I
don't believe in sentimentalism  Poor
Forinosa oonverts are true and faithful.
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HOW DID YOU LIKE THE SER-
MON?

Let us, if only for the sake of variety,
change this trite commenmX ou our
Sabbath engagements. How did you eg-
joy the prayers ? How did the readlug
of Gois Word aff.ct you? How muc
rexlity did you feel in confessing your
sins? How many of your siok, weary,
soriowfal and siuful fiends id you re-
member on y: ur kneesa? How much did
your thoughts yn with the hymus y.u
sung? How mwch did you pray that
the servant of God might be ble:sed in
His Word, and that your own soul
might be humbled and assured in the
love of Chriat? And how far has the
prayer been answered?  Oh,but you say,
thexe are really private questions. Then
put them to yourself,dear friend. —Chris-
tian Commonwealth.

NO TIME FOR RELIGIOUS DUTIES.

It in just fifty years since a large dry-
goods firm was 1u active business in this
city, when o1-e day the head of the tirm
said to his pariners : **“We must restrict
our operations. I find that the demands
upon my time are such that 1 have not
the requisite leisure for my religivus du-
ties, and I cannot ,.0 on this way.” The
other members of the firm cousented,end
the reduction was made. Just two years
from that time there came a great fin-
ancial storm which engulphed uearly all
the basiness houses of the city. Butthe
firm in question safely rode out the
storm, and found that what they had
done out of tbeir religions couvictious
was ml:z: matter of the soundest policy,
though they were not aware of it at the
time.— Intelligencer.



