
THE COMMERCIAL

Bîîcluîess nt EM<luonton.
John 1111oDougall. of 11flougail

Secord, Edmonton, mas fi Wlnuîllpeg
thili wcek ou Ie îvay to Europe oit a
hocliday trip.

Re reporte budiniess as bolig vory
gooti lit Emonton titis seaston. cl-
tlîougli the gialu yleld ivas not tic
large lie It eliould have boon oit ne.
counit of a iiumbor of farmers lia%*vig
eommeiiced cutting too eariy. Tho
trade witl ic r.orth, wvhiel i" al.
wvayb brougit, a lot of busines to the
Edmonton merchatits, was particularly
goodtits year, tho quantity of f or
shippeti ont belng noarly double that
of provious seations.

The rush to the Klondike, by wo.y or
Edmonîton, lbas dlcd out, but theire
have been some vor? good samples or
ore diseovereti north of- Edmonton, very
little developmcent lias been donc as
yet. lioweçer,ý oivlng te the OOst of
transportation. Largo depoGIts of
galona liave licou dlecovered ot (Orcal
Slave lake.,but as It le mostlyi of a low
grade it cannot lie worked wtith profit
ut tlîe present timo.

Edmonton lias experlsaced a ornit
building boom titis past Butnir, sortie
f Ifty dwellings liaving beeni orcted, nq
%vei au a number et business bloz:U.

'Ulegraph R~ates to Alaska.
The ÀGrea North Western Telegrapli

company axîniounceS that, the flomin-
!it goierinvent telegrapli lino betiveen
Skagwvay, Aiaska, and Dawson Cltyv,
N. W. T., nom belng comup!cted, tiey
'viii a&Cxnnp messages at wing
raees, beyond Seattle, Wa,..nngton.
(Messages are sent by lîrst steamer
liotwieen ktattle andi Skagway.) .

For EacJL
una extra,

Word£ Word.
Skagway. Aineka.......$.7
Bennett, N. W. T. ....... 1.85 .05
carlhoo CCroBSing, N.W.T. 1.8i5 .10
ragieh. N. W. T. ........ 1.95 .10
Miles Canyon. N. W. T. ... 2.1 .10
Wlitio Horse, N. W. T .... 2.10 .10
Lower i.abarge, Ç.IW.T .... 2.35 .15
Hootellnqua N. W. T. .. 2.80 .15
Fivo Fingor. N~. W. I.r. 8.85 .20
For-t Selirk, N. WV. T. .. 3.85 .20
I)axweoîi City, N.W. T. . 4.35 .20

Piess dispatehes, Ska.gway, Mntska,
to 'Boennett. N. W. T., 1 cent per word,
bxniffiuun charge 75 cents, with an ad-.
dilLotial charge or 35 cents tor t;team-
or. Ièat-tie to Skagway. Unilted Statea
a.nd Canadian govorameiit telegro.ms,
hlli commercial ealtff. Ail messages
to lie prepaid.*

Dcstr4) ing tlie Sources of
1tubber.

The con.sunptlon of India rublior bite
greovn enormonsly ln recent ycars.
Tht' t rade hias beicc stinîilated chiefly
liv tho use of tires. Sevorai Yeats ago
i began tot ho evIdout that ules
% astef ni aîîd destructivil methoda of
colecetlng rublier were disconttntied the
trupply wouid diîninali wlîiio the de-
manti wac; lncreasiig. Government
atter governirnent lias therefore pro-
lîjblted or restnlcted the' collection of
rubber lut lsà territory. ln order to. ive
the ~Ilants tîme te multiply andi re-
cnperate. The Congo Free State bas
now gene a step further. In adill-
tien to Its decrS o f 1892, stil -ln* force.
ivhIcli made It a serious and puinlshable
offense to kili. tire rublier plant oi. te
grather rubber lut any way exc.opr,
througli lneisiond lu'ý tbel bark, 'le nom
made obllgatory to plant ut leart 1,o
vines or tres -for every ton if rubbor
collected Infractiong of the nom de-
c~roc are puniiible by flne up te, $2,-
000, or lnplsnet A bare&x of
rublier for4ege iasbee appointed te'
guard the rubber. Intoreste of tho

state and te, enforco tho deorees ef
1892 andi 1899.

It le nomeary te kIli the Panîphor
troc ln order to got caruplior, but It
Il; not necessary to kiff1 any ot the var-
loieof e trees andi vines that yleld
ruibber te coleet, their Illico.; andi yet
tlils lnexeusably etupiti andt %vastefuil
niethoti hla licou eniploycd ln maxit,
courtries wItlî the result tixat rubier'
plants have been externîlnatud la liiiii-
dretis of tîtousandki or square Tailes of
tcrrltery. How spcedliy tlof resuIt le
achloved ls lillstrateti ln the recont
case of Southa 'Madagascar.

li 1890 Fort auphini, oit tîne south
const of the Islanîd, Nvas a traite entre
of enînîl Inmportance. Thon It %vos dis-
coveroci that rubber w~ais near ut
band fi. fîîlrly abîîîîdtuît quantitie. A
dozert firmes front Gerinnny, France,
Maurltlue anti Tantatavo appeared ont
the acene and fiet ali te nzativ(s they
coul i nîster at work klIilIng the ruti-
ber plants andi collecting its Juiee. They
patId the guitherors neaî-ly £10 for 220
poennes andi soldtheUi produet at Tania-
tive Ut ain enornîcus prof itTo
rashoti the busliess and rulned 1t i,
sIx years. In 1898 tue natives Jînci
to trtîvel ticrth- for a week Moire they
eonîti fInt a ville te eut. Thse product
dropped lit 1896 to one-tenth that ef
1898, î'nd South Madagascar rubber
disappeared frein the market lit 1897

Ali aiong the wvest coast of tropical
A! rien thse trees andi vines producing
rubber have beon kiIled for a distance
of forty to *lfty mulles frein the tes.
li the' Amazon baslIt, the greatest rab-
-ber fileldi, tItis ineless destruct!ioi of
a sourc cf wvealth lins nover been
practiceti. .Small ltie"sIoiis are matie ln
t'ho bars, the xnllk le catnght ini liev-
eti-out lumps of clzîy pli'aceti beneath
thé' Ilmîcs'ons, and ecai tree ylelds I
empply every yeltr. But other Amner-

an counitries lire flnding It aece.;sary
te adopt strîngent methods te proteet
tise lîîdustx,. In Blritish' anti r-rouîcli
Guin-na It 's 1noi illttgal. te cohleet mbll-
ber except by tappig thse trecs. The
cultivat!on or ruliber eni plantatloxs [s
news eyerywheme encouraged. The e\-
pertation of tho article f rom a part of
Nicaragua, titlL's3 proadîec oit plan-
tutloxs. lias licou prohlbted til Iq90
oit account ot tlîe grent destructoil
of rubber trees. Cost.L Rica lbas aIls(
prohîlbiteci the ]dlling of ruiblio-r plants.

Theee stops te Bave the nitisher lit-
dnistry f roin destructlin, both lui Arn-
enica andi Mrlea, iveme taken nxoue too
early, and the prospects -ire thse ivaste
lit the forestg wvlI rio% ho groatly re-
fluxed wvhie the nunîber cf plantations
wll gmadually- Inemae.-Carriage D'.-
,rectory.

Canadian shîppers of preduce are ouf-
fnrlng Inconvenlence as a rosait o! tînt
wilhdrawa -of- vessels frota tihe Canta.
dian rcutes by tlie Impemial gc'venî-
ment for wam service. FmreîghÏ ratea
bave adivanedt twlue durîng the past
two sveeks. Al.together betwectn Bos-
toit andi .Montrent six or sevea steam-
ers liave been taken off.

The author of "li Ris Steps,'* the
fanions religious book, of svhich over
throe million coptes have xîov %,eî.
solti. lias licou lInduceti ta, ansvem,
ii ait article vhîIeh lie lias sent to

Thse Ladies' Homne Journal, the ques-
tion svhich unconsclously colites to
thse riai r.ter reading bis book: Is
this plan practîcalile fi our present
dally flfe?'" Mx. Shelden doce flot evade
the' question, 'but answers' it Ilu al il-
rect andi vigorous niannèr. andi tells
ckactiy what lie boievos %wouid lie the
ef fecit of hig pia«x upo, nmodern busil-
nessl methods anîd prek;eat day social
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The HECLA
FURNACE

Solid base. Rolling grates.
Double fire-pot. Double feed
door. Coinbined domne and
radiator, inaking vast Ileating
surface It is the leading
furnace titis season, and jubt
the otie to build your business
on.
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The D. McCALL CO,
LIMITEb

Montreal Toronto Winnipeg

W% RiJOHNSTON & CO.
(J.nte Livangston, Johnston & Co.)

Wholesale Manufucturers
READY MADE

CLOTHING
Coraor BaY and Front Streets,Torosnt
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