Progress of the Prairie States.

The Philadelphia Press says:  “The
most lnteresting of tho seriew of arti-
cles on the progress of the United
States which Professor Michael G,
Mulhall is preparlys for thie North Am-
crican Review appears in the August
number of that magazine and reluntes
to what he culls the prairie states.
Uuder this head are included all  the
states between the castern boundary
of Ohio and the western boundary of
the Dakotas and uworth o the Ohio
river. Missourl iy also tuel. o, muk-
fug twelve states In all. These cover
what has beea gemorally xnown as
the west, this side of - the Rocky Moun-
taius, and wlicle iIs known to have
made the greatest prosress of any
part oi the union. The five eastern-
most states of the group are now
kubnen aB the middle wast, and the
twelve other states as the northnvest.

Fifuch of this region was practical-
ly unknown in 1850, the year with
Which Mr. Mullinll begine s compari-
sous, and five of the statas did not
then exist. In 1850 wluut §s now the
prairie group of atates had 5,102,000
population, and 1890 this number had
grown to 22,362,000, an increase of
314 per cent Its population is now
ostimated at 26,320,000, and by 1900
when the next census is taken, it will
c¢oubtless have nearly 29,000,000 peo-
ple. They exhibit the ecame tendency
to gather in  citles as soon In the
states farther east. In 1890, 35,493,
000 of their population lived in ecities,
an increase of over 300 per cont in
twenty years, and 16,869,000 lived in
the country, an increass of less than
50 per ceny it the sawme time, Asg it
is known that n large percontage of
the forelgm Immigrants go wegt, it is
not surprising to find that the foreign
torn population in the pralrie states
increasel 563 per cent during the per-
iod between 1850 air) 1890.

“A6 agriculture ls the cilel ndus-
try of theee stutes the progress they
havo made i this interest is naturally
the most marked. 1In 18350 the prairie
states produced 58 bushels of grain per
inhabitant and a total of 634,000
tons of beef, mutton and pork; bLut
in 1890 tho same section produced 118
bushels of grain per inhabitant and
2088,000 tons of meat. Thls great
product was made possible by an in-
crease i improved area from 27,210,-
000 acres 1n 1830 to 184,300,000 iu
1890. Thls was an avoraze Increase
in cultlvated area of 13,000 acres n
day and an increase in the average of
improved acres per {nhabitant from 5
in 1850 to 81 in 1890. 'Dhe great
product of these states can ho better
umdorstocd by comparivon. It pro-
duced noearly as much grain as France,
Germany and Austria, with 180,000,-
000 people, produce, and almost tivice
as much meat as France or Austria
produces

“Nr. Mulhall adds that ‘one hangd in
the pralric states ralses ag much food
as five can do in the most advanced
countries of Fxirope.” The {ncrease in
farming wealth in thie forty years be-
tween 185G and 1890 wus $7,569,~
000,000 or an annual average
of $100,000,000. ‘Less than hall a
century,” says Mr. Mulhall, ‘has suf-
ficed for a comparatively small num-
ber of farmers to convert the western
prairies Into onc of the most produc-
tive reglons of the globe, and to create
and bulld up as flourishing n commun~
ity as can bo found to-day in elther of
the hemispheres.’

“Manufacturing. wkile elowing
groat progress botweon 1850 and 1890,
8 not so important an industry in
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tho prairle states as agriculture.
Novertheless thie number of operatives
increaso) more than twelve times.
the value of thelr product ros» from
$147,000,000 1 1850 to $3.161,000,-
000 in 1890. the wages per operative
grew from $270 to $478 nnd tho pro-
auet  par operative, from $1,324 to
$2,247. 'As the average produce per
operative rcey 70 per cent, and the
wages per operative 77 per cent It
{8 plain that the operative was the
more fortunnte. The ocreation of
wenlth In the prairle states has been
very rapll, tha total now standing
at $25,256,000,000, or an average of
$1,130 per jnhabitant. This gives a
yoarly incroasy of $45 per inhabit-
ant, avbile In Great Britain the In-
croage has beoon only $19 per inhabit-
ant. Perhaps the most encouraging
comparison of nll is the one between
the value of farms and houses and the
amount of roal estate mortgages.
The total value of farme aund mort-
gages in the pralrle states is placod
at $15,125,000,000, awrl the mort-
gages  at $2.078,000,000, or 14 per
cent of the value.

“In concluding. Mr. Muilhall says:
‘Comparad with the Union at large.
the prairle states stand for 36 per
cent  of population, 47 per cent of
agriculture. 34 por cent of mauufac-
tures. 31 par ceut of mining and 39
per cont of wealth, 8 that they may
bo @111 +to coustitute all round 25
per cent of the republic. In many
respects they surpass jn lmportance
five or six European empires and
kingdoms rolled into one.’ And yet
men @'ill living can remember when
thielr population did not exceed that
of the island of Sardinia.”

Loss from Strikes.

Tha great waste and damage to a
country’s Industries involved in a
great strike {8 well shown by some
lately published statistics of the
losse3 causea by the strike of the
Weishh coal miners, whiclk ended re-
contly, This cost is placed at 330,-
000,000, or $1,5H0,000 weekly during
the perfod the strike lasted. If the
damago were confined to the iulug
industry itself this would be bad
onougl:, but the interdependence of
modern  trade and commercind
life make it © necessary  that
a wide clrele of industri-
al workers and enterprises
shounld drink from the same cup. Yor
instauce, iv is estimated that tho loss
in coal freights alvone wa, fully $7~
000,000, while the logses of tho rail-
roads are placed at fully $2,000,000.,
That the wages of sallors, t..e amounts
paid for dock dues and other (fairly
measurable items were heavily reauc-
od goes almost witliout saying. The
indirect loss, some of which may never
be regaired, caused by the diversion
of she coal trade to other countries
i8, of course, incaiculable, but the de-
clded boom given the United States
export trade in coal to British colonial
ports 3 of too close a date to be for-
gotton. 16 has even been stated—
though, 1t {8 claimed, without ade-
quate foundation—~that the annual au-
tumu manoeuvres of the British clan-
nel fleet were postponed because of
the strike.

Acetylence Gas.

The carhide calcium manufactur-
o1 in France is guaranteed to give 300
cubic liters of gas per kilogram. The
output is constantly Jincreasing, and
the supply is fully equal to the de-
anand, The retall price of the urticle
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i8N from G5 to 60 francs per 100 kilo-
grame or $10.61 to $11.58 per 22Q.-
40 pounds, not tncluding packing.

Thore are two villages in France
complotely lighted by acetylene. They
are Alzonno a town of 1,500 Inhabi-
tants., and  Saurat-par-Tarascesn,
place of 8,024 inhabitants The or-
dinary method of introduc'ng acety-
lone gas into towus, up to the prevent
time, has been 4he same ay that used
by the local gas compunies. For the
privilege of furnishing gas to consum-
org at certajn rates, the muundcipality
uaually demands of the contracting
company that the lighting of the city
itsell shuall te virtually free. It i
cluimel by the French acetylone gas
compnr ies that the imstallation of a
gas plant i each particular house
has become so simple that the con-
gumers will not pay aw increased
price for guap on account of the free
city lighting. but prefer to have their
own plants thus having their light
at o rednead ccab and bdepenent of
‘tho clty plisat.

Tenders.,

Winnipeg city council will eall for
tonders for fire wood for civic build-
ings. ! -

The Winnlpeg school toard will call
for teuders for plumblng the Gladstone
street school.

Tenders for the carrylng of mail by
stages In the different parts of Mani-
toba will close at the departmont at
Ottawa on the 28th inst.

British Cattle Markets.

London, Oct. 10.—Trade in cattic was
weaaker. Cholce States cattle sold 1-2¢
lowar at 111-2¢; choico Canadian o
Jowar at 1l0c; Argentine, lc lower at
10c, and ranchers weoro qu ab 9c.
Sheep wero also 1-2¢ Jower, b 10c
for Argentine and at 9 1-2¢ for choice
Canadians. . ¢k

Liverpoot, Oct. 10.—Cholce Canadinn
cattla und sheep sold at 9 1-2¢ to 10¢.
The outside figure for cuattle is 1-2¢
lowegr than this day week,

A private cable received from Liver-
poo!l on Monday quoted choice Cana-
dian cattle ut 9 1-2c to 10c¢, and one
from Loundon also quoted them at
9 1-2¢ to 1e.

Freight Rates.

The Montreal grain freight mark-
et was firm at 3s to Liverpool for
heavy grain, a load of oats being
placed at 2s 9d; London 3= 6d. Flour
128 6d to 15s, to Liverpool and Lon-
don 158. Clieese, 'Liverpool, 20s. But-
ter, Liverpool, 85s. Cattle, Liverpool
358, London, 35s; Glasgow, 435s; Bris-
tol and Manchester 30s.

J. A. Kiusella, of the Dominion
government creaery department, &
ports that Prof. Robertson has dis-
possd of almost the whole of the
August make of butter at the gov-
ernment Territorial creameries wut
20 cents a pouud, chiefly to the

Kootenay amd dhe coast. This no
doubt meaus 20 cents delivered,
freight paid to DBritish Columbia
points.

Miss Sheafe—Oh, just look at that
wheat rising and falling in the breeze.
How bGeautiful it is.' .

Qfr. Cityman—Ah, but you ougnt to
poe it rismg and [alling in the Corn
sxchange. T O RIS



