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Botwesn the Pacific and the Praxiie.

Having dealt with the fruit aund tish pros-
pocts of British Columbia, next in order comes
lumber resources, and so far a3 the naturalsup-
ply gous, there is quantity unlimited awaitiog
the hand of industry and the aid of capital to
dovelop. Thousands of square miles of the fin.
ost cedar in the world ate to be fouud iu the
Racific proviuce, and actually millions of huge
trees standing two to three huundred feot in
height, and as steaight as thoy can grow.

The lumber resources of British Columbia
have been worked to some extent for over
thitty years, especially €or spar timber, in
which line thoy have no equal in the world. 1%
is ouly since the completion of the C.P.R., that
any of the forests except those on the west Jine
have beena touched for the purpose of lumber
mannfactunre. Now a score of saw mills are at
waork, cutting for the local trade, and the de-
mauds of the prairie country, while these on
the coast find foreign markats along the Pacific
coast, and especially in South America,
There is no reason why the demaund from the
prairie country should not increase rapidly,and
indecd % will do so as settlement of the North-
western territories advances.

QOccasionally complainls are heard about the
high freights from the mountain to the prairie
market, but these freights are bound Lo be re-
duced just as soon as the trade grows to such
proportions as to make the C.P. R. management
consider it an object warthy of apecizl consider-
ation.  There is no valid reason, why the peo-
ple of Manitoba and the territories should year
after year import willions of feet of Iumber
grom the United States, when the resources of
a neighboring province are lying undeveloped.
Lumbermen on the Pacitfic slope must make a
special effert, to produce cheaply and meet com-
petition; the people of the prairie conntry must
give the advauntage to their fellow citizens of
another province, so far as they can with safety
to themselves ; and this mutual cffort will soon
swell the trade between the two countries to o
volume, which will compel railway managers
to make it a subject of special considcration,

But Biitish Columbians are entitled to con-
siderable credit for the progress they have
made aed excellence they have attained in lum.
ber manufactures. A representative of Tng
Co - MERCIAL recently visited and inspected the
plaving mills and sash and door factories of
Messrs. Cassaday & Co., of Vancouver, and the
British Columbia Mills, Turber & Tradiong Co.,
at New Westminster. At both of these mills
he had the pleasuie of secing the manufacture
of a cluss of sashes, doors and panel work gen.
erally which were both beautiful in design,
and artistic in finish, comparing favorably with
the white pine and otber manufactures of the
same class, which are too freely imported into
thie province from the States, and which have
to depend maoinly on the painter's skill to
make them look deceat in appearance.  Some
of tire panel work, done in diffcrent shades of
cedar and red-weod at the above named mills,
furnished a series of pictures, such as no grain-
er can imitate. Paint they ao not require, for
polished and varnished they possessa beauty
of desigo, such s no house painter’s skill cau
produce.  The tesidents of our prairie citics
and towns are gradually procuring for them.
selves and families comfortable, and in come
nstancez luxurious homes, They can sdd

greatly to the inside beauty of their new domi-
ciles, by fitting them up with doors and panel,
work marde from the beauntifully colored cevar
aul other woods ef the Piaific slope.  Let us
hope, thorofore, that from this dato forward
the lumber manufactures of British Columbia,
will continue to gain ground in the prairic
country, until they deive out all cowmpetition
from uther oatside markets.

British Columbiaus are also entitled to nota
little crodit for their c¢florts to get a hold in
general manufactures, and a fine monument to
their commercial comage in this ficld can be
seen in the new sugar vefinery in the suburbs
of the city of Vancouver, A CoMMERCIAL 1e-
presentative vecently visited and inspected this
institution, and received aome instruction in
the manufaciure of sugar from the raw articlo
to the granulaved ooe, Lut unfortueately the
institution was not thoroughly impressed, and
only a vague recollection of a bewildering maze
ot machivery has vemiived.  The stady was
au interesting one from the boiling pans heated
with steam, boiling the raw sugar through the
first pnmping. to where the liguor is mised
with blood aud lime, then rua through the bag
filters, then through the second pumping to ths
upper floor or black room, from which it is fil-
tered through ucharcoal dust made from burned
bones, and through huge incomprehensible
cylindera from which the filtered syrup rups,
This is agaia pumned to the upper floor of the
refinery proper, and the firat 01 clear portion
run off for the making of grannlated, while the
tesiduc is used for the differeat grades of yel.
lows.  The mystery of boiling in the vacuum
pan requires o practical person to explain, but
when the tiguid reaches the cylinders, whena
rapid centrifugal motion forms the sugar in a
crust, while the syrup drops through sieves,
the uninitinted begins agiin to comprehead
the process.  When the run is graualated the
hard sugar i3 taken to a buge hollow metalic
cylinder, with a steam chest in the centre, and
while this cylinder moves avound the dryiug
process goes on, and when completed the sugar
in granulated form is run through spouts to the
packing floor below, where it is packed in bar.
rels or sacks, as the fase may be.  Altogetiera
visit to the refinery is a great treat to any per-
son with a taste for mechanism.

The refinery stands on a site of over three
acres on the shore of Burard Inlet, and the
buildiugs are constructed in the most solid
fashion, Winnipeg white clay brick being used
in the walls, The works have cheir own wharf,
whero sea going veasels from raw sugar markets
can discharge cargo, or load refined goods. The
main building of the refinery covers an area of
109 by 90 feet, and tho institution gives cm-
ployment altogether to over ninety hands, so
thet it is a valuable industry in a lncal sense,
and probably the most valuable to the city of
Vancouver.

A spurof the C. P. R, track runs iato the
yards of this refinery, and that it is a valuable
institution to that road is certain, from the fact
thut its products zre fast superceding those of
Atlantic coast refineries in the country, stretch-
ing from the Pacifiz to Lake Superior,

There are other attempts being made to lo-
cate general industries in British Columbia,
which cannot, now be noted in detail. A fine
nov flouriug and meal mill at Victoris is one of
the latest, aud a pickle and cider factory has
also been established there, At no very distant

date Tus Coumknretat. will do dovbt contain
accounts of other manufacturing institutions
which will show, that real industiial progeess
has set in in British Columbia,

It might be well befure losing thisarticlo on
geueral munufactures Lo remind British Colum.
biansg, that fiom the sumcnit of the Rookics
down to the Pacific shore there are waterfalls
and rapid running rivers, on which thousands
upon thousand of horse power are going to
waste, which might be utilized.  Across the
mountains is a country now exporting twenty
millious of bushols of the tinest milling wheat.
Across the Pacific in sluggish over-crowded
Asw is a practically unlimited market for flour.
The wheat export of the prairie land is yearly
increasing and 8o is the flour market of Asia,
Let us ask the guestion,must the wheat exports
of the prairie continue for all tima to come to
go out by the Atlantic? Surely nof, while
Biitish Columbia has the water power to mill
it, and the Asiatic market for its flone products,
Millers abore all other men know how to get
from railway managers, milling in transit and
other little special privileges, aud a milting in.
terest in Bitish Colunbia would not fail to
look after such, Assuredly, therefore the peo-
ple of that proviace are wanting in enterprise
if they do not soon utilize some of their grand
waters, secure their share of the hard wheat of
tho prairie land across the mountains, and
make good their footing in the flour mavkets of
Asia,

In the next issuc of I'mr CoMMERCIAL we
shall give a few hints to our exporters in Mani.
toba as to their shipment to British Columbia
and probably say a little about the mining af-
fairs of the monntain country.

Prices in Bri'tish Columbia.

The Vancouver News. Advertiser snys: ““Men.
tion was made in last week’s report of a flour
war that is being carried on between several re-
tail firms. This state of things still exists, but
in order to protest themselves the wholesale
fiems intend for.ning a trust, and will not sell
below a cevtain figure. Tais is without doubt
the only means by which this war van be stop.
ped, and will probably have the desired effect.
‘I'ne quotations at present are uichanged, being
as follows :—

Manitoba patents, $6; Maonitoba bakers,
§5.73; Orcegon flour, §6. Oatmeal is quoted at
$1.25 per 100 pounds; Eaistern rolted oats, $1.23;
California do, $4.00. Feed shows an upward
tondency, the prices being as follows:  Wheat,
$35 per ton; chopped feed, $36 to 33; bran, $25;
shorts, 327; oats, 333; oil cake, 310; hay, old
or new, 213 to §16.

T'ne recent rains have spoiled a considerable
amount of the Fiaser river oat crops and in all
probability the greater portion of the local sup.
ply will be obtained from the Northwest,

Cheese-~Held at 12 to 124c.

Butter—Creamery is held ic higher, at 27 to
271c; dairy, 17 to22c.

Eggs—Higher, at 18.to 20¢ per dozen.

Vegetables—DPotatoes, $14 to $17 per ton,

Fruit—Coming ia freely, and is in good de-
maod. Apples are quoted at $1 to $1.50 and
even S1.75 per box for extra choice. Pears are
quoted from $1.50 to $1.75: peaches, $110 to
$1.25; plums, 81 to §1.15; tomatoes, §1.253 to
$1.50; grapes in boxes, 31.40; in crates, $1.75;
tokays, $1.65; baunaugas, $3 to $3.75 per bunch;
cocanuts, Sc each; lemons, 88 per ! ox.




