THE COMMERCIAX. \/7/ <& 244y

GOODS SOLD 70 THE
TRADE ONLY.

‘ATINO HAV DI
HIIL .LO dT0S STOooOov

DIRECT IMPORTERS

TEAS, SUGARS, WINES, LIQUORS and GENERAL GROCERIES
CORNER PRINCESS AND BANNATYNE STREETS, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

I~ connection with the sugar trade an inter-
national agreement has been reached between
Great Britain, Germany, Ifaly, Austria, the
Netherlands, Spain and Russia, by which all
bountics on sugar exported from these coun.
tries are to cease, while all the countries agree-
ing have bound themselves to exclude entirely
importations of refined sugar, molasses, and
glucose from countries not included in the
agreement. France has not decided to join in
the sacharine alliance, but may within a period
of six months, that time being allowed in her
case for consideration. This is certainly fight-
ing smoke with fice. The countries while
striking at the very worst system of dishonest
protection, follow up the effort with a prohibi.
tion which, while prohibiting does not protect
in itsclf, unless against the few sugar exporting
countrics whick are incladed in its prohibitory
list. The move is certainly a heavy blow at
one very bad system of protection, and yet it
appears like the treatment of the homeopathist
to work upon the principle of Smilid similihus
curantum. It remains to be scen how the
treatment will aﬂ'cct.thc di.scase.

Tue Mississippi Valley Lumberman, in tr ..
ing of the lumber combine on the Pacific coast,
has the following :--“The combination known
as the Pacific Coast Lumber Association better
understood as the Pacific Coast Lumnber Trust,
has, in order to keep up the price of lumber,
determined to limit the working time of the
mills included in the trust to cight hours a
day. The order issued to effect recently, and
the mills at ‘Tacoma, Port Blakely, Port Gam-
ble, Port Madison, Port Discovery and Utsa.
lady, are from this date till further orders re-

stricted to cight hours working time no matter |

what orders they may have on hand or what
vessels arc laying av their docks waiting for
lumber. The members of the association on
the Sound clain that thisaction has been forced
upon them by the decreased demand conse-
quent upon the collapse of the southern Cali-
fornia boom. This is in addition to their pre-
vious action in lowering the price paid for logs
and compelling the logger to scll his hoom to
the mill at which it is first offered, apd at the

price and with the scalo which the mill owner
chooses.”  Frequently we hear and sce severo
condeinnation of the actions of combinations of
workmen as foolish and wicked interference
with the natural drift of trade. Seemingly
capital can combine for the accgmplishment of
equally foolish ends, for a more unwarrantable
obstruction to the natural flow of trade affairs,
than that referred to in the Lumbesrman can

scarcely be conceived.
e .
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Recanrpive an article in our last issue on th’el
dulteration of Manitoba wheat exported to
Surope, there has been considerable comment

anmong parties connected with our grain busi.
ness, and some outsiders are at o logs to under.
stand how purchasers in Kurope cannot be pro-
tected as much by a grain inspector's certificate
as purchasers at home are. If any man of
ordinary business judgment will take the
trouble of closely examining the zeades govern-
ing the inspection of Manitoba havd and north-
ern wheats, he will have no difficulty in sceing
how grain sent from the cast to Europe can be
adulterated, and still the letter of the Inspee-
tion Act not infringed upon In all of these
grades the Red Fyfe wheat proportion must,
according to the act, be grown in Manitoba or
tho territories of the Northwast, but there isno
such provision regarding the admixture of soft
varictics allowed in any of them, and it must
be borne in mind that the soft wheat grown in
this country are not to be classed with those
grown in Eastern Canada, as they conuin a
much larger proportion of gluten, are alto-
gether o better class of grain, and of much
greater value for milling purposes. It isa
simple process for the castern exporter to col-
lect all his hard graded wheat together, and by
adding an admixture of inferior castern soft
wheat to reduce the whole to the ragged odge
of a northern standard. In so doing he still
keeps within the letter of the Inspection Act,
so long as he supplics over fifty per cent. of
Red Fyfe, and maintains the weight per bushel,
But he turns out an article greatly inferior to
that mixed with soft wheat grown here, can
make a shave of several cents o bushel by the
mixing process, and ship it out accompanied by
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A Manitoba Testimonial,
1ORTAGK LA PRAIRIZ, Dec. 8th, 1887,
Janrs Pyr, Esq., Miuncapolts, Mlun,, US. Al
v R S1it,—In handing you our cheek for $1,301.24, in
{ull for balance 01 your contract fur building and enlarg.
ing our mill, wo w.ithout golicitat.on wish tu state, that
you have done your work {n & manuer highly salisfactory
, tothiscompany. The capacity which you staranteed at
2%, barnds wo find wunsiderobiy undor the aark, as
we arc at present making os er 300 barrely, snd the qual.
ity of the Hour is all that wecould wish for. Sowe of
our largest purchasers frankly tell us, it fs cqual to any
flour made in cither Minncsota or this province. The
yleld also we find very ratisfactory. We must alse bear
testimony to your plcasing and gentlumahly manner, and
i;our witllpgness at ali times to meet our Wishes. This
as made our bush.ess rotations plearant and we can hon.
cstly sav, that wo recomend you toany person, require-
Ing unything in the n W LullMiug or i furnishing dine.
Wishing you the success that straight desling merits, we
are Yours very truly,
THE FORTAGE MILLING CO.
Jas MacLenaghan, Managing Director

a certificate of northern grade. It is equally
casy to sce how this adulteration cannot be
done before the wheat leaves the Northwest,
for it would then be necessary to -import the
eastern admixture, and that would spoil all the
profit in the operation ; so that the whole ar.
rangement is o monopoly in the hands of the
castern man, and it scems like onc he will be
able to hold on to, so long as Northwestern
wheat exports pass through his hands, for it
would bo impossible to so amend our inspection
act that mixing and-adulterating could bhe put
anend to. If all this can be accomplished by
men who shelter their work under grades certi-
fied according to law, what o field for dis.
honesty there is for the man who does not
scruple to carry on his operations without a
legalized covering. In all this crookedness it
can Yo scen how the reputation of the North.
west as a grain country can be greatly damaged
in the markets of Europe, and it is equally
plain that the only cure for the evil is, to se.
cure a route to these European markets  with-
out passing our Pproducts through Eastern
Canada or the United States. In looking for
such o route our eyes instinctively turn north.
ward to the Hudson:s Bay :mtlct. ( J

THERE seems to be m:y number of grain men
engaged in “spying out the land” in Manitoba
this fal], and the probability is that our wheat,
barley, and even oats, will rcach markets dur-
ing the coming winter in which they never be.
fore figured. In barley therc is withont doubt
o famine in high grades in the hest United
States markets, and the samples shown there
so far are rarely up to the mark both in plump.
nessand color. Where the one is found the
other is sadly wanting, and many samples are
deficient in both. Color and weight can both
be secured in the Manitoba crop of thin year,
and where they are combined the raiser will
undoubtedly secure a good price. The inquiry
after our wheat is cqually keen, and it is gra-
dually forcing itself upon the winds of thoso
interested, that there will be a big shortage in
the supply of hard Fyfe wheat befors anothier
crop comes to harvest, In 1innesota and Da.-
Kota nothing approaching to half an averug-




