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The young mon picked up bis umibrclla and turned toward the dojor.
Faul could not suifer him to Icave im likc this, with îîo conception of the
magnitude of the crime lie hall committed.

IDoniot go yet," lie said. IlYou don't seem t0 realize thai tbis is 't very
serious malter. Do you know that ibis is noibing more nor less than a theit
yofl have committcd ?"

1I do not regard it ini that ligbî ai aIl," answcred Clîarley, wyith bis
band on the Iock oi tlîe door, oand, since you entertain that Opinion of me,
the less wc sc of each other in the future the botter. Oood nmoriiing'

The door slammed with a vicious sound, and Paul wvas alone.
He wvas already equipped for the strect, and lie bad liad enougb, more

tlian enough, oi lus rooms for the prescrnt. lie would go out. t "'as n
cheerless morning, and stilI too carly tu go anywberc, hie said tu lîimself.
To Paul aiiyichere generally menit Io lors. Vaughn's bouse, and to.ai wazi
bis meaning then. Stili, hie (ancied bie would fce better out of doors ; lie
could take a cup of collée at a restaurant and kili time sonxehow tilîlibe
could imagine it lote cnouglb tu cali on Kýitty. lic felt an overmastering
necd of sccing bier, and sceing bier as soon as possible. With bis olul
inethod;cal instinct, hie îuicked up the scattercd leaves of bis iuanuscrilit and
arranged themn in proper order. That consumed a litie time. Then lie
glanced bopefully at the dlock, but it was only a féew minutes past nine.
Ie was disappointed. He bad boped it was later. Stili, the clock migbt

be slow. Paul knew it wasn't, but hce glanced ai blis ivatcb. It hall run
down ; he bad flot wo:.. ' é te nigbt before. He did so now, and set it
by the dlock ; then bie thrust the Gu(hain Gazette i bis pocket. Lt might
help hisn to pass the time. He threw open the window, took one more
glance around the room, and ivent out.

The streets wcre muddy and disagrecablo, and a fine, misty rain was
falling. Stuyvcsant iook litile hecd ai it, but ivalked across the square
iimmcrsed in thougbt. He ivas trying tu explaiti Charley's extraordinary
attitude, but bie could find absolutely no explanation. Thle boy bad been
biîterly indignant ai the accusation, as indignant as bie could bave been if
hie were innocent, but ai course bis innocence uvas out or tbe question.
Apart from aIl tbe rest of tbe ovidence, apart from the tangible proof of the
picture, Cbarley admitted the fact that bie had bribed the concierge to allc>w
bim acceas 10 Mr. Sargent's apartments during tbat gentleman'b absence.
He hall admitted it, too, without a tincture of besitation or shame. To bc
sure, tbougb, ifl he were incapable ai remorse for the theft itslif, lie would
be equally callous as to the steps wbicb badl led 10 the crime. He rcmern-
bcred tbat Cbarley tbe day beforc, wben speaking cf Mr. Sargcnt's purchasE
ai tbe picture, bad been ver>' severe on a man wbo could find no better use
for bis money tban to buy a valuable work of art andi lock it up wberc no
one could se it. But surel>' tbis idea coulti fot have su wrougbr upon the
young artist as 10 convince bim tbat bie was tbereiorc justificti in 8teahing
the painting. Moral obliquity likc ibis was not tc, be met witb in nmen of
Charley's class and education. Yet on no otlier bypotbesis could l'au]
accounit foi the indignation, the scoru, and ai tbe saine time the brazen
assurance vrith whiCb hie bad rcpelled the. accusation of theft, vrhile admit-
ting that bie bad stolen tbe picture. Tbis perplexing problem bad been
viewad in ever>' possible light, many miry blocks bati been traverscd, a basty
cup of coffee bad been swallowed,-and fi was ten o'clock.

Stuyvcsanî stood on a strcct corner witb bis watcb in bis band, wondcr-
ing whctber hce could yet venture tu cali on Miss Vaughn.

C;HAPTER XIV.
.NIL PAUL MY3VESANT IlEADS TIIE «'GOTIAM GAZMrrE."

It stl Iackcd 8everal minutes cf bali-pasi lcn-suore minutes thon bie
carcd to count-wben Stuyvcsant stood on thbc aîeps of Nlrs. Vaugin's bouse
and pullet ie bail. He bati never before calIcti on Kitty at su carly an
haur, except by prcvious appointment, wben it liad been arr.ingcd tbat lie
wus tu bc bcr escort. on. some excursion dcmnanding a stant betimes. But
tbis unomning hae faIt an iînpce.ativc nacti of sceing the girl hce loveti. He
wanted the salace ofci e rcý,cnce, the comfort o! a few minutes conversa-
tion witb bier, after hi> long nigbî of aguny and i s vcry peculiar intervicw
witb Cbarley ai b thdo ai . He feit tbai hae coulti noi talk t lier on the
subject that tvas upjpcrmost in hizs thougbt.-, lie was dcîcrinincd tu work
oui bier broîher's salvation alone, if ibat wce possible, anti tilI the lasi.
moment hie 'would keep from tbe sister ait knowledge of tbe îcîniblc facts
bc bad discovcrcd. Blut be wanieti sec Ritty for anotbcr rcason. They
lud pantet in coolness tbe night bcfure, ant i bis was in itself no sligbt
addition to the burden hc was calîcti upon to bear. Ha cauild flot belicvc
tbal she was aniguy with bim stili; at any rate, a completa humiliation on bis
purt, anti tnstinteti apology, cvcn vwibot an cmplanation, would dotibtkss
scrvc tu smooth the matiar ovcr.

Whcn the servant opcned tbe door, hae inquireti for LâMiss Vaugbn.
Could bc sec hier 1

"Oh, yes, oi coursc ; shc was up) stairs now with 2Nr. Chotrles."
Ibis was an unexpcctcti cmbarrassment- Paul hiat no dcsirc tu inci

Charlky again, ai Icast not just ai present. Ile l-csitsîcd for a full minute,
and a vcry litile would havc tempîcti bim tu run away. Howcvcr, Stuy-
tesnies iras flot a shrinking nature, andtie a ecredth îb bouse, andi se-nt a
message 10 Miss Vaughn. IVould she sc him; alone for a (air minutes?

lie iras shown into Kitty's spccial rooma, thc samnc in whicli lic hllt
iraitecd foi lier un the p)roviauz day,-tbc saine in which lie liad waitcd fur
bui murc times than ha could reckon, though cvcry lime hati is own sirect
melauncs. The apariment iras full of rcmcembrance. of lier i he evidences
(4 the girl's dilettante art wre scaticreti aruund in 1pic.urcsquc conîfusion.

(To bde Confted.c)
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