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HOME AND FARM.

This department of THE Critic 1s devoted exclusively to the interesta of the Farmer
n the Maritime Provinces. Coutrflntions upon Agrdcultural taples, or that {n any way
relate to Farm life, are conllally invited.  Newsy notes of Parmem’ gatherings or
Grange meetings will be lwolnptly funerted. 1armers’ wivea and daughiters shonld niake
thia 5o;mmnent in THe CRITIC & medium for the exchange of {deas on such watters an
more directly affect them,

P

Tar 1x tie CitoxeN Housk,—It scems that tho value of tar is mot
sufliciently appreciated by poultry tirceders, for we ereldom either see it used
or its use advocated by writers on poultry matters. It can be used, with
most oxcollent results, in fumigating the poultry house, when through
neglect or inattention it becomos necessary to &)ut it through *quarantine,”
by burning some of it iv a suitablo vessel, and then closing the doors and
windows of the house to confine the fumes and smoke as much as possible.
1t is sure to purify tho house. Tar is very oflensive to insccts which worry
the poultry and infest the poultiy houses, Whitewnsh does not seem to
keep them away, especially tho *‘ mites,” which are so troublesome, aud
recourse wmust bo had to somo other substance. Just here tar is very
valuable. Take an old kettle which is of no use for other purposes, put in
some good tar, and heat it until it is thin aud hot, then. with whitewash
brush, brash into all the cracks and crevicus where the insects * most do
congregato,” and they will start off, instsuter, for the seashore or some
other more congenial abode. Treat the perches and roosting benchies to a
dose of the same. When pounltry cholera makes its appearance, if you
thoroughly cleanso the houseaud treat it as above with tar, 1t will generally
prevent the spread of the disease.—Poultry Journal.

Horss us CATTLE.—*'* A pair of beautifully carved, very sharp horus”
no doubt sat ol a bovine and add to its appearance very much ; and if the
bovine woull only keep theso ornameuts for show, there would not ho a
word to eay against them. Years ago the human dandies carried bright,
sharp, gilded and jewelod swords and daggera about with them, and many a
bloody death happened iu consequence uantil the law forbade the practice
and made it a ctime.  Even now the practice of carrying deadly weapons
causes many murders every year and untold unhappiness and misery and
crime. If a reasoning man cinnot be trusted with a deadly weapon, why
should an unreasoning, headstrong and irritable “ Lovine” be so trusted.
When I saw a pet Devon heifer with a pair of the prettiest waxy, curvel
horns attack my wife at an unguarded moment and throw her down and
thrust a horn clear through her clothing, barely escaping impaling her
through the body, I becamo an advocate of dishorning all the calves, and
since then, 16 years ago, have been continually writing to urge the removal
of the horns {rom calves when it can be dono with the least psin. Now
after so many yoars, tho biead I have been casting ou the waters is returning,
and perhaps the general dishorning of cattle may be accomplished in yood
time.~— Henry Stuart in the Rural New Yorler.

The effect of frost on corn is a point that we wish our experiment
stations would investigato this fall. Vo have known of many crops of fisld
corn that wero badly frost bitten, so much so ns to be practically ruined in
the general opimwon.  But they were promptly cut up at the bottom and the
oars and stalks toguther were imwmediately put in silos. In some cases the
ensilsge was eagerly consunmed 10 the winter by all kinds of stock 1nd with
only good effect. This is a good deal better than allowing a frost-bitten
corn crop to go to waste, and being so discourasged by the occurrence us to
sell out the farm at a sacrifice and clear out, as at least one farmer did who
didn't take an agricultural paper and wasn't posted about the silo system.
Experiment stations ought to bo ablo to help us a good deal in teaching us
to utilize frost-bitten crops.— Farm and IHome. :

Mrxping A Cow's Brokrs Lkc.—It isa question whether the brohen
leg of a horse or cow can he made uscful. Tho veterinary surgeon who
was called after ay accident of that kiud 1o oue of my cows, give no hope,
aud he is considered onme of tho best in Boston. The aniwal in question
broke the shank of the fore leg just above the ankle, It was set by the
village doctor with splints, and the Boston vetarinary surgeon said he could
not better it. She was slung in a ccmmon horse sling, but with pullics, so that
the ropes played with each movement, thus saving chafing and other discom-
forts. Great caro was taken to keep the camvas support smooth, and a
thorough grooming was given cvery day. The floor of the box was so
arranged that partinl support could bo had from the three sound legs, but
the broken one could not touch

Sho was in full milk, having just calved, and did not fall off at any
time, but rather gained toward the end of her confinement. I fed four
quarts of ground oats, four of shorts, A peck of apples, and as much hay as
was wanted the last two weeks, in additiun to two quarts of Indian mecal.
Four weeks after tho accident the swelling had nearly disappeired, the
broked bone had regaived its position, but little if suy univn had taken
place. We then put the leg in a plaster cast and gavo a pint of houe meal
per day to halp the sccretion of bone matter  To day, a little over 11 weeks
since the accident, the cow iv standiug in her box on four lege, well and
hearty. The shatk, although larger than the others, soams strong, aud there
is no reason why it may not be as useful as the others, The doctor who sot
the leg, and those wha taok care of it, had no expericnce in such cases, and
thers could not thernfore have been exorcisod eapecial akill or care.—7'. &S.
Cunningham, Worcester County, Mass.

_BuxBLe Bikes,—-Maurice Thompson, state geologist of Indians, and
chiof of the departmont of natural history in thst state, well-known as a
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ing iucident : * I made a good old farmor call mea ¢ crank’ tho other duy,
when I told him tho reason his clover fields have failed to bear as much seed
as they formerly did. ¢ You don't allow thoe bumble hoe to ho killed on
your farm, do you ?' I nsked, ¢ Yey, air, I do, ho eried, * { make my boya
turn up ovory plagued nost of. them.” *So [ supposed,’ 1 roplied. * And
that is why your clover scod fuils you. Dumble hoos make your clover
seed.’ ¢ You're a crank I' he oxclaimod, and looked at me as if ho thought
I was a fit subject for the lunatic asylum. And yet it is a fact that a strong
nest of bumbloe bees in a big clover fisld, is worth twenty dollars to the
owner ; for those insccts are tho chiof agonts iu fertilizing the blossoms,
thoroby insuring a hoeavy crop of sced.”

Bofore tho time of canning and presoivation of fruits und berries by air-
tight scaling thero wus no bottor way of saving material for sauces and pies
thau by dryiwy.

Hucklebetrios, applos and pumpking wero most commonly prepared in
this way, and, like nll houschold tasks, this was done with varying degrees of
neatness and skill, I[a the early full it was and is yel a fawmilinr sight to xce
whito cloths spread upon Loards, barrels, old tables, shed roofs, and overy
available space covered with sliced apple. TFrames filled with larger picces
strung upon twine are set against the sunny side of the kitchon ell, and the
lengthening ovenings are spent in paring for the next day’s drying. .
writer in The Record recently soid :

“The proper method of drying fruit has well-nigh become a lost art,
thanks to the iuvention of the solf-zealing .an, but now that the popular
caprice has set in in its favor, it must be revived. Good dried fruit 13
infinitely better than the fuctory-made preserves, and it undoubtedly felf
into disuse from the careless and slovenly manner in which it was prepared,
Homo mado proaerves, pickles, jellies, etc., have always found ready Salo at
good prices.  Why should not home dried fruit. rank with them? But the
work must be properly done. Good, ripe fruit must always he used, and
must bo dried quickly lest it be tough and dark colored.”

The despised dried apple suflers as much from popular ridicule as the
haked bean, yet both hold their plice as domestic staples. The anmo dried
apple discolored by long exposure to the air and the prey of kitchen flics iy
not to be compared with fruit dried in a patent evaporator, and the laner
has n much higher market value.

Every housekeepor is familiar with the old method of drying by
exposure to the sun or to the heat of the oven, but not everyons knows that
swall evaporators are now made cheap and practical, and with one of thess
the surplus fruit can be saved for home use or for a ready sale, baing
prefurablo to the sulphur bleached evaporated fruit of the large establish
ments. A nice way is to boil fruit for a fow minutes in a rich syrup before
drying. Faocy fruits for desserts can be prepared in this way, and will be
welcome when fresh frait cannot be obtained. They should be packed in
small boxes, with thin paper betweon the layers and on the top. Some
enterprising woman should experiment with dried fruits and see if she e
not build up s profitable hnsinesa.—Neww England Farmer.

Foud values as given in tabulated statements aro very misleading.  [lake
the caso of mangolds; the anaiysis does not show a high value, yu
cxperionce proves thom of cxceptional value, especially to uulch cows. it
is possiblo to plece an amount of uvutrition in a gallon that should lust s
animal a week, but the cow, if fed on nothing clse, will inevitably die ¢f
starvation. The stomach of an animal must be distended to a certun
extent in order to induce a mechanicul action of a thorough nature o
characler, and many other conditions affect the value of a food beside i
chemical composition.

Woe extract tho above from the New England Farmer, it hintsat a truth,
perceptible in other directions as well as in cattlo foeding. The value of
scientific methods is immense, but tho world, just boginning to be receptuv,
is, a3 in all new movements, apt to beromewhat too tuch so.  The nostruws
of doctors, some of them omineut men, under the scientific impulse, hare
beeu of Inte yours so bewildering that wervous people have been wals
almost afraid to eat or drink anything beyond bread and water.—Ep, Cruzi

By late mail we have a copy of the list of premiums offered by ke
Yarmouth County Agricultural Society Exhibition, to bo held at Yarmouts,
October 6th and 7th next.

This society has held its annual exhibition for the past 19 vears, ard
has sided largely to improve tho breeds of cattie and other live stock in the
County ; theso being a large number of fino thoroughbred cattlo owned by
the furmers, which enable them to show an exhibit of butter equal to thebes

The farmers have heen encouraged to vie with each other in adopting
machinery and improved methods of farming.

The wanufacturer has been encouraged to erect the factory and mill, anl
is aiding to provide a market for commodities from the farm, while thy
furnish implements and goods at lowest possible cost. Tho amount d
promivms offered, $2,000, 13 as large as at any other County Exhibitionn
the Province, and the prize list contains & premium for many articles 28
manufactured in, but used by the citizons of Yarmouth, The manufsctutes|
and producers of the piovinces are invited to attend the exhibition ad
competo for the prizes.  For further particulars write o

TroMmas 3. Crosny, Secretary.

A CARD

To all who are suffering fromn the errors and indiscretions of youth, nervous weakae
eatly decay, Jom of mankood, etc., I will send a recipe that will cure you, FREE O

literary and scientific writer, 1olates in a recent report the following interest-

CI{AKG}-{ Thin great remedy waa discovered by & missionary in South America Sl
a self-addrensed envelope to the Ruv. Josxrn T. INuay, Sation D, New York (¥t



