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moment with a cigarette. who did not even
ask tho aspirant for oflico to take a chair,
but curtly mformed bim that the President
could not seo crerybody. ‘The Act bLeing
passed, tho Bonrd hns entered into the pos:
sassion of patronago, and is now in the en-
joyment of a golden opportunity. The
recommendation  that tue apprintments
should bo conferred upon men of high socinl
status, and a turn of mind indicativejof in-
dependence and impartiality has not Leen
lost, but it is an open queation whether ofli:
cers of tho Royal Navy have or have not that
peculinr knowledge of our mercantilo marine
which is called oxperience, or whother the
merchant servico itself would nnt boat sup*
ply tho men who are wanted for one year to
aid and abet the determination of the coun.
try in protecling our corumerco from tho
many ovils which have resulted in making
this Act & stern necessity.  \Wo understand
that Mr. Digby-Murray, of the Board of
Trade, haa been constituted the oflicint head
of the newly-created branch of the Board of
Trade Department, to whose manipulation
the working of the povers newly conferred
has been confided, and under ;whom, wo
trust, tho new blood will not be permitted
to destroy, by tho vigour of its circulation,
the body for whose Dbenefit it has been im-*
ported. ‘Time will show whether the Act
will bear any othier fruit than patronaye, but
a8 & mattor of course that is tho first fruit,
and it is wonderful liow preternaturally ripo
that fruit appears, considering how lato and
how hastily the treo was planted.” ¢

[ ——

Tui following puaragraph from Frase’s
Magozine shews the light in which the pri-
mary duty of every subject ol tho Stato is
viewed in Great Britain., . There must surely
be a woeful lapse of historical knowledge
amongst people generally, so keen to ap:
preciste national excelloncies, and amongst
whom obligatory military service only ceased
on the accession of tho House of lanover.
In thelaswless aaysf)f Jaues Il every county
or shire bad its militin regiment; unlucky
MoxmeuTn experienced 4 the, promptitude
with which they could be assembled—the
succession of & fureiyn dynasty by the m*
trigues of the putriotic Whigs disarmed the
Logli-l peoplo—and to this day, whenever
that party is predominant in her councils,
she is made naked to ber shame amongst
her enemies :

‘¢ [s ganeral obligation to military service
something entirely new, ecither to the'world
wn general or to this island in particular ? or
rather, is it not simply something very old
under 8 new oxterior—a renaissance of the
old feudal and municipal system out of
which our modern civilization has developed
itsell? The renowned Euglish bowmen who
faught ot Creov and Poiticrs wero ool a whit
mora voluv ceers than were the Pomeranians
or Sixous sho fought at Gravelotto and Se+
dan; nor wero the’ in any respect inferior
a3 goldiers to the Br..oa infantry whofought
at Busaco, Vittoria, °nid Waterloo, and had
been brought into the ranks through tho
sgency of money and beer. This feudal
system was no doubt incouvenient to kings
and princes, who could only then bring a
forco into the field when the nobles and
burgesses brcught them men ani money.
firnduaily. and after long and severe strug:
gles, the royal supremacy was established,
mainly by the aid of hired soldiers, who
were frequently foreign merconaries, and
partly also by that of tho great towns aund
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cities, which in their tura wore gradually
deprived of their independoence in propor®
tion ns they thomeelves negleoted tho privie
lego and duty of personally lighting their
own battles, and transferred both to hired
mercenaries,  Un the break-up of tho feudal |
system thers followed what is known to,
military students as tho Condottieri period, .
when, especintly in Italy, the cradle of all
modern municipal institutions, theso bired
forces frequently fought sham battles tith .
each other, and rold for ready money the .
interests they had beon hired to defond, |
And it was during this period that the
grouid was prepared rod the foundation |
laid for standing armies which depended
vhiolly on the roysl authority. What lay
historinng call ** bieaking tho power of the
nobles’” means, for the military man, the
transition from thoe okl systein of territorinl
and national forces thhrough the Condottieri
period to the plan of maintaining standing
armies of galdicrs, whoso services were pur:
chased in detail from each individual recrust
instead of en bloc from o wilitary {mpresario.

Tue Pall Mall Guzelle gives the fullowing
dsecription of the new projectile, Professor
Anne's waler shell used, with such effect in
the exporiments at Dartmoor:

“The Ywater-shell.’ which is being experi
mented with at Okehampton,is a sufliciently
ingenious novelty to merit some notice,
quito apart from the success which it scems
to have achieved. [Ibis shell, which was
first brought forward, wo believe, in 1872,
was proposed by DProtessor Abel, with a
view to utilising common shell as shrapnel
upon occasion— the idea depending simply
upon the transtmssion in all directions by
the incompressible,or only slightly enmpres:
sible medium, water, of tho force suddenly
developed by detonation. With this view

heo following arrangemnent was suggested
Ly Professor Abel, and hns veen andopted in
tho shells now under trial. A small cylin
der, containing {rom a quarter to halfaun
ounce of dry compressed gun‘cotton is at

tached to the fuse (which may be m:de to
act to time or on percussion) ; the upper
end of the cylinder (or the buse of the tuze,
a8 may be most convenient) containsasmall
chargo of fulminate of mercury. The shell
an ordinary common shell is used—is com:*
pletely filled with water.and the fuze with the
gun-cotton cyhinder and detonating charge,is
msortcd and firmly fixed by screwing the
fuzo into tho fuze-hele. On the fuze acting,
the detonation of the gun-cotton is cffected
by the small charge of fulminate ; and the
forcs thus developed is transmitted through
the water with results,so far as the bursting
of the shell goes,which appear to be exceed*
ingly satisfactory. Whethier a water-shell
could ever effectively tako the place of a
good shrapnel is a point which, perbaps,
adomuts of some difference of opinion, and
which can never be satisfactorily solved ex:
cept by exbiausuve and carelui oxperiments.
Wo are disposed to think that no such
results can bo looked for; for the dcuble
reason that the disruptive torce suflicient to
burst 2 common shell must always boe sufli-
cient, however established and however com:
municated to the difterent parts of the pro-
jectile, to cause a lateral dispersion of the
fragments which must prove un{avourable
to the production of really good shrapnel
effecta—a result which in a nifleshell would
no doubt bo nggravated by the centrifugal
forco tending to throiw off the released
fragments ; and secondly, beciuse the frag:
ments themselves will be of an irregular
form, less favourable to sustained velocity

and deficiont in specific gravity as compz.od
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'wilh leaden bullets. In other wordh thx_\t

artillerists call the margin of permissible
orror, of this shell must be smuall. Wo aro
disposed, therofore, to anticipate that »
water-shell will never really become an efli-
cient substitute for n shrapnel, though the

.general introduction of range-finders would

tond groatly to dimin'sh the difficulties at-
tending the effectivo uso of a  projectile
which must depend so largely for its results
upon tho accuracy of tho praclice and the
precision with which tho shell is busst in
relation Lo the o' ject fired at, Bat it seoms
indisputable, after tho reeults which have
been uacheived at Okehamton,that Professar
Abel's clever suggestion may possess many
valuable applications, aod that upon ocea:
sion o water'sholl may prove n very usoful
substitute for shrapnel, It is clerrly an ad:
vantage to have a projaclilo which ¢ upon
an emergency bo used ina double capacity
~—if only tho idea bo not ridden too hard, us
it was in Sir William Armstrong's segment
shell; and it will certainly occur to most
artillerymen who now read of the success of
this shell for the first time to inquire why,
if it was brought forward three years ago, it
has not b. en heard off bofore. Perhaps in-
quiry may be profitably extended a little
further; and may seek to establish far tho
public advantago whether there chanco to
beauy other meritorious or promising inven:
tions in war material swhich during the past
few years of what may, by comparison, be
called experimental stagnation, have been
languishing in tho pigeon-holes of the War
office. If so,we trust that General Campbell
will signalise his advent tooftico by unearth:
ing them, and by resuming samething of
the nctivity 13 experimental inquiry which
characterised this country a fow years ago,
and which s simply indispensible if wo aro
to retain our position in regard to our mate*
rial of war. Perhaps we may regard tho
very valuablo Okehamton experiments as
an edarnest of such resumed activity. At
any vate, it is quite certain that these exper
riments will eolve many vexed questions in
regard to the use.of field artillery ; and, in-
dependently of their immedite practical
results, they aro likely to be eminently
useful in exciting or sustaining an interest
among professional artillensts in regard to
matters specitlly pertaining to their craft.

“Prussia hag recently concluded fresh
wmilitary conventions with the Grand Duchy
of Saxe-Weinar, tho Duchy of Sixe-Meinin-
gen, Saxe'Coburg Gotha, Saxe-Altenbury,
and Anbalt, and the Principalities of Sch-
warzburg-Sondershausen, Schwarzburg-Ru*
dolstadt, Reuss the older anl Reuss the
younger, Lippe‘Detmold, and Lippa-Sch®
sumburg, by virtue of which the princes of
those countries cedo the command of their
military forces to tho King of Prussia and
allow their contingents to cintinue amalga’
mated with the Prussian Army. A novel
fenture in the new conventions in the stipa:
lation introduced on the part of Prussia that
military officers stationed in the said coun-
tries shall enjoy perfect immunity from local
taxation of every description, except what
attaches to real propeity of which they may
be possessed.”

‘The foregoing paragraph will shew what «
rope of sand vinds the German Impire to -
gether, and the anxiety, as well as cnergy
dispiayed by Prixce Brzuarck in trying to
stamp out ultra montain influence west of
‘ho Rhino—but tho old rhyming proverb

may again come into use:

**Tho Popg, the devil, and the Russ,
Agaln ln Uermany are toove .



