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THIs1 OF CENTRALFIRE REVOLVERS.

—,

Jn Gaturday o trial was made in tho cov-|’

«i2a rifle-ground at the Crystal Palace of
1 proved Colt's rovolvers, the improvement
.2'ng ono which haslong been desired, sad
avich hog been under the consideration of
nventors for two or threo years. Since the

six-chambor “Colt” was first introduced to
tL. notice of Englishmen at the Great Ex-
hilition of 1851 it has maintsined its supre.
macy as an accurate shooter,  though the
name of its rivals islegion. DButit has been
- irpassed by all of them in mechanical
adaptabilty and handiness use; and it was
. 1adangerous wey of being graduslly super-
cded and rendered obsolete, till the plan of
naking it a ceniral-fire pistol was perfected.
The old revolver, made on the ordinary ca
and nipple pattern, which was genoral wit
fire-arms of every kind before the system of
breechloading began rapidly to tend towards
the universal adoption of central-fire cart
ridges, can at a cost of 20s be converted  to
the new and a?proved form. ‘Chere aro
about 17,000 Colt's revolvers in theservice of
English Government; and itis therefore of
some national importance whether, instead
of re-arming our men, it would not be wiser
to imgrovo the weapons with which they are
already provided. With those weapons it
is perfectly well known that better practico
can be made, at a greater number of paces,
than with any other kind of revolving pistol.
In thametter of rapidity some of the repeat-
ing brocchloaders may appear still 1o havo
aa advantage over tho * Colt,” even in its
improved shape. But tho merits in this
respoct are balanced by the foility with
which exploded cartridges aro ejocted from
the new central fire pistol bearing the re-
doubtable American colonel’s name, Itis
an unquestionatle recommendation of the
improved * Colt” that its emty cartridges
can bereadly gotrid of, in tho simplest man-
ner, without aid of the lever ramrod. 1his
appliance is used in loading just as-it was
used with the capped chambers of the old.
fashioned pistol. That is to say, the cen-
tralfire cartridge is not inserted at tho
brezch of the chamber, but is rammed
home; and the pistol is then discharged in
tho usual way. ‘The empty shells aro re.
moved by cocking and snapping the Lam-
mer, an opperation which, with a little prac.
tice, can bo performed in an astonishingly
short space of time. Another valuable
quality of the improved pistol orof its am-
munition rather, i3 the saving of the me-
tallic cases or shells, which can be reloadod
again and again. An interchangeable nip-
plo cylinder is supplied with these pistols,
which can thus be loaded with loose pow-
der apd ball, a_matter of no small mpor-
1iance in countries where made-up ammuni-
tion is not easily procurable. The trials on
Saturday were, without the smallest excep-
tion, satisfactory. So far from accuracy

and penetration having suffored by the]

chango of cariridge and the addition of the

extracting apparatus, it was found that, if

anything, tho pistols were improved in

theso respects, ns they are unquestionnbly

:’improve in nll others.—Zelegraph ( Lon-
on).

ho workmen in averhauling the old fort
at 8t. Augustine, Fla., recently, discovered
several subterranean cells, each of which
contained a long iron upright box anda
human skeleton mn irons.” It is supposed
that these were refactory Spanish soldiers,
or perhaps risoners of war, who were in-
carcera in these sweat-boxes and left
thero to dic hundreds of years ago.

A NEW GERMAN PORT,

Tho opening of & Prussian naval harbour
in tho North Sea has excited nolittlojenlousy
in Russin, and tho newspapers of St. Peters-

burg express great alarm ot the increasing
powor of their German neighbour. A re

ma ... orticle on this subject appoars in
tho Goloss of tho 1st inst, ** Aftor seizing
Kiel and tho Bay of Iakde,” it says, ¢ Prus.
sia has constructed in that Bay the naval
port of Hoppens, and thus at once bocomes
a Naval Power and a dengerous rival to us
in the Baltic. When the canal between tho
Baltic and the North Sea, the construction of
which is already seriously contemplated at
Berlin, is completed, the naval power of
Prussia, which formerly only oxisted in the
dreams of Prussian patriots, will become an
accomplishod fact.”! The Goloss, nfter ac.
cusing Prussia of false dealing in her rola-
tions with Russin, proceeds: *Our com.
mercial logislation has been such that if the
Prussian Minister of Commerce had been
asked for his advicohe could not have in-
vented anything more advantageous for
Prussian interests. Tho sliding scale of
Customs tariffs which has been rocently
abolished, and the obstacles created by our
bureawcracy, have drawn mearly all the
Northern maritime commerce into Prussian
harbours. Tho Crimean war, and tho con-
struction of our railway-communication
between our Western Provinces and Konigs-
burg, have made that port theheadquarters
of our Northern trade. . . . Moreove:,
the mercantile marine of North Germany in-
creases yearly, while merchant ships under
tho Russinn flag are scarcely ever soen on
foreign woters.”” -*If France,”” the Golose
signiticantly adds, ¢ does not think proper
to put a stop to Prussian impotuosity, that
power will m n few years absorb tho whole
of Germany, or, in other words, becomo the
arbiter of Europe.”

BRITISH SUCJECTS.

The law at present declares as British
subjects all persons of British parentage
born abroad, down ive suppose, to the latest
generations, Is thero anything so prepost-
erous as to meet a French youth who has
never seen Engjand, and who knows not a
word of English an English:nnn, simply be-
cause his great grandfather was a British
subject? The Royal Commissioners pro-
pose that the transmission of British nation-
ality in families settled abroad shall hence-
forth be limited to the first generation, and
more specifically, that every child born out
of the dominion of the Crown, whoso father
! at the time of the birth was a British subject
{ shall be regarded by British law as by birth
! 2 British subject, provided the father were
t born within the dominion of the Crown, but
'not otherwise. But that any such person
who, according to tho law of a foreign coun-
try is a subject or citzen of that country,
and who has never exercised or claimed any
right or priviloge as a British subject
should, in the administration of British
criminal law, betreated ase - joct of tho
country in which ho was "omn. In other
words, wo still claim the son of a British
subject, but we will not undertake to pro-
te5t him against any misdeeds he may com-
mit in the country in which he is born and
whero he lives. Sut what will be the use to
him of his British nationality under such
circumstances? Such an anomalous posi
tion is certain to entail troubles. Lot the
samorules which havo boen suggested as
regarded the nationality of the parents re-
gulate tho nationality of tho child, and tho

difficulty, if anywhere will bo greaqly
diminished. Lot a obild of a British fathe
born in a foreign country within ten year
of his residonce therain, be accounieq
British; and a child of » Britisk father, bop,
ftor ho resided for ten yoars out of th
ominion of tko Crown, or after ho has pe.
omo naturalised in a foreign country, b
considered an alion.—Saint Pawls.

It seems that the order for the seizure of
tha Spanish gunboats emanated from lugy
official sources, and that Marshal Barlow iy
only doing as howas told. It entails nolog
upon tho contractors engaged in either cop.
structing tho hulls of thovessols or making
the machinery. ‘Tho Spanish Governmeng
has been most liberal, even lavish in tts (.
burscments. A million doilars in gold ar.
rived in New York some two months ago, i
tho hands of a trusted emissary, to pay tte
instullments agreed upon as the work pro.
rossed. According-to this contract §40).

have been paid ovor every twenty days
during progress, which sum fully indemnate
the contractors for the work done up to i
present moment, so that no feeling of pecy.
niary Yoss comes on to mar tho higher fee)
ing inherentn the breasts of all Ameriey
citizens at seeing that an undertaking, de
signed to overthrow or crush the aspirations
and struggles of a brave people after liberyy,
has been brought to naught. ‘The contrag
for arming these vessels was held Ly a fim
at Cold Springs, but to all inquiries whetbe
the seizure of the war material then ready
and in course of preparation for the arming
of the vessels was included in the order fo;
the seizure of the vessels themselves, it w;s
impossible to got a positive roply. The
Spanish authorities are so crestfallen ani
cast down as the opposing Junts are jubilant
and elated.—Boston Post.

The Broad A:row savs the second report
of the Courts-Martial Commissioners, now
before tho public, recommendsa veryin
portentreform. Henceforth the practice of
reassembling the court to consider the ver
dict and sentonce is Lo be discontinued, and
the findingis tobe at once announcedin
open court. If the verdict be ¢ Not guilty,’
the prisoneris to be immediately discharged;
if ¢ CGuilty,” however, it is not to take effec;
until confirmed by the confirming officer,
who will bo empoiwered to mitigate or com:
mute the sentence, but not to increaseiL
Tho Commissioners further propose tha
“paper interrogatories” shall bo dispensed
with whenever the seorvices of a shorthand
writer can be procured. Tho Mutiny Act
and the Articles of War are to bo redrwm
and simplified—n reform which has bee
long feltto be desirable, but which ha
always been postponed in order toaved
discussions in Parlinment upon the prevog
tives of the Crown, and the respectiveas
thority of the Horse Guards and the Wa
Office. Somo minor recommendationsare
contsined in the report to whioh wo msy
rofer bereafter.

It is related of Mouravieft, the famow
Russian general, that once when in com
mand of a canip, having discovered an 3l
armingdiminution in his candles, and having
detected tbirteen Cossacks in the act of
stealing them, ho adopted a novel nethol
of curing their theiving propensity. At
mghtfall thie Cossacks were ranged in froct
of tho general’s tent, stripped stark nsked,
compelled tostand erect, with thewr heu
throvn back, and obliged to uso thet
mouth for candlesticks. By tho glare o
the lighted candles so held, the genenl
and his staff indulged in their grog, andib
wholo army was permitted to see tho lndt

cious sight-and chaff the poor candles ticks



