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"WHITHER% ARE WE DRIF'TING?"

l'o the flhatcr l'rtZi terian, RevjCtL'.

Sm a, -Suîîîe ai yoîîr cornespondents arc asking wlîy
provision lis beeîî umade ini the I>rcsbyteriaii Book ai
Fraise for closmig the îyiiis wît!u Amien. Sa far tlîey ail
speak of it as a wcak iiintat.on ai thîe Anglican Cliuircli. I
have belore nie the lyiîîiial of tie Preblhyteriau Clîurclî
(Northi) ai thme Uniited States, thec I lyninal (P ratt) adoptcd
b>' the United Presbyteriaii, Free, anîd Kirk ai Scotlaiid;
the Clîuirchl'tPaise af the ilrestbyteriaii C'nircli ai Englaind,
andl used also lin thîe Amîstraliau llrebyteri.-n Clitirel ; thec
Iloine anîd Sclîool lyinal of the Free Clîurch oi Scotlaiîd;
the llyiîinal used by the Cungregational Clîurclîes in
Britain, anîd otliers ai oiier deîuoiîîinations, anîd cvery anc
of tiiese closes thie îytiiîîs witlî Amlen. %Vould it be seemily
au the part ai tlhe lreshytcrian Clîurch iin Canmada, in thîe
praises ai the saîîctuary, ta cut itseli off front tie goodly
fellowsliip ai sucu chutrcluesi %Vly daes Il Coveiuaiter I
close lus prayers witlî Amiiemi ? If lie lias not forgotten bis
Cateclîisîîî, lie wîll tell in it is Ilin testiîîuony ai lus desire,
anud assurance t:> br licard lie says, Aien." Mias lie no
assuranîce ta lie lîcard %%lieni lie praises God, and tlîereiore
dccnîs it weak and iionseuisical ta close his lîyn af praise
witlî Amîen ? Evemi Covenamiter nitust have noticed tlîat
aliiost iiivarial tl-à' ascril)tiaus ai liraise anud glory ta God
in li dc epistJes ,iinJ îîvrk aofeeata arc closed wih
Amîeni. Thle P'resl> ueriaîu Cîmurcli errs in goad conîpany
wlieiî it errs witlî P'aul anîd Peter anîd John and the Clîurch
in glury. It is sincercly ta be liauied tlîat Aîîîen ini the
New l>resbyterin look, of Praise will lîelp ta, briuîg befone
aIl aur congrcgatiaiis the lîreciaus tact tlîat aur hyrnns are
iargely hîrayere presented to God iii saîîg, anid tuat ini sing-,
ing tiiei we lîresent tlîelîî Il ini testimony ai aur desire, anîd
assuranice ta lie licard anid %vc tlierclore sa>', Amien.''

X'ours, etc., ,
Cos'sis"'..cy'.

DEARu SIR, 1 bave been quite interested ini the letters
regarding the New Book of I>raise wlîich have appeared
in the ".wa."That B3ook ai Praise serves a two-
fold puirpase. It opens a door for the mani with objec-
tions in luis nature ta give expression ta them. le can
eitlier abject ta something in the '.laok, or somethingil
not in the book, but which should be, and alsa, in thlîe
breadtb ai bis sympathy wvith objections, ta abject on'
general principles. For example IlCovenanter"I objects'
ta sitting in prayer with bowed liead, as wiel af ta
singing Il Amen Ilat the close af the hymn. In imagina. e'
tion I took a peep imita «« Covenanters" bIorne, and was'
s ocked ta find that more than half the prayers he
offered un tlîat nîast sacred ai aIl circles wvere offéred in
the sitting poaiture. 1 saw himt and bis family gather
around tueur frugal board, and be asked God's blessing
in a prayer ai sorte length upon theit food. Horrible
ta relnte tbey were ail sitting ! Then at the close at
.,omne lengtlu be returned tbanks again, ail sitting. Of
course if IlCovenanter " and his family were reverently
ta stand arousîd the table while the biessing wans asýked,
tiîat would bc "«a weak imitation ai Anglican practices,"
sa ta get away iromi cverything which savors ai the
Anglican wvay ai doing things hie gaes crashing tbrougb
bis own thearies ai seemliness and reverence in bis
approacb ta God in prayer. I hope ' Covenanter"I wiIl
adolit the Anglican practice af revererutly standing in
prayer at the blessing asked on the daiiy bread.

1 nn a1 loyal Presbyterian, aInd so try very hard to
niake myseif believe that wc used ta bave thc truc purity
oi wvorsbip in the service ai the sanctuary. But whcn I
rend in one ai the Epistles about the people saying
Amen in the service, 1 wonder who introduced tbe
doasire and forbade ai congregational prayers such a!-
the eariy cluurcb had-orbade even the sayung ai Amnen
nt the close. What General Assembly (I sbould rather
ask wvbat Apostle> Jetenumned that ail praying in the
service ai the sanctuary sbouid be soi.o PRA% s-,; ? Is
solo praying more tOI be commendcd than solo singing.
If it is ta edîfucation for anc good man ta thank and
praise God in prayer, ail the congregatian iollawing in
silent tbouglit, wherc is the sin in another good mian
giving tbanks and offering praise ta Gad in sang ail thejcangregation ioilowmrug in silent tbought.

is it flot safe to follow David in matters af this kind?
1 turn to the Ilsalnis andi fisid tîtat a nunilher af thieni
were intended ta be sung as solos by the leader of the
service of sacred song. Otlîerwise, wlîat rncans" I1lear
this aIl ye people Il nt the beginning of the Icithî, and
IlGive en- 0 niy people I as the opening wvards af the
78th ? 0f ail nmen the psalnî singer should he .onsis-
tent and admit tlat solo singing is cntunently scriptural
for David lumseli practised it. Believe me, dear 1-diîtîr,
one who tries to be scriptural and consitent, and a

CONSCIENCE.

For Va'. Revit.

Conscience is tlîat fiiculty ofth Ui md by wlîich we
reali.C we arc under mioral law. It is siot ail arbiter af
action ilor a judge of riglit and wronig. lIs office is fui-
fillel lin asserting reslpoinibility -nid obligation. A rule of
conduct is îlot a inatter af conscienîce-. 'l'ie constraiiiing
power of conscience is to choose to do riglit. We bear ini
aur actions, thauglitless or considcrate, muil responsibility ta
the perIfect law and tlis obligation conscience discloses.
Our thoughts, clijes, and intentions takec their nmoral
cliaracter front the sensu of Ouglitniess tliat arises lin the
mmlid ta fullil the wlîole law. 'O exciiiplify ini condîict
the knowk'dge af its rcquîtrcmeîcits. %Werc coniscietice ail
arbiter ai action cvery iniîsjudguieiit would lie a tutu uito
lîimself, anîd conscience as iîiy sided as opinions oaini-
kitnd; unstil conscience asserîs itself there is nu teaclinig riglit
and wrong. It does not aris iii cvery iiid mînder the
saine conîditions, nor at any certain age îîar under siiecial
training, but onîce it lias arisemi lufe ever aftcrwards assumnes
a seriaus nature and ni) tîînkir g caoi duspel its presenice,
nor lessen its imiperative oughi. Conscience is anc aand the
'sanie ini ail ininds as a disclosing facuhty.

'1ro say tliat conscience coimîdenisis or apjmrovcs of our
individual actions is to I)eify a facult>', is ta niake Tuait a1
prime lawgivcr ta hiiself, is ta destroy îîniversality of riglît
conduct and leave cvery mn ta tie satisfaction of lus awMi
judginent. This is a r. )pular view, b)ut in its ultiniate
resolution conscience beconies the caiwvetî:(rnce of stelli
vacillation. l'he conduct ai one it will allirm, tie conduct

f aniotlier condenmn in the like act. Paul prsccted the
liristians and bclieved lie was doing (Xxl's service. satis-

action caîine front folloiving the cniniands of the Iaw-
,conîscience was alive ini Paul liefore lus conversion ; lie was
luioder thîe imperative oug/d but the ride of bis liu was less
timan the perfect law lie aitcrwards leariicd and fiouwed.
Knaowledge af the perfect rulc ai condîîct briligs witdî it
increased individual respoîîsibility.

1 Iecauise ai the disci. :surcs of conscience it is impossible
*to tlîiîk ouglîtness out af cîmoices, actions, orn intentions.
Conscience tlîus imposiiîg obligation ta live iii) ta the
highest standards ai riglîtness and knawlcdgc af thîe perfect
Iaw bcing acquircd tliere is 11o escape frint responsibility.

l'le great question tiien is, what is the perfect iaw?
A conuparison of ail sYstcnîs ai marais staliiups the ctluical
tcacliing af Clirisîianity as the onlly ruie witluout spot or
blemisb. It is the only standard ta wuiclî the humit
mind can add nothing. IL is conîplete as dîscloscd in the
lte ai its great lExeiplar. 'lo the id acquainted witlî

the requirements ai tluis law conscience sa)s, the ouglut of
your existence is nothing Iess iluamu cIiliiicu witl its
provisions. Constant striving ta mecet its demnîids is the
surest cure ai selfislu preju(lice ai( taIse teccling.

Conscience is tlîat faculty ai the iîuînd tlîat discinses
itdividua! responsibility ta the moral law.

TENDERNESS.
Tenderness does flot mni wveakness, softness,

effeminateness. II: is consistent wvitu Ntrength, manli-
ness, truth anud hravery. It does flot show itself alone
in the touch, but mn unselfisshness, thiaugbtiulners, con-
siderateness, forbearance, patienicc, long sufll'ring. But
however it shows itseli, it is as the blooni an the pencil,
as spring showers on thme earth, as the mîusic of the
angels stea!ing down on the plains ci Betblehem. N'on
niay flot have nîucm ai this world's; 'valth ta distrihute,
but you may give sonuetbing better and spend a usefil
and bener.cent lite, if you wviil practice thîs lcsson of
shedding around you the grace ai buman tenderness,
in word and act, and by the spirit of your lire.-F. B.
MRVHR.
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