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THE HOLY GHOST.

A PRACTICAL PAPER.

St. Paul, by bis question at the commencement
of the nineteenth chapter of the Acts, indicates very
plainly that the recep%,ln of the Holy Ghiost is the
purpose of the Gospel, and by bis further question
to those disciples at Ephesus he declares that this
possession of the l-oly Ghost is the benefit to
wvhich the institution f Christian baptismn points.

"lHave ye received th, Holy Gliost since ye be-
iieved ?" or "Did ye receive the Holy G;host wvhen
ye believed ? 'is the question that ought to ring
througli the churches of Christ.

Lt is plain fromn the subsequent narrative in this
chapter that even the intelligent admuinistration of
baptisin by an apostie did not confer the Holy
Glhost , and in the eighth chapter of Acts %ye like-
,wise read that special prayer wvas made by the
Apostles Peter and John, for disciples at Satiaria,
'that they mnight receive the Holy Ghost, for as

yet He tvas fallen upon none of thern only they
were baptized in the naine of the Lord Jesus."
<An exact translation of this passage throws light
on baptismn-" For not yet the Holy Ghost was
failen upon any of them; but only having been
baptized they began-to-be for the naille of the Lord
J estis.") Iu these two instances, at Samaria and
at Ephesus, the Holy Ghost was given throughi
the laying-on of hands, but ini the case of Corne-
lius and the Gentiles "lthe Holy Ghost fell on ail
them that heard the Word " while Peter was
spfaking, and there %vas no occasion for the inter-
vening solernnity of a special application to God
for the gift of the l{oly Ghost. In the sanie way,
St. Paul, in Galatians iii 2, appeals to the recollec-
-tion of the Galatians that they also had received
the Spirit directly Ilby the hearing of faith." Thus
we learu froin signal instances that the reception of
the blessing itself is ail important, although the
'circuinstances which imruediateiy preceded its re-
ception were not always preciselv the saie.

The possession itself i-, vital. IlIf any mnan have
not the Spirit of Christ, hie is noue of His ;" but
the autecedent form-al means through which it
would seemn to have been conferred are variable in
«some respects. The real prior conditions for ob-
taining this possession are esseutial and invariable,
viz., the coming of God's grace to a sou], and the
'willing and obedient reception of that grace by the

believing soul. Lt i5 God's tvill "4that the biessing
of Abrahamn righ 't corne on the Gentiles through
Jesus Christ; that we rnighit receive the promi-se of
the Spirit throughi faith." (Galatians iii. 14.) The
Holy Ghost is the Spirit of grace. When the Spirit
of grace hiad been received, under the preaching of
the word of God's grace, then the laying-on of
hands (in order to the reception of that Spirit) was
entirely superseded and dispensed îvith. But even
then the recipients of the Spirit were ordered to be
baptized in thne naine of the Lord Jesus, to mani-
fest their devotion to the Son, through whomn they
had. received the Spirit of the Son. And where
Christ %vas first preached with a viewt to the recel)-
tion of this gifty St. Peter urges the jews with irn-
perati ve directness - " Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the naine of Jesus Christ, for
the remnission of sins, and ye shall receive the. gift
of the Holy Ghost.' The d;fference in the tenses
here declares an instant requirernent for a conse-
cluent blessing. I

"lThe reuiissîon of sins " is the present purpose
aimied at in the injuriction, "lChange your minds
and be baptized ;" and "the gift of the Holy
Ghost'> is the blessing promised thereafter.

BaptiBsm is the cerernonial token of that remis-
sion of sins ivhich is preached to sinuers, and pro-
nnised to believers in the naine of Jesus Christ.
This " reuîission "is rather dismission, meanirig
both forgiveuess and remnoval. Our Lord's final
injunction to Hiu disciples wvas "lthat repentance
for the rernission of sins shotild be preachied in
His naine auîong ail nations.> Baptismn, as God's
appointuient, ratifies this -race, which cornes to sin-
ners, and whichi commands repentance aud offers
Chri$t. This ordinance is a standing sigu of the

î Gospel of the grace of God. Lt has been weli
calIed "la visible Gospel for the world." But the
gift of the Spirit is an ulterior biessing. It is "&the
promise of the Father?" whicli is dispensed by the
Son. (Acts i. 4, and li. 33.) l'he Holy Ghost is
the cause of holiness; aîid holiness is the divine
nature. The precept, "IBe ye hoîy, for 1 arn holy,";
can only be obeved in the str( ngthi of God's own.
Spirit. Anid this Spirit is promiised particularly to
those who ask and seek and knock for it.

When it is enjoyed, it fils and fioods the heart.
Lt is pressed upon us in the precept, "Be not
drunkr with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with
the Spirit." Only a child of God can say froin the


