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-east, tii! near the end of january, when for a iev days none wverc scen.
About Feb. ioth the return migration began, and wvas very active ivhile
it lasted ; but they were only noticcd for thrc or four days."

Mr. Ernest E. Thompson reports that a flock of about tiventy were
scen at Lorne Park, fourteen miles n'est of Toronto, on Jannary 16th,
and on january i SI Mr. Cross, and Master Charles Harvey, a son of our
Iresident, mnet with speciniens iii Roscdale, Toronto. A mnaie bird, that
Master H-arvey procured then, lie prescnted to our Museum. The white
sccondary quili feathers of the wvin-, in this specinien, are sliaded ivitli
bron'n likc those of the femnale.

The first timne I saw any cf thiese birds, %vas on January 22nd. I had
,-one out to Rosedale Heights %vith a gun, hoping to meet %vitix some, as
there had been a north-wcst wind on thc previous day. After wvandering
about for some time, 1 hecard what, at a distance, scemced like the creak--
ing of a gate repcatcd ovcr and over again. 1 %valked iii tic direction of
the sound, and, as 1 approaclicd nearer, it increased to quite a niiiober of
quiet whistlings, and I sawv, just in front of nie, a Rloul of about fifteen
Evening Grosbeaks. Thecir thick, beaks gave thein quite a pa-zrrot-like-
appearance as they rait about anlong thc bushes,scarciîing for sceds that
hiad fallen on the ground. 1 foiloted themn closely for some distance
before thcy, took, any notice, and then the w'hole Rock flin into, a smnail
trc by the roadside. I fired, and a pair of theni felU. It %v'as difficult to
see the femnale bird as it Iay on thc greeniishi-brotint herbage at the road-
side, so closcl), did its plumage match the surrounding tints. The
striking black,, yellow, and wvhite colours of the maie bird wcre, of course,
More coîispicilous.

There are nîaiiy birds that exhibit these strikingÎ differences in the
colour of tic sexes. The quiet tints of thc femnale conceal the bird wl'!en
sitting on its nest, and protecting its yoting, while the more striking
colours cf the male bird makze him v'ery conspicuonus. Mr. Darwin attri-
butes the brighit tints of the maie, very largely, to the preferenice of the
femnales, and thecir continticd selection of briglit colored partiuers.

lh often seemis, hon'ever, to bc the duty of the nmale bird to attract, ilot
only the attention of the femnale, but aiso, that of any cncmy that
approaches too near lier, and to hure away the cnemny from the nest and
eggs, by bis attractive colours, or peculiar antics. Thie Scarlet T.Inager,
the Towvhee, and 13ob-o-lilik, are, 1 think, exaniples of this.

The Grosbeaks %were very numecrous in the neighibourhood of the city
until the end of january. Tiiere n'as ver>' littie sniow about, and tlîey
fed largely on the -round.


