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It iis particularly interesting to note, as slîowitg the
immense devolopnient of the clectrical industry, tat the
copper consuînption cf thc Uniiteý' Statc< ill 1898 Was mure
than ono f-urtlî of the copper prodluction of the whole wvor1d
-viz., 1 15,93b tons-and tlat that country lias outstripped
the leading nations of Europe in industries emnployiîîg tis
material.

The liovilc de hi. Semnaino gives the followiing table, iihow~ing
tý:z. ,pe production of the %vorld for the ycars 1895-1898;
increaso being slîown pt'incipally ic. Australia and tic United
States :

Coîî,îtry.

Algeria........... .
Argentine Republie ....
Australia ......... ...
Austria .............
l3olivn l.............
canada .......... ...
Chiue....... ......
capo of (Guod 11o1)0. . ..
En-lamd ............
Gorinaiiy .........
lsigary ...........
ltaly...............
japanu...... ........
blexico ...... .... ...
Nuwfoutidiatid........
I'iorway ....... .....
Paru ..............
Russia.. ...........
.Swcdon.............
Spain aîud Portug-al ....
Unitcd States .......

ViN9.

2,1w5

20,040
43)I)
1803

53,225
234,2(;

19J7.

200)
17,000)

1,210)

21,11>
7,440)

445
31.480

11,370>

545
r54,0061

215,460

Total ... .......... 424,126 397,1901

Atverage price Jan. 1 cf
cldi year ........ $2501.08 $2.38.97

l'eu.

1,0)75
.),00)
4,000

7,450
F55

2(),065
210>

21,000O
11,15()

1,81)(

Î40)
5,11<)

500
53.325

P'es.
Tone.

35

12,297)

334,555

BROUM HANDLES IN GREAT BRITAIN.
United States Consul Ralstead, at Birmingham, England,

writing to lus Government, says: «la a report printed in
Advauuce Slîeets of Consular Reports, I statcd tîmat there ivas
a great demnand for and inability to procure American brom
handles lucre, and tîxat I would like to know why thero
should be timat scarcity. 1 have received tlmedeaired explana-
tion, very graciously volunteered by a gentleman mn the
United States, whlo evîdeatly ia tlmorcughly well posted, and
lus letter corutains so much that is cf interest that 1 give it
below. He says:

I have been in the past a very large liandler cf Americaii
broom hiandles. 1 have slîipped a great many tîomnd-
yes, ',undreds cf thousands-to, Englaii(1 âuring the last
fifteeni or eighiteen years, but I have net deone very muulu for
the last six or eilht years, for the rensua thiat they can net
be sold in Englaad at a price that will yield any profit to
either tic manufacturer or aliipper. The broom luamdle tliat
the trade wants ia Englaad is net wlmat us knewn as a brooni
hiandle ia tlîis country. Tho Emglir'ha bromn liandlo is used
for a floor birusli and mnust be 42 inches long, 11, inches in
dianieter, and the saine size at both ends. An Amerimin
broom liandie is 38 imuchmes long, severi eigiths cf an inclh
ia diamecter at une end, tapering tu tl<rcc-fourtlis of an inch
at tic otlier. You %vill fitd by figuring it, eut thiat, the
Engifflsl brooin handle takes, including thme saw .:alf fer
cutting it out of the lumber, a blank that is Il inclues square
and 42 inclues la lcmgth, wbiclî figurcd out ia the board
macasure, is about six-tcntlîs cf a square foot, aîîd tAis is
figuring very closely. Wlien you understand the fact that
the English unorchiants expect, or rather wamît, to buy the
Englishi style o! broomn luandles at about frow $15 te $18 per
thousand f.o.b. steamer amîd mnadeo f whmite spruce, and tîjat
the lumber froin whichi t-hese hiandies hiave tu be cut is îvcrth
fromu $923 te $924 per 1,000 fet iii the boarh<, ycu can at VnCo
sc that the handles vrill net bring as imuch unoney ail turncd

and delivered to the ves3el P-s the boards thernselves wvould
bring at tho iiil.

«Anotlîcr reason wliy the liandie8 are scarce ig the fact that
!1 ie E siglisli people v.il) inoist upon liaving nothing but wvhite
oruce, wlhereas the broom handles that are used in this

country are eitlier birca or basswood. 1 have fried very
liard in mmmy experience tu introduco the Aiericau basswood
Iîandlc into England, but they 8iwply won't bave it. There-
fore, the higli price cf the spruce in thi8 country and the
fact tliat it is groNvi:g scarcer and scarcer every year, is the,
reasomi why tiiere is an insu fficient supply of broom handles
in England.'

ila UIc saine mail which broughit the New York expluna-
tien, I received froin an Ainerican in .Haxnburg, who i doing
business tiiere as an agent for a United States mrnufacturer,
a letter in whichi the following paragraph occurs :

'The reason îvhy broonmsticks are se scarco is probably
this, tlîat there «üas been an unexpected boom in broonis in
the Unîited States. The price bas gone up twenty.flve per
cent. ivithin a few nmeatls, wvlich is quite unusual for auclu a
staple article, and mny inanufacturers are in consequenca four
or five înonths belîind in their deliveries. Anothier reason is
tliat for brooni handies, long, atraight spruce or basaweod
sticks are rcquircd, and tlîey muet be iveli seasoned in order
flot tu crack. The boom lias unquestionably taxed the
manufacturer to the utuiest, and thoir kilnq are ne doubt
full and can net be emptied before the wood is thoroughly
mesoned.'

Soune months ago, f met in London ant Anierican citizen
of Swedish nativity, whose relativ'es in Sweden have for
inany years derived their incemne by the sale of spruce tumber
frorn tîjeir lands, and he told mri they ivrote Iiin tîsat net
only was spruce alinost exhausted in thêir nei<'hborhood, but
pretty generilly throughout Swedcn and Norway. 1 have
presented these facts to the manufacturer of brushes here
whlo made the enquiry fur brreom haudios, and 1 im antÀii
pating that., as lie must sc in the near future it will be
necessary for broom imanufacturera tu abandon the use of
spruce, lie ivill consent now te make an experimental use of
bauswood

ALKALT TRADE IN GREAT BRITAN.
Tue following extract from the London Times of February

18, 1899, illustrates the actual effects cf the United States
tariîf upusu a very large Britishliîndustry:-

The oîghth annual meeting" of the United AIkali Company
was lîeld yesterday un Liverpool. The report showed a
net profit of £198,262 ($964,842), which added te £22,188
<$108,977), brought forward, gave an available balance of
£220,451 ($1,073,819). In mnoving the adoption of tme re-
port, the chairman said ut would be recollected that at the
last annkual meeting, lie called attention te the high tariff
iniposed on their goeds exported te the United States and tu
most Europeati couuitries. The new scale cf Anierican duties
lad only beeu in operation about five menths of thie year then
undei revieîv. Ia t.he past year tbey had tu face these duties

du ZgUD vîI year, and thoir important trado Nvith the
United States iii naies lad been reduced te verysmall pro-
portions, coinpared îvith îvhat ut was before those heavy duties
wero imposed. Ia 1895, for instance, the total experte! soda
asli f rom tlîis counutry te the United States 'vas 125,698 tons
and in 1898 ut feli to 29,323 tons. 0f caustic soda, in 1895,
the expert to the United States was 33,625 tons, and in
1398 it feul tu 11,171 tons. Thus the British manufacturer
liad been pract-ucally shut eut, for the benefit of the Amerîcan
manufacturer whe had largoly incrcased his production, and
ivas net only able tu meet his own ceuntry's requirements,
but had a surplus for export. And tlmy hiad tu mec& the
sain state cf thungs aIl over Europe, a tax more or legs severe
being imposcd on tîme B3ritish-made article. Tmey îvould
undcrstand vcry ecearly what hanipered their trade. la
the important t-rade of bleaching powder, tluey had net only
thobe higli duties tu face, but opposition provided for tîmeir
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